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CANADA
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC

DISTRICT OF MONTREAL SUPERTIOR COURT

PRESIDENT: The Honourable Mr. Justice Carom, J.S.C.
Inquiry Commissioner

EX-PARTE No. 3000

RUBEN LEVESQUE ET AL,

Petitioners.

APPEARANCES:
L. PLANTE, Esqg., K.C.,

on behalf of the Petitioners.

U. BOISVERT, Esq.,
on behalf of the Defendants.
E- MSSON, Esqt ] E.BO 3

on behalf of the Corporation of
the City of Montreal.

In the year One thousand nine hundred and Tifty,
on the 28th of September, appeared:
GEORGE EDWARD VERNOQT,
Chief Aissessor for the City of Montreal, forty-nine years
of age, residing at 5567 Cote des Neiges Road, Montreal,

Province of Quebec, witness heard on twhuilf »f Lhe




petitioners.
WHO, after being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists,

doth depose and say:

EXAMINED BY MR. PLANTE,

Counsel for the Petitioners.

Qe What is your occupation with the City of Mcntreal,
presently?

A Ehiefl Assessor.

Qs+ How long have you been Chief aAssessor for the City
of Montreal?

A. Since November, 1948.

Qe What was your occupation prior to that date?

A Assessor. Assassor'for 3t-George's Ward.

Qe Was it always with the Department of assessment
of the City of Montreal? |

A. Yes.

Q.  Were you acting in that capacity in 1941%

A. In 1941, I was assessor for St.Anne's, St.Joseph
and St.Jean Baptiste Wards.

Qe Did you act as assessor until your nomination as
Chief assessor fof the City of Montreal?

A No, I was assistant chief for one year, prior.to
that.

Qe In your capacity as assessor, for the City of
Montresl, what wereyour duties regarding the preparation
of the roll for the immovable property and the water tax
rolls? What were your duties?

A, There are two different rolls; one is to get the
tax roll, and the other is to get the names.
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Qe The neme of what?
A The name of the tenant a occupant of the
premises, in the city of Mon treal.
Qe How do you proceed to get this nama?. Do
you visit the premises?
A, I go to the door and ask, and if not
available at the door, I go to the landlord and
ask him,
AR Ask the landlord?
A, Yes.
HIS LORDSHIP: You don't do that youraelr?
A. The assessor sometimes does it, and his
clerk does it. Thers is an awful lot to be done,
and there is a degdlina, and therefore the
assessor has to visit some places. It has to be done
by the first of August.
MR. PLANTE:
Q. How many clerks accompany or help each assessor
in those duties?
A, In 1941, ﬁhere was one clerk, and sometimes a
supplementary olerk. Now, there is two clerks
usually.
HIS LORDSHIP: You mean one assessor for three
wards?
A, Yes sir.
e You had only one clerk?
A, Only one clerk, and a supplementary clerk for

one month in 1941, but today they have two c¢lerks,

-3 - Yernot.




MR. PLANTE: |

Qe What are your duties during those visits, in
determining or getting the nemes, taking down the‘
names of the tenants or-oocuﬁénta?
Ae To get the real rentai value.
Q. <~ How do you proceed to get the reasl rental vdlue?:ﬁ
A, By the rent declared, . h
Qe Déclared by whom?®
he . By the tenant or ggiandlora,

Qs - If neither one is available, how do you proceed?
.A. Well, you must go iqsida the place and see what
it is, and put a rental value on it.
Qs Is that the oﬁly way by which you canﬂdatanminé_
the rental value? For 1natanca; if you were given_'
'a prima facie ridiculous amount for rent, would i
you accept it?
A, No.
Qs You would not ?
A No.

Qe -Héw would you proceed?
As We Have the valuation of the buildings, and we

know what the total rent should be on the building,
approximately. Thefefore, we can know immediately
if there 1s a rédiculous rent paid or put on it.

%

Sometimes, they declare there is no rent for the X

X

place when relatives or somebody else like it ocuupias‘\\'
g '
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Qe
A,

g e AL o

Then, what do ya do?

We haveto visit the plaeeand place a rent

on it,

Qs

(6 o

Do you consider the sccommodation of an apartmert

an office, the way it is finished, the furniehings

of an apartment? Would that be a factor?

A,

Q.
A

Q.

No.

Tt would not be a factor?
No, just an area.

HIS LORDSHIP:

A luxurious apartment would be aséesaed atthe

same price as a very poor one if they had the

same area?

A,

Q.

No.
I think that was the question, if I understood

it correctly, Maybeyou did not understand the

guestion correctly. Do you considerthe quality:

DITA

Q.

of the apartment. or of the place you are viSitiﬂg?

Yes, we do,  We put ‘it on by comparison.

Take for instance a larpe store where the floor

would be of marble; woeuld that be considered at the

same value per foot as a store with a floor of

A

. rotten wood?

No, but 1t depends where it is.

Q.Thelocality comes 1in?

A

Yes;

Q. All the ordinary: factiors to aSSess.#~operty

".A,

' ere taken into consideration by you?

Yes,

=9 = S Verndt .



Qe There may be twenty or twenty-five or more?
A, Yes,.

MR. PLANTE:
Qe In order to ascertain the Tental value, do you
consider it your duty to enter into the premises
from time %o time?
A. From time to time we should enter the premises,
Qe What would be the margin? Every two years,
three years or five years?
Ao Well, maybe once in ten years, if there have
been no alterations to the place.
Qe «~ How would you know?
A Because we would get a permit asking for alterations,

Qe Are thara-caaaa where permits are not asked?

A There are occasionally.

then?
Qe How would you check Shsm?

A. We would not know.
HIS LORDSHIP:

Qe You are relying on luck only?
MR. PLANTE:

Qe Is that right, relying om luck only?

HIS LORDSHIP:
Qo If 'a person should not 6Stain a permit to alter
the inside of the building, it is only through luck
that the assessment depértmant may find it.

MR. PLANTE:

Qs I8 there any other offieial, besides the estimator

of the city, which would safeguard the interests of the

- 8 = Vernot.




eity of Montreal in determining the rental value?

A+ The permit departiment.

Qe Do they visit?®

Aes Yes, they visite.

Q. - Howoften?®

Ae I don't know,

Qe You don't know?

Ae No.

Q. = Would you say also that you rely on the permit

departman £ to visit?

Ae Yes,

Qe -+ You do?

As  Yes,

Qe I am showing to you Exhibit E-90 which was

filed as being a list of names of estimators or
clerks of the assessing department of the city of

Montreal from 1941 to 1950, regarding number 1221

Phillips Square.

e

e

Would you look at that 1list, and see

—

if your name appesrs there?

A. Yes.

Qs For what years?

Ae From 1942 to 1947.

Qe From 1942 to 19477%

Ae Yes.

Qe From 1942 to 1947 ineclusive?
A. Yes.

Vernot.
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0.
A,
Qe
A,
Qe

Would you recall if you visited these ﬁramiées? o
Yes, | \

Did you visit these nremises?
Cn oneor two ﬁccasions; yés.

What were they?  What usé was being made-of this

building; of that particular place?

Aq

I think that was onthe firstfloa ups . I

vigited - I vaguely remember - in the far nings

there was: nobody in: there.and the place was vacant,

3

.r‘
Ly

Qe

Were there several tenants there?

On the rirstfloor, noj on the other rloors, yes.
HIS LORDSH IP:

When you say: the firstfloor up, what do you maén?
Not the.ground-flodr, but the Tirst floor.

How iany Tloors were there in that build ng?
I think it was three,

So, according to what y- u say, the first floor

would be. the middle floor.

A,
.Q.
A

Qe

Yes,
And there wag nobody there?
Nobody there when I wvisited,

Was 1t like an abandqned floor,. .or an occupied

one in which therewas nobody?

A,

Well, the door was not locked, and there were d'

few chairs and tables around, that I can pemember.

That's all,

Ql.

MR, PLANTE:
Were there any particular boards on't hevalls?

Not that I r_em_emte = )
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Qs Not that you remsmber?
A. No.
Qs You did not see anything on the Wallé sinilar
to boardw in a broler's office?
A. Not there that I remeﬁber.
Q.I Not thgt you reﬁember?
K s o bt
HIS LORDSHIP:
Qe Any divisions or pﬁrtitiona there ?
Ao . Well, there was a largs room azxd there were
several smaller rooms off it, and it also went
around. In a check at the back, there was nobody.
MR. PLANTE:
Qs Was there a very large room?
A. Fairly large.
'Q. What would you eall fairly large?®
HIS £0RDSBIP:
Q. Taking what proportion of the floor?
A+ About Tifty mer ‘cent of the floors

Qs - How many other rooms, approximately?

¥ ) A-. ThrBB o

Qe About three?
A Three, yes.
In
Q. amk those three tooms, would you moxx include the
toilets?

A No.

-9 = _ Vernot.




