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CANADA

PROVINCE OF QUEBED

NO. 3000 BUPERIOR COURT

REUBEN LEVES.UE & AL

Petitioners ex-parte

Under the presidency of The Honourable Justice
Frangois Caron

Councils: Me,Plante,
Me,Drapeau for the petitioners,

Me.Ubald Eoisvert, for the respondents,
Me.Gross -

In THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED AND

FIFTY ONE (1951) on the eighth day of Mardh,

PERSONALLY CAME AND APPEARED:

ALEXANDER CARSLEY, 50 years, merchant,

5138 De Gaspé,
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Carsley
I
YANIN D BY NR.PLAUTE:
@) kr,Chrsley, do you know of somecne in the

;i1ty of lontreasl by the nsie of louis Shapner.
A I refuse to answer.
Why ?
A I want the protection of the Court,

BY TIE COURT:

Q You are ordered to answer and the protection

of the law will bve given to you,

Do vou know srmeone in the City of Montreal
by the n@me of Lou!s Shapner ?

A Louis ‘hapnerees.e.

A Yzs,.

Q Does he have snother nsre ?

A Labelle,

) "hat i3 his occupation ?

A I know he is a book-maker,

Q Yhere does he have hls business ?
A Un ot=Urpain street

Q Is he still operating ?

- 8L
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Carsley

Were 'ou ever assoclated with him %
I was, ten years ago.

You were ten years «go ?
Yes, silent pertner,

In his business as book-make
Yes,

“*here was he operating then ?
On <t,Jatherine street east,

'What 1= the address:

il
file "
b7 8 -

Were vouw ever os-ocirted with .ngelo Lisanti
No.

Do yo. know him %

Yes.,

Do you kuow if he wes interested in the
goubling business %

That 1 don't know.

You we ‘e very Tiendly with Labelle

then we split we were not,

efore that vou we'e friendly wit' him ?

B2

?
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Lo you know Harry lelduan

Yas,
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at doss he do, what
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3t -vatherine street est =

Yes,
Jo you know a bookie on sleury street,the
addpess 1s 1455 Bleury street ?

Yo sir. |
I

Since 1¢41 have you been nterested in

e o I
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BY Tl cCUR

Have you been interaested in

‘here d you place bets ?
At Te 1 | 1 wit <h i P
hare else %

Dve 1iller,

1477 Cartier strest 7

1876 ot=Cstherine street 7

know the ddress.

1l don't

-3
.

Approximately where ?

Near Papineau,

rcupnd thers
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Carsley

May be three years, four years ago. I could not
tell you the year.

was it not in 1946 approximately 7

You are the one who arrested me there,

1 was present, you mcan 7

ve=s, You were present: 1946 or 1947,

Was that » booking establlshment %

It was,

How was that place operating 7

I wes not imterested, I don't know,
But vourself, you placed bats there 7
Yes.

You sew billler 7

THE WITNESS:
Dave ?

was he related to Jos.Miller 7

TER WITNE. S:

Who 1s he %

Do you know Bercovitech ?

Yes, he was not related to him,

-35-
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Carsley

Is it not the fact that Bercovitch was convicted
of murder ?

Miller is the right name.

BY HE CON T:

Of ther person operating on ot.Catherine near
Papineau 7

Yes,

Mi{n ‘.“I.u L::_'.-‘h: H

At what time when you were arrested on ot,Cathe-

rine street ncar Papineau, with whom were you ?

Ship was there ?

Yes.

Miller w's there ?
Yes.,

Max Blond ?

No.

Jos.Blond 7

That 1is better.

Was Louis Ship there ?
Yes, I think he was there.
The 1little hunchback %

Yes.
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Carsley

Q Harry's brother 7

Yes.,

Was kax lMalumed there ?

Yes.

Did you plead guilty ?

The lawyer pleaded guilty. lMr.Gross.
You are not sure of it %

No.

BY THE CGURT:

Did you receive the ssrvice of a lawyer ?
Yes,slr.

