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CANADA

PROVINCE OF . UELEC

DISTRICT OF MONTREAL SUPERIOR COURT
0. 3 000

REUBEN LEVESQUE & AL,

Petitiomers ex-parte

UNDER THE PRVSIDENCY OF IH" HONOURABLE JUSTICE FRANCOIS
CARON,

Cou'cils: Me,Plante,
Ve, Drapeau for the petitionmers,

Me,Ubald Boisvert, for the respondents,
Ve.Cohen.

N THE YEAR OF CUR LORD NVINFTEEN HUNDRED ANB
FIFTY OUE (1951) on the eighth day of Mardch.
PERSCNALLY CAME AND APPFEARED:
JOLEFH JERVIN, 42 years, manufacturer
of pants,4590 Ponsard aveuus,

BY THE CCURT:

Q Do you ennsider yourself bound by that oath?

A Yes,
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You consider that 1t is sufficient ?
Yes, I refuse to answer if I am to be incriminated.
You are ordered to answer snd you have all the

protection that the law can afford you,

EXAMINED BY YR.PLANTE:

Were you ever Iinterested in book-making before
the first of Janusry 1941 to the 3lst of lay
1950 %

Yes sir, I was,

How long have you bcen interested in booOk=-
making 7

About seventeen, eighteen, t wenty years,

May be twenty years ?

Yes,

In the City of Montreal 7

Yes,

Have you been the operator of a bookie ?
Ves sir, I was,

Did you own a book under your own name ?

Yes sir.

Did you have many bookies ?

No, Jjust one.

Une bookie ?
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Yes.

Were you slways interested in the ssame bookie ?
Over the past twenty years, 1 was interested

in one at a tlime,

Let us follow the chronology. Whem were you

first interested in a book ?

I would say around 19380, 31, 32,

And when the war came ?

I hed a book on Guy street, in the neighborhood ,

not necessarily at the same address,

BY THE COURT:

When the war broke out, you were on Guy

Street 7

I don t think I was. It was on St.Catherine.
In 194¢ ?

St.Catherine near Guy street.

ME,PLANTE:

What was the asddress ?

1637,

These two addresses: 1637 St.Catherine street
and 1440 Cuy Street are mentioned in the

petition,
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BY THE COURT:

How long have you been there in 1941 at 1637
3t.Catherine street west ?

I think I was there two or three years .
Altogether ?

I used to move out. 1 used to have another place
on the corner of Peel street, 1 don't remember the
date.

How many years were you operating st 1637 oSt, Ca=-
therine 3

About three years, possibly four years,

Had that place been operated as @ pook before
you went there ?

No .

It is the first book there 7

Yes.

Was that vour first book ?

No,

You had a book before that %

Yes.

BY THE COURT:
You said that you had your own book after since
1630 ?

Yes.
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Bervin

ME.PLANTE:

Were you ever arrested yourself ?

kany times,

Under your own name 7

No,if I would help it.

What name did you use ?

Jack Sarkin.That was s book-maker of mine .
Did you use other names ?

Yes, I did.

Did you use the name of Jack Clark ? Jack Clarkinm ?
No, I don't think so.

Did you use the name of Clark ?

I cannot possibly remember all the names 1 used.
Did the police accept any namesyou used ?
Generally yes,

The seme officer ?

No,not necessarily so.

But did the same officer accept differents names ?
I don't remember who was the of icer, They were
changing all the time.

You say that they were changing all the time ?

The man who took the neames,the man who was in

charge, may D€s.¢..

-5-
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Bervin

Q When there was a raid, you were glving your naue
as Larkin ?
A Yes.

. And they accepted it ?

A Yes,
Q Were you ever convicted to jail ?
A No.

4 Have you ever heard of an operator convicted to
jail ae being operntor ?

A Yes, I think so.

%  Whom ?

A Harry Ship.

< Is thet the only one you recall for all those
years ?

A There were a few, but I don't remember who they
were,

« Tell me just one.