Q. What kind of-walls, if there were walls, were
dividing those rooms, ©r wera'thoae rooms divided
by partitions? .-'l
A, That's abouty1942 or 1943 that I visited, and
I think they were plaster wallse
Qe They were plaster you think?
A, TYes, S\

. \

MR. PLANTE:

Q. Would you look at Exhibit E-85 and say who was
reglsteredthere, for 1231 Phillips Square?
Ai T think it was o o e
Q¢ What was 1t ?

A fhillips Square Sportsdam Associestion Incoporated.

Q. For what year?

|As  For 1941, : B
-

Qe Is there any description of the purposes of the ,‘"\l
3hillips Square Sportsdam association Incoporated? i
:':"'x.. Noe. |

Qe Was there an assessment for water taxes?
\ A, Yes,
| Qe Was there an assessment for business tax?
| Ay i iNo. |

: Qe  No assessment?
Ao No.

e .For the year 1942%
S ﬁis LORDSHIP:
\ Q. Pardon me, but I want to follow this. Is this fhé
| registered tenant fdrlthe middle floor of 1221 Phillip;.
:’} Syuare? I

A. Zea.

Vernot.
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MR. PLANTE:

Qe For the middle floor?

A, Yese.

Qe For the year 1942, who is the tenmant registered
there?

A. Square Sportsdam Association Incoporateds

Qe Is the name of the president indicated?

Ao Yes, C. Baker. '

Qe Is it the amame name as for 1941?

A Yes.

Qe Was that place assessed for water taxes?

A. Yes.

'Q. Was it assessed for business tax?

As No.

Qe It was not?

Ao No,

Qe For 1943, what is the entry as a tananté

As Square Sportsdam Association Incorporated.
Qe And the president 1s indicated as what « « 7
A. B. Baker,

HIS LORDSHIP:
Qe For the years 1941 andl842, 4t is C. Baker , and

far 1943 it is E. Baker?

Ae

Qe
A,

YBSI
MR. PLANTE:
Do you know what E stands for?

No I do not.

- 11 = Vernot.



Qe Was there an'assesamant for water and business
\ taxes '}

A Water tax only.

s ™

Qe And for the year 19447

Ay The sams.
Qe The same tenant, Square Sportsdam Association
Incoporated?

| A Yes.

I Qe And the president E. Bsker?

‘ A Yes.
@Li} i Qe And the assessment for the water tax?
_ : A The same.
{ Qe No-assesaﬂsnf for the business tax?®
! As Noe

Q.o For 19 457
A ~ The same.

Qe Exactly the same?

Ao Yes.
Qe Without any assessment for the business tax?
L}JQ ¥ A, Yes,
Qe These were the years that you visited? In 1946,
. what is the entry?
A. Square Sportsdam association Incorporated.
Q- And the president?
Ao J. Tremblay.
Qe Was ﬁhere an assessment for the water tax and the
.?} business tax?
&J 1 Qe Yes.
- 1
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Qe
A,

Qe

Qe

Qe

.ﬁ._o
Qe
A

Qo

Qe

For the business tax also?

No.

Would you Tecall if at any time between 1941
and 1945, the city of Montreal was the owner

of 1221 Phillips Square?

No I don't recall it.

You don't recall it?

No.

HIS LORDSHIP:

In what yesr did you say?

MR. PLANTE:

If at any time between the years 1941 and 1945,
during that period, the city of montreal was
the owner of those premises at 1221 Phillips
Square.

I don't remember.

Would you be 1ﬁ a posi tion to make searches and
inform the court and give a positive answer?
Yes,

You would?

Yes.

How long would it take you to get this information?
Half an hour.

Gould you come back this afternoon with the

infarmation?

- 13 = Vernot.




A.

Qe
Qe

Ae
Qe
A

Qe

Qe
A
Qe

Ae

Qe

A

Qe
Ao
Qe
Ao
Qe
Ao

Qe

As

For tha t one only?.

MR. PLANTE:

Fcr.this one now. 1 might ask you for mare later.
‘Would you inform the court who wes the

registered owner of the building at 1221 Phillips
Square in the city of montreal for the year 1941%
A man by the name of Schoolarinos.

Atanasias Schoolarinos?

Yes.

For the year 1942%

The same.

19439

The same.

19447

It is not the same place.

Yes, it is 1221 Phillips Squaree

Seottish Union and Nati onal Insurance Company

of Edinburgh..

With

Bamx their address at « « »

261 St. Sacrement Street.

For the yearq1945 ?

Samuel S, Drazin.

of 1595 Lajoie, Outremont?

Yes.

As an assessor, could you tell the court what

the attitude or poliey of the oity of Montreal
was regarding sooial.cluba. in regard to business

tax?

We never put a business tax on a social olub,

- 14 - Vernov.




Qe
Ao

Qs

Ao

Qe

Ae

Q.

Qe

Qe

Ao

e

A.

You never assessed a business tax to a soolal

¢lub?

Not to my knowledge.

Not to your knowledge?

No,

At the present time, when you are chi: £ assessor
for the city of montreal, could you inform the
court as to whether or not you assess social clubs
for business tax?

A8 chief assessor, 1 don't do any assessing.

Who would be in a position to tell us what the
poliecy is 1n.that regard?

HIS LORDSHIP:

Do your men assess?

My men assess, yes.

As chief assessor, you should know if a business
tax is now imposed on thesoeial clubs, even if you
don't do any assessment yourself?

There i3 not to my knowledge.

So, there are no instructions given to tax social__

clubs?

No,

- 15 = Vernot.
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Qe

A

Qe

A

Qe

A

.Q'.

Ae

Qe

Ae
Qe
A,

Qe

“eAe

Qe

Ae

1h_thare a business tax ro:'aocial clubs in the
chﬁrter?
HPL
P;-Syided for in the charter?
No,ﬁ

/
about that question, you are positi ve: that there
is no provision in the charter_of in any of your
by=laws for a busineés tax on social clubs?
To my knowledge, thers is note
If in a soeial club there is a small counter -
we will suppose - selling the odd cigarettes and
soft drinks or.things like that, would you consider
then that you have to tax the place as a business
place, like a restaurant?
Well, it depends. If hLe has a licence or a permit
trﬁm the health department to operate, and he.
accep ts the publie in there, but if it is far
members only, no.
You mean to say that if it is for members only,
you ﬁon't tex?
No.
You don't considermthat a business?
No. | .
If he accepts the public without having a permit?

We consider it business 100

As soon as the publioc is accepted, you considsr the

place as a place of business?

Yes.

- 18 = Vernot.




Qe

A,
Qe

Ae

Qe

Qe

Aa

Qe

T

e

Ao

Qe

Qe

As

Qe

MR, PLANTE: |
How do you ascertain if it is a social club limited
to members only or if the public is able to ga?x
We asked the party who gave us the inrormation; l
You asked the party who gaveyou the information?
Yes., | |

Is that the only way you check?

Yese

HIS LORDSHIP:

_Who is that party?

It may be a person we meet ai the door, or the 1and-.
;ord.

MR. PLANTE:

Is there any ;:ther inguiry?

There is an inguiry from the haalth departmen t;

they check on them ftoo.

HIS LORDSHIP:

If they have no permit st all, andit is Just a

large hall, 48 you S8y « « | _.

There was nothing in it, there was noiraataurant-in«:
there. It is just & large hall with two or three
small offices.

And the two times you went there, you did not.méqt
anybody? | |

No, I did-noﬁ meet anybody.

How wduld.yOu control or decide that it was a.5001al
elub for private parties only?

I telephoned ﬁla man representing the landlord. -
Who was that? .

A man by the name of Houel,

- 17 = Vernote.



Qe
A.
Qe
Ao
Qe
A
Qe
Ao
Qe
Ao
Qe
A

Qe

Qe

Qe

Ao

Qe

Ao

What was he doing?

"He was the real estate agent,

Did@ he represent different landlords ?

That landlords.

There were three landlords there?

That was in the early time, around 1942,

That would be at the samqftsiglrf]oolarinos was the owner?
Yes,

You telephored £his agent?

Yes.

He told you it was a social clubd?

Yoes,

Of a private nature, or did you inquire about that?
I did not inguire, I can't remember.

Buty

Wiety, as a rule, would you have been satisfied of
a declaration by telephone to the effect that the
place was used for the purpcse of a social club of
a private nature?

Yes, I would be satisfied.

You would be sa%iﬂfiad ?

Yes,

MR. PLANTE:

For a period of five, six ar ten years 7

If it is the same club, yes.

- 18 = Vernot,.




Qe

A,

Qe

Ao

Qe

Ao

Qe

Qe

As

Ao

Qe

A

e

Ao

Qe

Without checking any further if it is true or not?
Yes, that's right,

HIS LORDSHIP:

You may loae a lot of taxes that way. h}

No, it is the same thing, so, long as we collect ybe

taxes, we are not interested.
il

l'\

Me BOISVERT: Je m'objecte, Votre Seigneurie, par-nx

ce que @'est du oui-dire.
La Gour : L'objecti on est renvoyée, et la

preuve permise sous réserve quant & M, Asselin.