What instructions did you give to the lawyer ?
Whatever he does, it is alright with me.

Who was your lawyer ?

Mr.Mayer Cross,

Did you go to Court 7%

I went to court,l think, onee or twice.

At that time ?

Not toward the end.When the case was finished
I was not there. The lawyer asppeared for me.
You never appeared before the recorder as an

accused at that time, except the day after your arrest?

-37
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Carsley

No.
You never pleaded guilty or not guilty ?

No, I left 1t to the lawyer.

ME.BOISVERT: Objeotion 11 faudrait _roduire un

document ,

PAR LA COUUR: Objection renvoyée,

You never went as a witness in this case ?
No,
You never palid a fine yourself ?

I pald the lawyer's fee. 1 balled uyself out.

"™ ™ 2T
IVITA O .‘Lun_-E H

Do you know at that time when you were arrested
in 1876 St.Catherine street, near Papineau,was
Ship's regular place of buslness, his regular
bookie, wes it open, when you were arrested with

Ship %

BY THE COURT:
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At that time ?

It was closed.

MR, PLANTE

Carsley

Where wcs his regular place of business ?

9068 5t,Cetherine.

HAve you been going there a long time ?

Yes.

He operated there regularly ?

Yes.

Openly %

Yes.,

No hid'ng ?

No.

Not more than feldman ?
No.

Labelle %

Yes,

Opened to all comers 7
Yes.

Was there a thicker tape at

street 7

allles

1976 St.Catherine
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Carsley

Not that I know of.

Not that you know of %

Not that 1 know of.

You don't say you domn't remember ?

I never saw one there.

You never saw one there at 1976 St,Catherine ?
There used to be one at 906 St.Catherlne.
When you were arrested with Ship you recall .
was there ?

Yes, you were there.

In what woom were you in ?

In the back room,

Around lunch time ?

yes,
BY THE CCURT:

You say there was a thicker tape at Ship s 7

Yes,
MR,PLANTE:

At 908 you have seen that machine ?

Yeao

You swear you have never seen that machine when

you have been arrested with Ship ?

~40-
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carsley

No.

How long have you been in there when you were
arrested ?

Half an hcur,

May be.

I did oot see, It did not catch my eye.

On what were you betting ?

Cn horses,

On baseball too ?

I nsver bet on baseball in my life,

™o 11t VO TITSIY e
BY oM WwLUKL 3

At the same place were they taking baseball bets ?
I think sc.

Did you see that thicker tape was registering
baseball 7

Yes, 1 was not interested in baseball. I did not
look at 1it,

Wes it registering racing results 7
{0, just basebell.

1t was giving information about baseball ?

Right.

il
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Carsley

How were rsces results given ?
A man on the BbBard had ear-phones om . He used to

mark thsm up.

MR, PLANTE

Did vou go there frequently ?

Yes.

pid vouv m ot Narry Jhip most of the time 7
Yes.

Max 5lond ?

Yes.

Do vou know if 3hlp was operating by himself ?

: ¢ tuhink 50,

BY TH™ CoU:=T:

Talking of Louis Ship, do you know if Louls was
in partnership with Harry Ship ?

No, he was his solon,

M i1s fellow Blond was he partner of Harry Ship ?
He w=e only on salary.

Do you ¥now whaet he wes doing exactly, what was
his particular occupation ?

He nsed to merk out slips,check them.

He was & manager 7
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Carsley

I don't know if he was or Louis was, They all
used to fight together.

Did Jos Blond would appear as a partner of Harry
Ship ?

No.

R.PLANTE:

How frequently did you visit Ship's place ?
Did you go every week 7

Yes.

Every week ?

Yes.

Sometime more often ?

May be three times, sometimes I did not go, I
would pass about onee a week.

Before 1946 did you have found a closed door at
Ship's,by the police ?

The back door.

The back door was padlocked ?

Yes.

BY THE COURT:
Permanent ly ?
For one month.
Often ?

43~
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Carsley

Th=t I could not tell.

You wers there fairly often., Was it something
like a small sight to see a padlock on the back
room 7

Yes, the main room, they occupled the main room,
so we had to go in s tavern downstalrs.

For two or three years did it happen very often 7
Yes, I have seen it qulte often.

At different periods ?

Yes,

All lurge was that room that was padlocked off hand
approximately ?

From here to the wall, may be a little wider,
Lets say thls square, between this and this,
Fifteen feet by twanty five feet or thirty ?
Bigger than that, a 1little bigger than that,

It was a room 7

It was a room,

The padlock you saw it always on the same door 7
Alwgys on the s=2me door.

You never saw it on a different door 7

Nc.

This padlock......when the padlock was not there,
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Carsley

did it ever happen to you to see any bettling
goin on in the room which was padlocked ?

I did not go in there.

When it was not padlocked %

Yes, they uccd that room for betting.

When it was padlocked they used the other room ?
Yes,

Wes it just something convenlent to have this
room padlocked ?

That was the only room to pedlock,unless they
padlocked the door.

They had to padlock that in order to padlock the
wheole place ?

Yes.

Did any police officer see that it was useless to
padlock that room, if he wanted to stop the betting ?
That 1 don't know, it is not my line.

Did you ever see the police ofiicer golng there
to visit the padlock ?

Yes, 1 did.

While you were betting ?

They opened the padlock and they went in the room
that was padlocked.

Waes betting golng on just the ssme in the otler

room 7
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carsley

Yes,

You did not consider that the police was intrading
in your business 7

I don't know,

1t did not uvother you ?

No,

it did not tother you, it did ot pother any-

body %

ME.PLAnTE:

will you look at this photograph and say whether
you recall the setting 7

That is i1n the front room,

Where 7

At 06,

1 showed you the exhibit E-112 NIT

BY TH: COURT:

About Ship's place was there board in the room
which was padlocked ?
Yes.

There was one there ?

Yes,

Archives de la Ville de Montréal




» O » O

> o > O P

e o O

The same a3 in the other room 7

Not the ssme.
Approximately ?
Yes there was a board to hang on the sheets on

the wall for the telegraph.

MR.PLANTE:

Were there big balckboards in the main room
with a welk ?

Yes,

In the big room ?

Yes,

Ir the big room was there also a counter ?
Yes,

With telephones ?

Yes.

Ané that 1s where you bet ?

Yes,

In the vig room were there backboard where they
put, where they would put the sheets ?

Yes,

Were there any blackboards in the back room
just as elaborate ?

No.

-47~
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Carsley

This was the main room ?
f¥he big room,

Uid you ever see! the back room padlocked ?

> o P ©

No.

BY THE COURT:

Q ¥ns there a walk in the back room 7

A No.

MR.PLANTE:

Q The room that was padlocked, it was only temporary ?

A Yos.

Q Will you lock at exhibit E-112,No,2 and say....
A That is, this is the big room.

Q Was there such a board ?

A The lower on,

Q In this big room there was a walk ?

A Yes,

< ror the marker 7

A Yes,

BY THE CCURT:

Q In the small room were thers spot lights like
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Carsley

the one you saw in photograjh E-112 ?

'hat 1 do .'t romember.

Was there e :Srolley for the operators to allow
themn to walk and talk at the same tlme ?

I don't remember,

v u say that the blg room was never closed ?
1t was never closed.

They used both rooms ?

o, unless there was a small crowd.

For o small crowd a small room , and for a vlg

Lr]

crowd 1 big room

v-u never 8w the tig room padlocked by the

pclice

No aot that 1 know of,

-‘ 1L H 1M }".
8Y THE CCURT:

vou pnever saw the blg room padlocked for how

nany years 7
it way have been golag on during four years

For about four years you have never seen the big

49~
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room padlocked ?
A iint to my “nowledge,

You were going there twoce a week

A "33, somne weeX 1 would not go.

m

MR, T1 ATV o
sille kil S .

Yas there a restaurant there ?

How long had you known Harry ship ?