MR. PLANTE:
In the case where a restaurant permit is given for
definite premises, would your departmemt consider
it as a public place?
Yes.
It would?
Sure.
You would consider it as a publiec place?
Yes.
There would necessarily be an assessment for the
business tax?
Yes, I think so.
There should be?
Yes.,
Would you look at Exhibit E-88A, and tell the court
what civic address this document repreaenxs?
Mount
2020 MonXk Royal avenue East.
Described as?

Joznet

\'.




A,

Qe

Ae

Qe

Ao
Qe

As

Qe

Ae
Qe

Qe
A

Qs
Ao

.a'.

Ao

S.P.8. Club.

1s there an assessment . + « 8 business tax
assessment?

Yes sir.

0f how much?

$350 asséaaad rental.

Could you explain this?

No, I never visited that place, never visited that
ward.

But as chief assessor of the city of Montreal, could
you explain this?

No I could not.

Also, in this series of documents wnich were filed
As Exhibit Lo would you tell the court whether
assessoT, _

as an BEENEY between the years 1942 to 1947
inelusive, you have visited the premises of 1244
Stanley Street?

Yes.

Who was the tenant thers?

1 don't know the exaoct dates I visited, but I know
I visited several times.

Would you look at Exhibit E-86A and inform the
court who were the tenants or the tenant in 19417
In 1941 I was not there, it was Er.;nnnn.

In 19427

Yes.
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Qe

A.

Qe
A.
Qe
A
Qe
Aa

Qe

Qe

As

Qe

A.

A,

Me BOISVERT: Je m'objecte & cette preuve.

La Cour: L'objection est maintenue.

MR. PLANTE:

Who apmears as the tenant for 1942 at 1244 Stanley
Street?

William Callaghan.,,

What was his indicated profession?

Interior decforator.

Wastthere a water tax?®

Yes.

Business tax?

Yes.

Did you wvisit those premises in 1942%

Yas.

Are there any other registered tenants for 1244
Stanley Street in 1942%

No, but there was a vacant space at the back, I
remembers

You remember there was & facant space at the back?
Yes,

Qs Would you recall ho' meny rooms there were
at 1244 Stanley Street?

had' sort of an
Mr. Callaghan iemxExsortxofxart gallery in the front

. e
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Qe

A.

Qe

Ao

Q.O

A,

Qe
A.

Qe

Ao

Qe

Qe

Sl

Qe

"

HIS LORDSHIP:

Sort of what?

An art gallery and paintings and things like thats
MR, PLANTE:

What do you mean on the front?

On the strest. '

Was 1% in the first room?

The first room particularly, and a little bit behind
that, and the xiii:t was vacant.

Dia yoﬁ visit there ?

Yes.

Do you recall what time of day?

In the morning.

In the morning ?

Yes.

HIS LORDSHIP:

What portion of the floor was ooccupied by the art
gallery?

When I was there, I would say about . . » a little

less than half.

A little less than half was used for the purposes of

' the business and, according tc you, the rest was

vagcant?
Yes, because there is a difference between the

' asgessed rental
assessed rental for water and the assessmsnik for

business. He was only using about half for business.

= 22 = VYernot.




Qe

A

Qe

Ae

A

Qs

A.

Qe

As
8

Ag

Qe

A

Qe

A

Qe

Aa

Qe

L ALy

A&nording to your books, though Mr. Callaghan
apuaared to be the tenant for the whole floor.
Yasl thet was checked uith the owner too.

MH HJANM.

Wheu you gay vacant, what do you mean?

Well, QPthing in it.

No rurnitura?

That is right.

No furniture ?

Yes,

HIS LORDSHIP:

Did you visit the place very often?

Twice, I think.

In how many years?

In five years,

MR. PLANTE:

What is the entry for the tenant at 1244 Stenley Street
for the year 1943%

Star Bridge Club.

e T e | e

Any other indication?

Soeial Club, L. H. Packer, secretary.

HIS LORDSHIP:

Was that for the whole floor?

No, there i1s William Callaghan, interior decoratar.
Is there anything in your books to determine who
appeared to be the tenant of the front part ?

It apre ars to be the Star Bridge Club with Callaghan

as sub=-tenant,
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Qe

Ae
Qe
-

Qs

Ae

Qe

%

Be
Qs
Ae
Qe
Ao

Qs

Hoe

Qs

A.'

Qe
hae
Qe

Ae

MR. PLANTE:

Under the indication of interior d_acorator-,' 18 there -

any entry?

‘It says "lower"e

What does that mean?

‘It means part of the basement, ir anything.

Was there s Bimilar indication for theyear 1942?

No.

Is there an assessment for the water tax and bpsinéss
tax?

Yesa

. Par the Star Bridge Club is there an agsessment -rdr-ll"

the water tax?®
Yess

For ‘the businé-as tax?

“No.

Is there a water tax for the interior decorator?
No.

Is there a business tax?
Yesl. . .
When'a tenant wants ‘to be registered asa soeial _el-u*o,l
wh_at'inquiri es do you make? Do you find out whefh'ar-
they have a éhart&r or not?

Noe |

How d_b you proceed with that ?

We take the information at the door.

A.y information?

Yes, if it 1s reasonable, We take 1t.

» . Ph e Nernov.
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Ao

Qe

A,
e
A,

Qe

Qe

A.

:Q._'

A,

Qe

Qe

Ao

Qe

Ao

What do you' eall reasonable?
Well, the Star Bridge Club, if it is a bridge club,
is & social élub; that is all there is to ite

If the premises have been raided by ibe police

several times, and convicted as a gaming house,

would you consider the people there reliable?
Tha't has nothing to do with our department.
Whaﬁ do you represent?

‘The assessing department.

. The assessing department of the city of Montreal?

Yes. .

What is the first object of yoﬁr departmest?

To collect taxes.

To your knowiedga,_is there anyone else in the city
of Mmontreal who takes care of thé same purposes BE
mﬁ for the taxpayers ?

I don't know.. | | -

Would you look at the entry with respect to the
tenaney at 1244 Stanley Street fér the year 1944%
Yes,

And what is 1t%?

Star Bridge Club, 1244 Stanley Streset, L. H., Packer,
seoretary, and Wiiliam'callaghan, 1244'8tanlay;8treet,-
interior deeorﬁtor. g

Is the asseaqmeﬁt for the water tax and businaas.tax
the same as im 19437 ' |

Yes, _
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As

Qe

A.

Qe

Qo

A,

Qe

A.

That is water tax on ithe social club?
Yes.
No busineas.tax?
Noe
No water tax for the interior decoratar ?
Yes.
And@ a business tax for the interior decorator?
Yes,
Also with the same indication "lower"?
Yes.
HIS LORDSHIP:
What does th:t mean? Does it mean that the basement
was included in what you.cdnsiderad'the laase?
Yes.
You never visited the basement yourself?
Yes I visited the basements
What was there?
last
The £ixxX time I visited the basement there was a
paint shop theres.
MR, PLANTE:
In 1945, is there any change in the-entry compared
regarding the tenancy
to 1944, magard@d XXX XYFAIAYE at 1244 Stanley
Street ?
Yes, it i8 Star Bridge Club, social club, 1244 Stanley
Street, ground floor and storage, Mr. Packer, secretary.
William Callaghan, 1244 Stanley Street, ground floor,

1435
front, and resident at I3&@X Drummond Strest.
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He

Qe

Ao

Qs

As

Qs

As
Qe
A

Qe

Qe
A,
Qe
HAe

Qe

Qe

Was there water tax for the Star Bridge Club?

Yas; g

And a business Tax?

No.

Is there an inereass in the water tax for the sooial
¢lub from 1944 to 1945 ?

There was an inoresse in the assessed rental from '
$200 to '$1200.

In 1945, 1s there a water tax for the inferior
decarator? |
No.

And a business tax?

Yes.

The same one?

Yes,

$200%

Yes,.

In 1946 what is the entry?

The same as 1945,

Did you visit in that year?

I can't say ths t I did.

Would you look at these photggraphs wiich were

fildd as Fxhibit E-110A, and Baylwhether you recall v
that place?

I never saw that place,
You never saw that place?

No.

- 27 = ' Vernot.,




Qs

A,

Qe

Aa
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Ao

Qe

Qe

He

Qs

As

Qe

A,

o

A,
Qe

Aw

&

I am exhibiting to you Exhibit E=-110B?

I never saw it like thate

You never saw it like that?

No. ¥

Whatdo you mean by “iike that"? D yoﬁ ever see

it any other way?

I never saw any furnitu;q_in it.

Do you recall ihe placé?

I reoall there was a wallltha;a, that's all, between
the front and tﬁe back,_betﬁgan on; third and the

backe

TOOmMS or s 718 1 -
How many/partitions were there on that floor at
1244 Stanley Street when you visited it ?
When I sawd%, 'the_tre was a little room in the front,
and there was a partitiom about two—t’hirds. back, ;
with a door om it, that®s all, |

There-was a'little room in front?

: Ye Se

And then the partition about two-thirds back, and &

1little room?
No sir, I did not notice anything at the back.
You saw & little room at the. front?

. md .
Yes, where kr. Gallghan I3ax his show place.

And then?

And then abou_‘b'two-fhirds bade ;, there was a parﬁﬁon
Witﬁ a door onl 1T & « »

HIS LORDSHIP: |

Would you speek a '11 ttle 'l_ou'der ple ase or speak 1n'
this direotion so I can he;ar-- wh at you . say. I

S oG < : Vernot.
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Qe

Qe

Qe

Ae

Qe

.Al

Qe

As

Qs

A

I understood you to say before that 'mr. Callgahan {s
place of business occupied about half the floor
space, is that right?.

had
When I visited, he k¥ a show rdom, and he is an
art dealer and he -had some plotures and stuff.hgnging
up, Jjust beiind his office. He did not oeccupy 1:\11?
whole floor oamplafely, but he had some stuff behiﬂ&
his own office. e
But I understocd you to say that you divided the
place in about’ two halves: Onehalf occupied by Mr.
Callaghen , agﬂtha other half unoccupied.
Toat is right,
Was it a different time when you visited that Mr.
Callaghan was occupying only about one=third?

When i vi sited, he was occupying aebout half, and

when I visited another time, he was just occupying

a . little office.

And the vacant place behind this little office was
about two-thirds of the floor space?

That's about right,

So his office had deereased, or the absence of
busine ss had inereassd? |

Yes,

MR. PLANTE:

You say there was & partition with a door im it?

Yes.

\o

A

\\

- 29 = -.Vernﬁt.\\ :



Le
Qe
A,
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A
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He
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Ae

Qe
A.
Qe

 As

Qe.

‘A

Qe

.L..

Did you ever go through that door?
Yes.
Where did that door lesad to?
The door led to a Toom berind 1t.
What was in that room?
Nothing to my knowledges
Nothingkto'your knowledge?
Yeé.
Had you ever visited a bookie 's establishment?
No, notto my knowledges

Never in your life?

" Never in my life, but I was sure it was a bookie.

P o — ——

HIS LORDSHIP:

Pardon me, what was your answer? .
I never visited a bookie, although I was sure 1%
wgs & bookies

MR. PLANTE:

Did you ever visit a broker's room?

: Yos.

You would know a brokerts room witi a board in 1t%

I would not say I would not know it, but I have !
?iaited buildings in whiech there have been brokers :
rooms, and the brokara have long ;;;: out of |
business.

Have you ever assessed & place occupied by a broker?
Yes. |

You did write it down as a broksr?

Yes,
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Qe

Ad
Qe
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Qs

A.

Qe

Ae

Qe

A,

Qe

A.

of the premises
If the furnishings and complements/ were similar

to a broker's, and it was not a broker, wbuld-your
curiousity have been aproused as an assessor?
No, if it was vacant, whether there was anything on
the walls or not, pictures, blackboards, of lists |
of stoeck, if 1t is vacant, it is vacant to us,
and if we go to the landlord and he says it is
vacant, well, what can we do, we can't assess it.
Do you ever make any private inquiries about the
tenancy of cerfain premises, to assure who the
tenant 1is?
Yes.
You do?
Yes,
In which case?
In this particﬁlar case we checked with Mr. Wallace
who owned the blook.
Eﬁiﬁ did you cheek with Mr, Wllace?
We asked him the names of his tenants, andhe told
us.
HIS LORDSHIP:
You say it was a bridge c¢lub?
Yeos,
You checked with fhe owner of the blook and it was
confirmed that it was a bepldge club?
On one occasiom, we checked, and it was Mr.

therny A

Callaghan who was the tenan®; that cheocked with the'
the yeararfter, :

owner. The next year or WWo ePSef, I forget whioh

1
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trxwssy Mr. Callaghan said that he was not the tenmant,
that the bridge club was the fenant, 80 we-uhacked'

X : he b 5%
with Mr. Wallace and Ximy told us it was the bridge

who : .
club tkmt was the tenant, and he gave us the rea¥.

hE

Qe  He told you that it was vacant? ZHR N
" 1- ,r’-b R ‘
Aa No. ¥Ts .

Qs You said there was nothing fhare?

4+  There was nothing there, but Mr. Wallace told us
that the tenant was ﬂa bridge club.

Qe  Did you not say that_thara was nothing at all, that

S E ok was vacant? _

As ' When I visited theplace, when I got inside of ity
the only oooésion I was there, there was nothing,
it was vaocant,

Qe It was a bridge club the last time you were there?

Ae ~Yese |

Qs How did you imagine bridge players playing on the
floor Ii-tnout anything?

| A. If'I visited a% 10 o'clock in the merning, they would
not'be playing at that time. | |

Qe . But the tables and chairs would bq there. The
players would not bring their owl'aquipment wiﬁh;them
on their backs, they would not bring their chairs |
and tables on their backs? -  fy

As That is no interest of mine.

——l

et
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Qs
Ao

Qe
Ae
Qe
Ao

Qe
As
Qe
Qe
A
Qe

Ry 7

Did it not arouse any eurioﬁsity in your mind that

" a bridge elub would be just an empliy space?

No.
It 1s your way of considering things?
So long as we get the nameof the tenant, and whether '
it is oocupied, he may occupy it that day or the
next day, I don't know.
MR. PLANTE:
When there is a vanaﬁcy in some premises, do you
indicate it in your réport?
Yes we do,.
Is it indicated thers?
No.

Do
You said part of it was vacant. DXX you see any
ind jeation of vacanoy?
No.
How de¢ you explain that?
We got the name of the tenant who was goling to ocoupy
it or cccupied it, and we put the name on the ﬁpil. ;
Did you ever commniecate with Mr. Packer who
appears as seocretary of the Star Bridge Club?
Not fo‘my knowledge. | v i. '
HIS LCRDSHIP: o
Mr. Packer would pay the water tax for the whole

floor?

Yes,
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A

Qe

A.

Qe

A
Qe
A,

Qe

A
Qe
Ao

Qe

Ae

For'the bridge club?
Yes sir.
For how many years?
MR. PLANTE:
Well, the first year, Mr. Vermot did not visit,
but he did for 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946 and 1947,
is that right?
No. The first year Mr. Callaghan paid 1i+t.
HIS LORDSHIP:
And the back was vacant the first year, that was
1941%
No, 1942,

elub?
and after that it was the bridge kimum
Yes.
No indication appears that it was vacant at that
¢certain moment, although it is a general rule that
if a place is vacant, it should De indicated in
your report. The water tax has been paid all tﬁa
time? |
Yes.
For this place?
Yes.
Which appears to have been vacant nearly all the
time?
No, appears to be vacant only at times, It was
vacant when we passed, but there was a tenant who

was supposed to ‘oceupy 1it.
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Ae

Qe

fe

Qs

A
Qe

Qs

—

A.
Qe

Ao

Qe

It did not surprise you ﬁ&at for all those yéars,
property,
when 1t was g0 easy to make money with pxmttxl!rtlg
large
that at the time of your visit %hat Ti¥8 space would

be absolutely empty?

\

It was supposed to be occupied by a bridge eclub.

There was nobody pleying bridge there?

Not at 10 o'clock in the morning.

You would expeot something to play bridge with,
you would expect to see tables and chairs, or it
would be 8illy to bring their equipment every night.,
I don't know, I don't bebng to a bridgs club.

You bhave played cards before %

Yes.

You know very well it is not like a brass band,

you donkt carry your equipment wherever you gb,

you don't bring your instruments withlyou.. Hill you

tell me something? Did you know this was a bookie?

I could not-swear that I knew 1% was a bookie.

Did you not éuapeot?

I had a slight suspicion.

Why did you not act aceordingly?

Why act accordingly? _

Why did you not mske an inquiry to see if it was

a place of business or a bridge elub?

Well, even if it is a bridge club, it doesn 'f 23;;

any business tax.
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As

Qe

A,

Qe

Ao

Qe

A.

Vi

A,
Qs
Ao
Qs
As
R
Ao

Qe

As

Qe

Q,'o
A
Qe

I don't know if you ﬁava ;hq byhiaw ﬁuthnrizing
the imposition of a tax on afﬁnokia.

No, we have no byélaﬁ. 'H‘|
You have a by=law aufhoriziﬁé aitgx on agents
though? . | |
Yes. | ‘\
Is it not a fact that many bookies, to your knowledge,
were listed as agents. . !

When there was a suspicion there was a bookie.
You had é suspicion and you did not 1ist it as a
bookie?

No sir,
You said that bookies listed as agents would pay

tax?

Yes, but this is a social club.