L

1 know Harry chip for quite a number of years,

b =3

Uo you know what was his occupation prior to
opeuine the bookle at 906 ut,.Catherine ?
A I think he used to work ia the bookle.
#hich boorlis.
A Gn ou.Urbain street,
o for ohapner 7
A oharlie cwith,
‘ @ Do sou know il liaryy Ship was assoclated with
Joster 7
A I dou't know,

‘ § Was n case made agalnst & bookie in 1950 %

A ot me.

-3

Q Were you arrested in 1¢50

A No.
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Carsley

(2]

Q Was a case made & ainst your store 1%
A . fellow was arrested in my store.
w was he workimg Tor you 7

A DNo, he cam~ to use the telephons, they followed

hiz end arrested him there.

<« Woat wus his nme 7

A Elumenthal.

& Was he convicted ?

A I don't think so.

Q W at i1s the address of your store 7

A 58 3t,catherine strest west.

Q Wera you not convicted for operating a gaming
house at 58 ot ,Catherlse Street ' est in 1946 7

A I don't think so.

Cin the 20th of December 194¢, were you ot

donvicted for operating a gawing house at 58

.Ge,uatharine street west ?

A llot thet L know of. That wust have been machnines
like pinballs,

< Wers you convicted for anything 2

A They were welzed, no coiviction,

Q¢ Ne coavietion against you 7

A No, they seize the machines, 1 don't think they

co victad me, I pald no fine.

51-
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Carsley

Were you represented by your lawyer 7

A Yes,

w You look arter everything 7

A Right,

)] Whet machines did ou have %

A 1 had gramophones and pinballs,

W Were you ever 1lnterested in opening a bookie
for ourself ¢

A No,

J When you operated with Labelle,Chapner ?

A Y:s,

Dia you ¥ucw how 5 apner went about to open

P

his book %

A Well,he did not have any money and he asked me
to come in as a silent partner fo finaunce him.

¢ Did pou ever think of operning up = bookie for
yourself ?

A No,

b Never thought ?

A No.

Did you 4now how to go about 1it, to open = book ?

A You could find out.

52
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Carsley

Did you know anybody who could open 2 boOk ?

I dor't know,

You don't want to say.

If I am interested, 1 would go and see some bOOk=
maker interested in opening.

You did¢ not telk to the boss %

I did cot have time, You have to ve there.

Did you ko at 286 +Bt,Catherins, eldman's place ?
Yes, years ago.
How wany years %

Eight, nine years sgo.

Bow lon, did Feldmen operate, how lonyg has he

been cperating ?

I co:1d ot tell you.

Would ;ou go so far as saying thet he was ope-
rating in 1932 ?

Yes, he was operating there,

He continued opereting,you don't knew when he

stopped ?

No, I don't kndw,

Did you: go there 1a 1949 ?

No, 1 4id asot -o there in 1949,

When did you go there last ?

-53-
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Carsley

8ix, seven, eight years ago, the last time 1
went up there.

Then, vou took Ship as your favourite book-maker ?
Yes, right.

Were yvou presenmt when railds were made by the
police %

I was never thers.

Wer- some of your friends there ?

I don't know,

Di¢ you esver hesr of Ship being arrested ?

He was arrested once.

Was that the only time ?

That is only the time that I know of.I don't
know if he was arrested tvefcre .

Do you know if Harry Feldman had been arrested 7
Thet I don't know, I don't know if he had been,
I was not there,

When 3hip.....were you not afrald to go there 7
Nothing to be afraild of,

Why %

I meow it was not a criminal offence, There was
a fine and the costs, it would amount to about

twenty-five dollars,

BY THE COURT:
Did you know how to pay the fine for people

arrested ?
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carsley

When 1 was arrested 1 took one hundred dollars

and paid my fine and I paid the lawyer myself.

Mit. PLANTE:

At that time was that bookie operating openly ?

No, it was closed.
It was barricated ?

o, the doors were closed.

BY THE COURT:

It was the time they broke the door ?

Yes,

¥R PLANTE :

Did anybody tried to open the door ?