Did you nd say a minute ago that it ﬁaa a boqkie?

At the bridge club?

You did not list that as an agent?

No.

Why?

Because the name given to me was that of a bridge elub.
And you said when you were not satisfied with |

the information'given %0 you, them, you would make

an inquiry?

Yes,

Why did you not make an inguiry in this case?

I maée an inquiry to Mr., Wallace, and he said 1%

was a bridge club.

This was satisfying?

Yes, | |

You wers supposed—t&ﬁcollaot taxes for the}vbtnot.'




T ' " : » l'g

. ~mot for the oWners,
A, For theC ity of Mort real; we aresupposed to put -
an assessed rental on it. 3
Qe« But there is the business tax thatintei'e'ats everybody
and you said there that in some cases 1.v..fizt_em it was a
Bookie, you.woixl.d classif'y him as an agent anrfd collect
 taxes as from an ag-;ent?
A, No,.1 did not say that. |
Qs Yg8, you ald that certain bookies were li-stedas
agents,
A,  BSome assegsors did, I Ia ve never doneit myself. -
4» - But to yourknowledge, you are nd: the last one in
your department, you are the chief, to y‘our'knowledge
in your department, Soume bookies have been listed as
agents? .
A, ‘uiﬂere there was suspicion, Some assessors did,
Q. - And those bookies had to pay a busiress tax as
a;_—;ents;? :
Ay, I would not say so, some of them did notpay.
@e IT 8 man is listed as an agent, would he not
have to pay the business tax of a glaneral agent?
Ay Yes. LR
Q. You told us that in this particular place you
had a suspicion that it was a bookieg most
probably because when you were told it was a
bfiﬁ.ﬂ;e club it sownmded wvery awlcwﬁrd to you,
tﬁe s ame as it did tb me. You made an inquiry
whioh was extrderdinarily summary, you Just |
asked ths owner if it was true, a;nd les aid it

was rented to a bridge club and you were satisfied -

with that?
A, TYes,
Q. This is exactly what you did?

A Yes,
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A
Qe
A

Qc

A

Ao.'

Qe

A
Q.

A

Qe

Qe

an agent on the ‘place about which we are . Pl

) e :
Very well. Did you do the same with any other
bookies?

T '‘don't know.

ot

)

You don't know?

e e
I 3

Nos A%

of S :

'Any other placea that you suspectad s belng

bookies? ?5 gl
One or two, yaa. : 'a“‘\
HIS LR DSHIP: 4 A

That may not% have anytn_gg__gﬂgg_with this 1nqu1ry,

T I S s TR
but over a period of ten years, what would have
. | _

been the amount of texes that could have been

raised?

1 don'f know.
You have no idea?
No.,

What would have been the businéss tax paid by 3f

talking? bl R SR
Ten per cent of the assessed rental plus eight

per cent sur tax.

what was the assessed rant there? tlzoo for a

year?

Yes, for 1946 it was $1200.
It would be $120 a year for we don't know how \ {,
many yeers, and those suspacfed boékiua, the t!ﬂf$%

e

or three abeuﬁ which you télknd. would be .
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As
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Qe

Qe

As

about the same?

About the same.

Nearly always in the same locality, inasmuch as Hb\
the business centre is concerned?

Yes.

Would you give me the number and the address
of the two or three places that you had
guspicions about?

Well, there is the Antebec Bridge Club.

MR. PLANTE:

Was that at 905 St. Gafherine Street west?
It is one of the addresses mentioned in tha
petition?

1 was always stopped at the door, 1 was never
let in, so the information was given me at the
dooZr, .

HIS LORDSHIP:

You were stopped by a men at the door ?

Yes,

You did not go in?

No.

What was the man doing?

‘He was just standing there and asked me what I

wanteds I said I was from the city of Montreal
for the water taxe’
What was he doing there?

Sitting.
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A
Qe

Ae

Qe

B
< Qe

.A_.

What were his functions?

I don't know. |

You have been living in Montreal for quite a few “.
yvears? o \f
Yes,

Why did you suspeet that this place was a bookie%®

I was upstairs and a man stopped me. He saild,

"What do you want"? I said "I want to-know who
ocoupies the place”. He salid "Where are you

from"? I said I was from thecity of Mhontreal

and he gave me the name of the president and
the secretary of the club and I checked with
the people who had the building, the Northeastern,
and they Béid it was trﬁe.

and you being an officer were stoppedf

Yes. |

What did you think, when you were stopped?

I have never entered a private dwelling yet,
if' I am stopped at the door.

We are talking about suspicions. Did that not
arouse in your mind suspicion that there was
some thing illegal going on there?

I told you I suspected something, I admit it.
What did you think this man was doing there?

He is the doorman.
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Qe

A,

Qe

- A
Qs
Ae

Qe

——

In public placés, generally, ths doormah helps

you %o get ;ﬁﬁ

Yes.,

And there yQﬁ ware stopped, he stopped you, and.

you did né%isay T am allowed to get in, I am

an orricer'ér the city of Montresl, and get

out of my,ﬁgﬁ"?

So long as my information satislied me,

But your %ind was not satisfied if you-nqd

suspiciénélthnra?

I haﬁ nq;;uspicions. wiat T mean is that se

;ong as itwas the Antebeo Bridge Club, 1t was

mentioﬂed at the door, I was satisfied.

You had suspicions, you told me that, and you
comelm ck on it?

wont Box |

Had suspicioné of what? Shaixizawaxxaxbankis

That it was a bookie?

What did that have to do with ﬂ

We are talking about your functions, that you

gould have listed that placa-as an agent and

at least taken away to tax the agents there,

you would have done as:othura did; who were not

¢chief assessors. What was the other place about

~ whieh you had suspicions? - You have two there),

and’ you said there were three, Wiers was 1it?

|
1

~
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Qo

Aa

Qe

e

Qe
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Qe

Ao

Qs

Qe

Qs

No. W \

On the south side of St. Catherine Street,
just about in front of there.

About 906?

Some place there.

The same procedure was repeated, I take it for
. ‘\ '\‘ i

granted?
No, I was theralin the morning, and there was .-
nothing in the rcom.
Nothing? |

Yas.

' (
No boards? | . \

/ ¥ ' A\
: \

, : N
Did you iook? 3 L\

I did. I[ : i
No chairs? ' (s
A number of ohairs. N\
No tables?

No, no tables, and I got the information from

the men vwho rented the whole building.

Did you not know it was a bookie?

I was only suspicious, that®s-all,

MR. PLANTE: '

Would you recall whether it wes 894 St. Catherine
west?

Where is that? 894, whers is 1it?

1 don't know, I think fou are in a better position
tp know tﬁén myself.
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Ae

Qe

i A.

Qe

Who is the ownsr of.it?
MR. PLANTE:
I cannot tell you offhand, I cannot cerry all

thogse records.

'Did you ever suspect that 1221 Phillips Square

wag & bookie?
No.
You ne?ef susﬁected it%
No.

the other
Who gives instructions to yxxxr assesscrs?
Is it you, as cﬁier assessor?
No, ths inatxuotions‘to assessors are set down
in the by-law of the city of Montreal and the
charter. _. |
Whe sees thaf they carry out the instructions
of the law as writtemn down {n the by-law of the
0ity of Montreal? Who sees to it, who is their
boéa?
There are two_asseésors, one Protestant, and one
Catholié, end one is to aaaiaﬁ the other.
Who is the chiefl aaséésor?
I em.
Could you look ﬁgazn at one of these pages which
wers riled_as a saries'nr exhibits under number

E-90 for 1212 Peel Street, and say whether you
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have visited, éa:an_aasaaor, these premises in 19427

HAe

Qe

A

Qe
A4
Qe
‘A,
Qe
4.
Q.
A
Qa
1S
Qs
As
Qs
A,

Qe

Ao

Q-

I t&i&ixtell you the truth, I qﬁg never in
those premises. /»r{

HIS LORDSHIP: 5.2

Whish one?

1212 Peel.

MR. PLANTE:

Does your name appear for 1942%

Yes.

1843%

Yes.

19447

Yes,.

1945%

Yes,

10467

Yes,

18477

Yes.

You have never been there?

Never been in those premises,

How did you determine, howdid you assess the
water tax and the business tax if thers was some?
The nwnnr,. mr. Markum, had his tavern downstairs,
and 1 could never get into them, so I went %o

Mr. Markum and asked him who the tenant was.

Why could you never get in?%
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Ay
Qe
Aa
Qe
i
Qe

A

Qe

Because the door was lcnhad.

In.all those yaaraf

Yes. .

Just how méﬁy time s would you have been around
there? ' '

Myself, I might have been'two.or three tlmes.
And your men 7%

About another two or three tinmes,

 When a door is locked though, is it not a rule

in your offiee to send another man a few days
af ter?
If we cannot get the informetion we want, we

do, but if we cam get it from the landlord

"who tells us who the tenant ig and the rent

payable, we don't send another man backs

What kind of taxes were imposed on that place?
ﬁell; I. think thaf is & bridge oclub there.

No business tax?

No..

Would you loock at the esutry for 1943f

Yes.

What is the entry for 1942 at 1212 Pael Streei?

' Ane Bridge Cludb Imeorporated, unlicenced olub.

What does 1t mean unligenced? Sometimes we

gseze licenced and somstimes we see unlicenced.
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A

Qe

Ao

Qe

A,

7\

Unlioenoed;;they haven';igot_a permit to 5311
aleoholie ‘liguors, _

How do you check, how do yau verify?

We verify it in farioua ways, asking the Liquor
Commission . . «

When there is a restaﬂrant lieenced in the
premises, do you vdriry with the ﬁrivilagq and
permit department of the city of Montreal?

We can verify there and on the wall. If they
have a liquor permit they have it on the wall,
and if we don't see it, wa/gggck with the
Ligquor Commission,

But in the case #f a lieence for a restaurant,
do you verify with the department?

No,.

Has 1f any bearing on the assessment?

Yes, there :ir different rules for the liguor
licences.

I em not talking about liquor, I am talking
about restaurant licences, which are under the
authority of the city of Montreal. are you
in contact with the Privilege and permit
department?

Ho, we are not in ceontact,
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Is your department interested in knowing who
has a restaurant lieence or not?

We are not exaoctly interested.

Is it not a faet that you sald a moment age
that when there is a restaurant licence, you
consider the place as a publie place?

Yes,

How is it that you are not interested in
knowing if a restaurant has a lieenoce or not?
The liocence is up in the place.

HIS LORDSHIP:

If you can't get in to see if the licence is
up?

We don't know,

And then you don't check?

No.

It is awfully easy to start 4 business; Just lock
the front door amd get the people to come in by
the back door.

Your competitors would notify use.

No competitors notified you there?

No.

Did you have any suspicion that this was a
bookie too?

I did not know what was going on there, up there.
You did not know at all, but you did not take

it for granted that it was a bridge clubd?

- 47 - Torcets




e —

A,
Qe

As

Qe

Ae

Qe

4,

Qe
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Qe

A
Q,.
A,

Well, it was called a bridge olub.

You were not convinced, at the bottom ef yéur
conscience, that it was a bridge club, were you?
I was not interested.

Rt i bt =S

Were you deeply convinced, at the bottom of your
conscience, that this place was being otoupied
as a bridge 6lub?

I did not know what was going one.

That's not an answer, you don't dare answer me,
Were you satisfied, deep in your hearty, and your
conscience, that this was a bridge c¢lub, or

did you not have & suspicion that something

else was going on?

I ﬁuspeated that aomethiﬁg was going on,

HIS LORDSHIP:

For suspicion, xll the other questiqns would
apply to this one too0s

You had no suspiceion about 1221 Phillips Square?
It was empty when I wvisited @hura.

In those years, leaving a place empty like that,
that did nof surprise you, smmkt seeing a place
like that empty? What was the rent for 1221 : S
Pnillips Square? | '

$1800,

A month?

No, a‘yaar.
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What was the area?

I could not tell you.

Approxima tely?

Approximately 43 by about . . o no, 30 feat by
about 60 feet.

The second floor ?

The first floor up.

The middle floor?

Yes.

$1800 a year?

Yes.

That would be a Acllar a square foot a year?

Yes.

Would that be approximately right?

Approximately, around there, $1 at that time.

In those days?

Yes.

Why would somebody pay $1800 a year to keep a
place vacant? ‘

I don't know,

You don't know?

No.

1t makes no sense?

No.

You did not come to the conclusiom that there was
something odd going on there?

So long as the water and the business taxes were

paid, I was not concerned.
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Was the business t&x paid?

Noe.

Maybe your duties were fulfillad so long as the
water and the business taxes were paid, but did
you not find it odd that someone would pay $1800
a year for a space kept vacant?

Well, if we go to extremes, I would say no.

HIS LORDSHIP: |

not
Then, I would say, I would/believe you. You may

ep—— e T ————

give me whatever explanations you want to, you
had suspieions about four other places. It is
difficult to convince me of that.

I will tell you'or a case on Mill Street where a

- park and bought a part of
company was interested in a/partxsfxgroundxfrom

ground  rom

the @anals, and they have trees om it and have a

garden. In that case, they have spent a lot of

BONEY s « o

HIS LORDSHIP:

I understand that. For the sake of beauty, they
would rather have that than make a 1little money.
Yes,

That is easy to understand,

But in extreme cases I could . « «

But this is not an extreme case, it is a case

exactly similar to the four others about which

you admitted you had suspicions.
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HIS LORDSHIP:

A8 1% is almost 12:30, xm the court will adjourn

‘until 2:15 p.m.

The hearing resumed at 2:15 p.m,. |

WITNESS:

Your Honour, might I take a minute « « «

HIS L® DSHIP:

Pardon me.

HITNESS:

Might I take a minute of your time to correct
an impression that may be got from this morning's
evidence. after the assassorsf’l:;:ple ted their
roll for the 1lst of August, after that the ocity
auditors audit the roll to make sure that the

in conformity
taxes are put on /confomming: with the by=-law and

charter.

MR. PLANTE:

Do you mean by that that the suditors for the
¢ity of Montreal meke an inquiry of their own?
They do some,

They do some?

= YBB.

What inquiries do they make, do you know personally
that they do make inquiries?

I know that cases came up on chain stores.
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Aa
Qe
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Qe

Aw

one
There ar) sixteen assessors,fmight have a

store in his ward and not know that there is
another sta'e in another ward, and the auditors
send account saying

ham¥ us an/EOCIRETIAE thet 18 not properly
assessed.,

But in this particular field in which we are
now, is it to your knowledge that the auditor

of the eity would go, for instance, and check
whether 1212 Peel Street, whioh is apparently a
bookle, that the assessor puts on the taxes that

he should?

They would check to the extent that a social elub

18 incorparated amd registered in this building
as a aoﬁial elub or a bridge club.

Do you know personally if the assessor would
verify as to the authenticity of the charter of a
drhigex club?

No, I don 't know.

You don't know that?

No.

Would they verify whether the clubs are acting
as bona fide clubs and restricting the entranece
to the members or aecepting anybody? Would
they check that?

I don't kno‘.

o BB N - . Vernot.
\



Qs

Ha

Q--

Ao

Qe

Ko
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De you think that would be pertinent ?
No.
It would net?
Not to their worke. You asked me this morning
if the city of Montreal was proprietor at 1227 - 17
Phillips Square. The eity of Montrsal has never
been registered as the owner of that property,
but an auetion sale for taxes by the ecity of
Montreal to the Seottish Union and National
Insurance Company of Edinburgh isrgistered the
3rd day of the 8th month of 1943.
MR. PLANTE:
How did the city brcome the ownfler ef 1221 Phillips
Square in the first place?
We have no record of the oity being the owner,
but we have a record of an auetion sale for taxes.
HIS LORDSHIP:
On what date?
The 3rd day of the 8th month in 1943,
MR. PLANTE:

had
How long kaxm the e¢ity been in possessicn? How
long had the oity/gg; title to the prorerty?
I do not know,.
Were you not asked this morning to make these

searches?
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Qe

T loocked at the roll to see who the registered
ownder was. Sehoolarinos was the owner in 1943,
and the next owner appsaring was tha Scottish
Union and Naticnal Insurance Company of Edinburgh.
De g it not appesar in your register that Atanasias
Sohoolarines was the owner from the 30th of November,
1921 to the 16th of February, 1942 %
In our rolls they are by year or three. I went
to 1941, to the 1941 roll where Schoolarinos was
repcrted as the owner.
Could you not look inbetween?
No, 1t is in another book.
gould you look in that other book?
Yes. I started in 1941 as I thought your request
was,
MR. PLANTE:
With the permission of the court, I will assk you
to check whether the city of Montreal had title
to the property between the 16th of February,
1942 to the 6th of August, 1943.
Did you mske any inguiry to find out whether there
was a permit for restaurant granted by the city
of Montreal in the years 942, 1943, 1944, 1945,
1946 and 1947 for 1221 Phillips Square ?
Neo.
The years that you visited?

Nos
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A.

Why?

I could not say that I visited all those years.

I visited ones or twice during that time,

Is not the repart from your department under
your own signature?

Yes sir.

What dees it mean?

It does not say that I visited, it says I was the
assessor.

HIS LORDSHIP:

You are referring to what report?

MR. PLANTE:

I am referring to Exhibit E=-90, my lord.

What does it mean exactly? What does your nane
on this list mean?

It means 1 was the asssessor for the warde.

Does it mean that you were the one representing
the interests of the eity of Montrsal to ascertain
the water tax, the business tax and also the
property tax?

Yes, but it does not mean to say that I visited.
Was there anybody else in authority to see that.
the interests of the city were aaraguarﬁed there?
You have the lists there, with the clerks.