I was in the back room, I don't know,

Was the door smashed ?

The back door,

That 1s where you were 7%

Yes, where 1 wus,

Did anybody open the door for the pollce %
d dia not jear them knock. The only thing,

there wes a hammer in the door.

55-
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Carsley

when the police knocked with the hammer, did
anybody come to open the door ?

ot thet 1 kanow of.

y ' o 1 { T
:."\f L s )

shapner,you told us that he asked you to Le a
s!lent partaer, What diad you tell him 7 how much
money did you glve him , did you give him ?

I did not give him auythling at all. +n case he
should loose he would come to me and 1 would give
him fifty dollars or ome hundred dollars,

You gave hir money ?

ot big amounts,

pilé it hsppen often that you gave him money 7
lo.

How many years have you been 1ln partnership with
him ?

Three years.

How mapny times did you give him money approxi-
mately 7

I do wot quite remeiber.

Every week Oor every moanth ?

Just occasionally.

Once in a while 7
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Once in a while.

For what purpose was that money gliven to him 7
If he had a bad day, he would have to pay the
vlayers.

It was used for nothing else but pets ?

Yes.

was there a business proposition for you ?

No.

Did he give you money ?

Very little.

pid it pey him ?

Yes,

were vou m~»d 2t him ?

#o disclved the partmership.

i1nd that lasted for the period of three years ?
o

Did you go there oftem ?

Yes, there was @ period,eight wom hs, 1 did not
¢o there once, 1 had nobody in the store.l went
there very seldom,

was the place visited by the police ?

Yes, he wes arrested.

There were raids ?

Yes,.

-57=
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Garsley

Often %

I don't know.

Did you make any records atout the way those
ralds were settled or fixed according to the law %
Ne, he did not tell me,He used to tell me: twenty,
fifteen gpeople got pinched, It wes a very smasll
room.

lie was not a blg owner ?

Ten feet by twenty-two feet, I would say.

MR.PLANTE

What wrs the address on 3t,Catherine strest %

80 Jl.Cet'erine street ecst,

You ssid thel Shapner was arrested there ?

No rulids.

I ses here......I see in exhib!t E-16 for 60
Ste.lathorine strest east,aspertient one, apartment
two, apartment four, spartment five,apertiment six,
apartnsnt seven, apartiwent dight,apartment nine,
apartient sleven, apartuent fifteen, apartment
fourtoen, apartmert sixteen, apartment eignhteen,
apartient tweaty-two, apartment twenty-five, twenty-

seven y el ¢,

-58-
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carsley

BY TEEW C.URT:

You s=id it wes a very small room 7

They had two rooms, two floors,

Two smwall rooms or one large 7%

No, =bout the same size.

About wh=t dimensions ?

It must have been ten feet by twenty-two feet or
twenty-four feet.

You never saw any apartment there ?

No, just the two rooms,

Apartments going up to twenty-four ?

1 did not see that,

Jould it te possible to imagine that there would
have bsen apartments from one t o twenty-four ?

I don't know how they were flguring it.

There wers only two rooms 7

Yes,

Did hes ever tell you that this numlering on these
rooms,the different numbers,that was used for
different purposes 7

No.

He nevar spoke to you of this system of number of
apartmsnts,so that the ralds would not close his

business 2%
~50-
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carsley

He did not speak to me about that.He was ma-
naging things his own way, 1 did not inter’ere.
Did you know how things could be run, so that
raids could be mad: and that the business could
go on just the sasme ?

I could not answer that.

Shapner never told you about that subject ?
The only thing he used to tell me was : we got
!pinched.

But getting pinched did not stop him ?

Not that 1 know of,.
MR.PLA!TE:

Did you have anything to do with 64 St,Catherine
strest west ?

64, that was Labelle.Labellc was up there.
Was it 60 or 62 ?

60, that used to be a rooming house.

At 64 7

Yes,

When you were partner with Labelle ?

That was at 64 street west.

Yes ?