The clerks are under whose authority?

Under the assessor.
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Under the assessor?
Yes.
Your name apmears there?
168,
For those years?®
Yus.
So you were the one in authority?
Yess
You did not inquiref?
No.
Do you feel you would like to give the same
answer as you did this morming, that you did
not care, that you were not interested?
No.
You were not interested?
No,
Would you look again at Exhibit E-90, and tell the
court whether you were the assessor for 486 St.
Catherine Street west fa the years 1942 to 1947
inclusive?
Yes.
Did you visit the premises at 486 St. Catherine Street
west in 19427
I could not say whe ther I visited or not on this
dates
In 1943%

Same answer,
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In 1944°%

Same answer.

In 19457 /
Same ans wer .

In 19467

Yess

In 19477%

Yes.
Would you look at this exhibit E-89B, and say

whkgat it is?

It is a copy of the tax roll for 1942 for a place

at 486 St. Catherine Street weste.

What is the entry there for the tenant ?

The tenant in the basement is Square Sportsdamn
Associati on Incorporated, social elub, Joseph
Tremblay, president. '

Is there an assessment for the water tax?
There is water tax, yes.

Business tax?

No.

No business tax?
No.
Did you inquire whether chere was a restuarant
permit there?

The next one to it is the restaurant permit,
Samuel Hyams.

HIS LORDSHIP:

The first one oecupied by the Square Sportsdam

Ery b+
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A,

Qe
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Qe

A

Qe

A

Amrsociation, that was the basement?

Part of the basement.

For th: t one, no restaurant permit?

No restaurant permit.

MR, PLANTE:

Do you swear there wasno.restaurant permit, or

if you do not know?

Well, I do not know exactly, but I have a restaurant
in the basement, there would be two restaurants

in the basement, which we don't xuow. There might
be two restaurants on the same floor.

What about the first one?

I am not sure whether or not there was a restaurant,.
You don't know?

No.

HIS LORDSHIF:

You want to add that you knew there was a
restaurant in another part of the basement ?

Yes, water and business taxes charged.

Do you know if those two parts were separated in
a esrtain way?

Know
Yes, I do mmt the two parts were sepmrated.
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Did you visit tné place?

I visited that bpuilding, yes,

MR. PLANTE:- I

You visited that building?

Yes.

Did you visit the restaurant?

Yes. . |

Did you visit the Stuuare Sportsdam Aésooiation?
Where the Sqﬁaré Spor tsdam Association was, when
I visited it was an electrical appliaﬁoa'samesman
in there after.

After what?

After the Sguare Spar tsdam.

But in the premises occupied by the Sguare
Sportsdam what was there?

I don't know exactly nows.

But at that time?

Iin 1943,

In 1942, when you “said thafe was the Square Sporis-—

dam.association?

I don't remember. 1 know where they were supposed p3: Tl

to bes
MR, PLANTE: %

Here is the assessment for 1942%

Yes.

‘Square Sportsdam Association, 18 tha ¥ correct?

Yese.
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Yes;
Did you visit then?
No, not then,

When did you visit?

Joseph Tremblay, pras_ident?.

I ' must have visited about 1944, around: there, .

soms time aro und 1944,

You made a report for the taxes in 1942 without

visiting?

That was given to us by a list from the owner,

the Workman Uniform, and they supplied us with

a4 list. I can't remenber whether or not I was

there, but I know I was there later in 1944,

" about 1944,

Lot us go to 1944, Who is ‘the tenant you repobted
in 1944 at 486 St. Gatherina Street west?
It is marked as vacant,

Do you recall what it means?

A

%

kb 4

Qe

Y88,

What does it mean?

in thei' S

EIS LORDSHIP:

It means there wes nobody in there at all, nothing

Is this the part occupied by the Square Sportsdam

Club?

Yas,
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Tt is marked s vacant?

Yes, |

N4 cscupk d by anybody?

Yedg, sir, en

That Square Spa tsdam Club was no longer
rezictered in your books as ten&nf?- |
That is Tight.

Whet Kind of = place wag 17

It is‘a :Dasement ofa build ng ‘on St. Catherine

_"St'ree_‘b, west of the Princess Theatre.

Whet ¥ind of a basementweas it? Whatwere the
dimensions? @ How was it equipped or furnished?
Cement I‘ldrr and bém'erboard wells,

And’ the @imensions? '

The Idimensic:ns- would be: about 20 f eet by

about A0 feet: 20 feet by about 45 or 6_(5 I_'.eet.
VR. PLANTE: | _

Was this one of the addresses about which you .
had suspisions as',béing a ﬁonkie.

No, beceuge the owner told me it wa-svac:anf.

HIS: LORDSHIP:

Pardon me, what was your answer?

Theowner told me it was vacant, and they md
no tenant there.
How long was 1t repisteredvacant in your books?

Tt started in 1944, T don't know; he would I ve

it in his reca ds. = I knar, that shartly atter
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an elsctrieal applianmce compamy went in there,
and it was used as a at'cragé too.
MR. PLANTE; -

not X
Was it/mueh later that the electrical appliance
company rented there? .
It may bs s86.

Would you lock at your entry for 1945 and read

to the court what your repa t was?

Square Sportsdam Association Incorporated,

de Tl‘emblay e

In 1945%

Yes.

MR, PLANTE:

Was there sn assessment for business tax?
No. Next %o it was the Excel Distributer
Compeny, radio parts. That is the one I was
thinking of.

But the Square Spartsdam was still there?

It appearse.

Did you visit the Exoel Distributing Company?

Yes,

Did you visit the Square Sportsdam Assoéiation?
No, I did not.

Why?

Because I did not have to.

HIS LORDSHIP:

Is the part registered as being cecupied by the
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A

.NOQ

Square Sportsdam nssociatibn still supﬁdsed-to
be vaocunt then?

No, it is occuﬁied.

It was.vacant only in 1944%

Yes.

Is there & business tax for the Sguare Sparisdam

Agssociation?

You don 't know if it was really vacant, o if

were :
there Any furnishings there -or boards

“Noe

MR. PLANTE:

Was there more than one tenant?

Where?_:

At 486 St. Catherine west, in the basemsnts
Yes, theré is more than one tgnant.

;:a:the gpase occupied bf-tha Square Sportadaﬁ

Agsoeiation?

No, there was the Excel, the Square Sportsdam,

- and Mpr, Hyams,

But they wWere nmot in the Sam§ rnam?

No. | | _ |
Would you meke further searches to givaltha dOurt
this infofmation about 1221 Phillips Sqqare?

Yes.
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MR. PLANTE:

I am through with the witness Tor the time
being, My Lord.

EXAMINED BY MR, BOISVERT.

Counsel :

Coxopexbix for tle Defendants.

In the performance of your duties as assessor,
when you had susplcions of the existence of a
bookieeg;xauch a place, did you inform the police
department acecordingly?

Noe.

EXAMINED BY MR. E. MASSON, K.C,

Counsel G

Lxuooedd for the Corparation cf the City of
Montreal. |

I understand that around 1940, the department of
assessors of Montreal :;hmim been reorganized when
the board of revision was introduced. Do you |
remember what date that was?

The board of revision was reorganizsd in 1941,
But‘it was in existence befome 1939, when I wenf
thers. |

4%t one time, there was a five man board which

wag reorganized to & three man board im 1941,
it was reorganieed as a ecnsaqﬁance of the law that
vou SESTRE . DASLEG Ml ofity oL Men weaL under
the control 6: the munioipal commission of the

Provinee of Quebec,.

I oould not say thate
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A,

Qe

A

Qe

. I understand that at the time this board of

.revision was introduced, there were changes

effected in the department insofar as valuation
of property for municipal and busli neas taxes

was concerned?

“Welljy the T61l was pegged for valuation purposes

about 1936, and a new roll was deposed in 1941,
I understand that the roll from 1941 was supposed
to be Teviewed or changed every three years,

is thag Tight?

\That*s the valuation roll?

Tﬁe valuation roll,

Yes,

What about ﬁhe municipal taxes, water rates and
business taxes, was it théféame thihg?

No, they are to be done yesarly,

Now many employees were there to visit those
places, the surroundings where you were working?-
Were you in ocharge sxoclusively of that part whioh.
you have deseribed this morning, or if other .

employees were working with-you?

. I had a clerk, and scuetimes when I needed one

I got an extra clerk.
How many buildings, apartments snd houses would
you have.to visit within a year, in the vicinity

of where:you were working¥

¥
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Ao
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A
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A,
Qe
Qe
A,

Qe

Qe

Ao

Qe

Oh, I would Bay.about close to 13 or 15
thousand. .

Twelve or firtaan thousand?

Yes.,

HIS LORDSHIP:

Tﬁat is in the three wards you were talking
about? -

No, in St. George's Ward he is talking about.
in-St. George's ﬁard alone?

Yes, é:& ﬁh§ other ones, there would be a little
more, approximately 18,000,

So, you had to visit around 33,000 apaftmunta
and buildings?

Not every year, 15 or 17 thousand.

BY MR. MASSON:

How many did you have to visit per day?
Usually, we figurcd out about 200 places a day.
You had to visit 200 places a day?

HIS L& DSHIP:

1 don®*t think you mean personally?

No, my clerk and ﬁyaelf, my clerk and yyselfl to

get the work done on time we had to visit 200

- places.

MR. MASSON:
Your elerk would have 100, and yourself 1007
My clerk most likely had to visit 150, and I pad

50, and I had to do other work at the same time.
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Ao

Qe

A

Qe

Besides visiting those 200 places a day, you

had particulars to make, repodts to write on the
books and everything?

Yes,

And besides that, you probabiy had to discuss with

your associates im your depariment the valuation

to put in certain cases which were quite difficul t?

Yes, we had to discuse it with our associates,
and also with the proprietors at times.

Was there any special by-law mkkw¥x which was

reguls ting the depar.tment-,. the chief of your
department, the officials and employees of your
depar tment beroﬁe 1940%

Oh yes,

In municipal by-law determing what your funotions
were?

That is determined in the charter. It starts
about article 360 in the charter.

Since the amendment of 1939, but before that?

In the 1922 chartertoo, it is the same. '

There was no by-law besides that introduced in
order to regulate your funci ons?

No.

So, all the obiigatiom you had to fulfill and
the duties of an assessor lave fto be determined
by ‘the oharter of the city of Montreal and

nothing else?®
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Ae

Qe

As
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Ae

Qe

That is ri:-Sht-

In order to know if you are at fault at any time

in exercising your funetions, all you have to do

is to look at theoharter of the eity of
Montreal?
Yes sir.

Who was your chief at the time?

: Mr. Hulse.

Mr. Hulse was 1i1 function up to what time?
Un%il about 1947.

In 1947 who was appointed?®

Mr. Martin #K& was temporary.

And after th_atf'

Mr. ?ar is.

Mr. Paris was performing functions u_p. to whattime?
Until November, 1948. | ' '
A% that time you were appointed yourself, were
you not? |
Yes,

Ndw; there is one questi'on I will put to you.
When you were preparing the assessment roil, _
there were obmplaints that were being sent DY
the pymi=xx owners or the tenants %o your
departme nt?

‘Ies.

lhat would you do at that time with thes e

 complainta? I unﬁerstand that in accardanee with
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A,

the law, you had to refer them to the board of

revision?

There are iwo classes of complaints. The assessed
rental of $1000or less can be dealt with by the
assessor, and the second one of §l000or more :
assessed rental must be sent to fha board of

revision. 3

I understand there are thousands of cases supmiﬁte&,

to the board of revision? ki
There are quite a few.

If I understand it correctly, it toock about four
years for the board of revid om %o review most

of the valuations, in ordér to put everytning on
the same standard.

You are talking about the valuation Toll, and I
was talking about the water and business roll,
Under the charter, is it not a faect that the
valuation of rentals for water rates and business
taxes were always submitted to the board of
revision when the amount was over- Cotre

Yes sir.

If I understand it well, it took about four yesars
for the board of revision to review all the
assessments that were submitted to mk it, in order

to establish standards which were to be applied

all over the city of Montreal., 1Is that to your

knowledge?

It took a long time, I remember.

- 80 . Vol s e

",
LY




Qe

K.

Qe

Qe

A.

Qe

A

Qs

Ao

I understand that as a consequence or-the_appoint-
ment of the board of revision, there was at tﬁa
same time a special departmﬂnt.in Montreal who
did prepare & relevé or plam of most of ths

build ings in Montreal.

Yes.

and the department of the city of Montre‘a.l which
was in charge to determine . « |

Me DRAPEAU: Je m'objeote parce que c'est une
guestion suggestive. .

La Cour : Je perﬁats‘a Me Masson de poser oatte

question suggestive.

rﬂ_nfi'_ifu'tf-'tf'eo:'u'f-l-?n-ﬂ'?rflv'i .

MR, MASSON:

What is the name given to that department which
has prepared a relevé or plan of most of the houses
in Montreal? ;

The Technieal Service.

At the same time as the appointment, or perhaps
before the appointment of the board of revision,
the Technieal Service was appointed?

They were doing work as faf back as 1933, I
-oan't'rememhar.

The purpcse of that depariment was to visit éll
houses?

Yes.
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To.prepars estimates, plans, and supply to the
board of assessors all information thut was
wseful in arder to aséeas the proﬁerty, is it
not?

Yes,

That départment has been working since 1933°%
To my knowledgee

The work tha t they did is quite comple te?
Well, we have a lot of new buildings.,

I mean the buildings that were in existence in
1945%

Pretty nearly.

The Technieal Service of the city of Montreal
has prepared a plan and relevé of the inside
divisions of the buildings for all buildings,
or most of the buildings up to 1945%

Yes.

Were you receiving.complaints from the ratepayers

of Montreal about any property, contesting the

‘manner in which the valuation of the property or

the assessment for munieipal taxes or business

taxes or water rates was made.

Yas, we reczived complaints.

In other wurds,'everyboﬁy'could complain to your
department if somsthing was wrong about the roll

you were preparing?

Certai nly.
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eharter stipulates that we ecan receive complaints’

What would you do then?

Between the 1st and the 20th of auzust, the

ageinat the water and business taxes.

From amybody? |

From anybody.

Evenvif the complaint referred to a téx whieh the
party complaining of did not have to pay?

That would eause an Inquiry, and between the

1st and the 318t of December we received complaints
on the valuation Toll,

HIS LORDSHIP:

Did you say iHat you received about 1000 complaints
a y2ar? |

No.

What did.you say-about_lOUO?

$1000 value.

How many complaints would you receive a year
coneerning water tax? Just epproximate figures?
5000, about 1000 or so of whieh would go.to=thaq
beard of revision, |

amd about the business tax?

That is the same,

About 5000 a ypar. ‘Was that in your ward?

The whole city.

MR. WMASSON:

While you were exercising your functions as an
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agssessor, did you receive any complaint aboutl the

soeial clubs or gambling houses to whiech you

referred this morning?

No.
Never recelved any complaints?

HIS LORDSHIP:

‘Why would ‘they, they were not taxeds

MR. MASSON:

Anybody could complain.

I mean from a third party, I don'f mean from the

party who was as3essed.

HIS LORDSHIF:

You never received any?

o s i # VP S

MR. MASSON:

'_.You_remsmber-that mri, Plante was @ lawyer and

elerk of fhe‘recofdar;s court in;Montreal?

I have rzad that in the papers, |
Is that tﬁa only way_yoﬁ not&cad 1t?

Thet is the only wey, | |

You knew that hafwasialso the lawyer of the
departmémt nf nolice? .

The same wWa¥s

You knew at the same time that he was daputy'

- morality,

' director of mmutrast in charge of morality;

you knew that?

Well, T read it in the papers, that's all.
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Did you ever receive a complaint from Nr. ?lﬁnté
about the assessment roll for municipal taxes ‘

for water rates or business taxes, in reference
to the properties which wers under your control?
Irnever received any.

You never recelved any?

No.

EXAMINED BY MR. PLANTE,
Counsel

C fSooxst for the Petitiome rs.

Doﬁyou know who is in charge of thé Technieal
Service of the city of montreal?

At present? |

Yes.

It is under Mr. Gibeault, Who ﬁas director of
public warks, and 1%t is in charge of his
assistant Mr, Gravel .

Do you know if the Teohnieal Service has plans
of ‘the houses about which you were guestioned
this norning for the years 1942 to 19467

They have some p}.ans of that,

Plans tha t would show the division?

I would not say tnat.f

What would they show?

They would show the, land tﬁe dimensions ofthe
buildings and would datalil 11;., wha ther it was
a two-storey house, and'thé descr1pt1on of  the

construction.
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I understocod by the question rrpm Mr. Masson
thét you gathered}most of your inforﬁatioﬁ about
eity employees from the newspapers, is that
right?
No, but és we havé no inter-departmental
correspondence, telling us who are promoted 6r
demoted , we are not fully aware or informed on,
other departments.

- _ trial
In 1946, did you read the papers about the trexhix
of one Harry Ship, for keeping a betting house
at 906 Ste. Gatherine Street east?
Yes, I did read somathihg.
Did you read particularly the part which might
interest an assessor of the eity of montreal?
No.
You did not?
No.
Me SIMONEAU: ' Je m'objecte A estte question.
La Coar: Je maintiens votre objection.

A XU O DR

NR: FLANTE:

Did ‘you reeeive any complaints from Mr. Masson
48 owner or admdnistrator of 1455 Bleury Street?
Me. FAVREAU: Je m'objecte au nom du barreaus

Ms PLANTE: Je retire la duestion, et j'ai fini

~du témoin pour le moment.

Interrogatoire suspendu.
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