Yes,

He was your partner them ?
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Before that he started in delicatessen store.

He started in a delicatessen store ?

Yes.

On .t.Catherine street ?

Yes, corner of Clark,

When he became your associate, where was he ?

In delicatessen.

BY THZ C/ URT:

WAS IT his store ?

No, That is in 1938.

Was he using thet as a spot to sell his book-
maker ?

o,

MR.PLANTE:

From thenoa, did he acknowledge....
From that to rooming house,

At 64 7

Yes.

He was yo.r associate then ?

Yes.

There 7

Yes,

-68l-
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BY THE CCURT: .

Wes there a rooming house or exactly a booking
place ?

A room,Fellows would come up and bet.

No drug store 7

No, agents,

MR. PLANTE:

Was there any raids made at 64 3t,.Catherine west ?
Yes,

Were you wwer arrested there 7

Yes, once.

Would you say that you were arrested only once
in your life 7

Not that I know of.

How many times have you been arrested in your
life ?

A few times.

As a book-maker ?

ot that 1 know of, May be one or twice.

Where the first time ?

At 64, I think, I don't remember, because it is
years gone by, may be ten years, fifteen years.

At 60 St.Catherine street east, was Sax Smith

-62-
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Carsley

an associate or an employee of you or Labelle 7
A An employee.

Q Harry Young ?

A He started...he nust have been an employee.
< Phil Rock ?

A He was an employee.

Q Donato Mastracchio ?

A I d4id not know him at all.

. He was convicted according to exhibit E-16.

He was arrested by the Provinclial Police at €0
St=Catherine street east and convicted the 17th
of February 1942,

Vito Carini ?

A I don't know.

4 Solamo Sailor ?

A Yes, he used to work there.

. How many employees did you have ?

A Labelle would know that. 1 don't know,

Q Do 'you mean to s y that you were giving money
to Labelle and that you mean to say that you do
not know what he did with it %

A I did not bother with it. At the time I was
pinched at 64, I just happen to go up when the

police came and Labelle was up at the third fleor
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They did not take him, They took me., instead.

BY THE CCURTS3
Did they take you down to the police station ?

I don't remember, nine years ago.

MR.PLANTE:

Was Harry Ship a prosperous man ?

Well, before he had a book, he was a poor boy.
And since he became interested in a bookie ?
Well,I don't know, somebody backed him there.
Do you know who backed him there ?

No.

Did you ever hear of Harry Foster ?

No.

Was Ship interested in night clubs ?

After.

When ?

After he had a book he became a partner for a
night club.,

Which night club ?

The Tic-Toc.

Do you know if Harry Feldman was a partner in

the Tic-Toc %
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Carsley

I understood he bought Feldman's home

Did you ever go to his home on St.Catherine Road ?
No, I have newver been there.

Do you know if Harry Ship had interests in the
Drummond Cagé 7

I thing he had a small interest in that.

Do you know if Harry Ship had a gaming house

on the island ?

No....I heard he was interested in Cote de lLissse.

Have you ever been to Cote de Llesse ?
No,never been there.

Where im Cote de Liesse ?

Cote 3t-Michel Road.

Is that two different roads: Cote de Liesse and
Cote St-Luke ?

I don't know.

Is Harry Feldman a prosperous man too ?

Yes, he 1s.

Very prosperous ?

I think so.

BY THE CCURT:
Would you say that Ship is very prosperous ?

Well, he is well up .

-85~
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Carsley

Q Did he become well up while he was interested
in nothing but books ?

A He started with books and he used to bet on
horses. He was very lucky.

Q@ Lucky with his books too ?

A I don't know,

AND FURTHER DEPOI'ENT SAITH NOT.

I, the undersigned, Ufficial stenographer

declare that the foregoing pages are and contain |
a true transceript of the deposition of the I
above named witness as taken by me by means of

stenography; the whole, according to the law. |

And I have signed:
' { .

v M/‘kﬂ"‘ﬂ J A
| AIME GRANDMAISCN, g

Court Official Stenographer,
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