A Coach me, You must know.

BY THE COURT:
Q Did you fear any danger that you would go to Jjail
because you were operating a book ?

A No, I don't think there was any danger.
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Did the nunicipel police ever take you finger-
prints and your picture ?

Yes,

The municipal police ?

Yes,

When was that ?

I don't remember.

You don’'t remember ?

No.

But you are positive ?

Yes, I am guite positive.

BY THE COURT:
You know the diffirence between the provimclal
and the municipel police ?

I think both had my fingerprints.

MR.PLANTE :

For book-making or anything else ?
Nothing else,

Were you around as a book-maker since 1941
personally ?

Yes,

-7-
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You were ?

Yes,I am quite sure I was,

And you were areested personally ?

I am quite sure I was,

By the municipal or the provincial pollice ?
By the municipal police, I think so.

At 1637 did you have partners or were you the
sole owner ?

The sole owner.

Was that the ground place 7

No, first floor up. I had two floors, the first
and the second floor.

What was the idea of having two floors ?

That is the way I had to rent the place.
Where did you operate ? on first floor ?

On both.One at & time, Some time on the first
and some time of the top floor,

Were you always the occupier of both floors ?
You paid the rent of both floors ?

Yes.

How many rooms did you have on the first floor %
On the forst floor, one, two,three rooms.

And on the second floor ?

On the second flcor 1 had two rooms,.
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Five rooms altogether ?

Yes.

BY THE CCURT:

And a tollet ?

No, I had demolished it to make a larger room.
Altogether there were two rooms on the seccnd
floor and three on the first floor ?

Right.

Was there a toilet there ?

Yes, there was, on each floor.

Were the toilets ever padlocked ?

Never.

MR, PLANTE :

What was padlocked ?

The room where I worked, I worked in them all.
Wes your business ever interrupted by a padlock 7
Yes,

Completely ?

Yes.

Did you heve five rooms, the five rooms,all of
them padlocked ?

The front door wes pedlocked.lNo, it was Cuy
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stre=t that was psdlocked,not St,Cat erine,

') Will you look at this plcture and say whether
it represents the door at 1637 ?

A I think it is on 1440,

Q What does the plcture say ?

A 1637, Pioneers Bacial and Bridge Club.

Q Was that your door ?

A Yes,

Q Was that a picture of your door at 1837 ?
A Yesm, 1 think five years ago.

X] Were you there three years ?
A Yes.
iave you any doubt thst it 1s the picture of your
door 7
A TNo, I think it 1is.
You have a 'ote: 1440 Guy stfeet ?
< Yes,
Q Do you know who put the letterssign there: 1440 %
A I don't remember,
This letter sign: 1440,meant that you were, that
you had moved ?
A May ve, 1 don't remember thst.

@ ry were ou moving to 1440 Cuy street ?

10-
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I bought the place on Guy street.

Was that the only res=son ?

I don't remember.

Wgs this your place %

Yes.

Wes it padlocked ?

Two times,

Yes ?

Mgy be,

I was asking you whether your premises,your
business had been interrupted by a padlock and
you said yes.The padlock was put on by the police.
Right ?

Yes.Do you meam by that, do you mean that 1 stopped
working because of the padlock ?

Yes.

I went to work somewhere else.

But 2t 1637 was the main door ever pasdlocked 7

I don't remember if it was ar not,

BY THE C URT:
Until what year were you in 1637 7

I think 1t was 1943, 1944.

-11-
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Q You don't remember ?

A DNo, I don't remember,

BY THE CCUURT:

MR.PLANTE:
Q I was going to ask you if your place of business
had been completely closed for a certain period
of time. Do you remember it ?
A YNo, may be, no because I did move in some other
premises and carry the things somewhere else,

Did you move up to other premises quite often ?

A Yes,
¥R, PLANTE:

4 You s-id you had two places, two premises: 1637
and 1440 ?

A TFor ten years., I had a plece on St,Luke street.
Q What was the address ?

A I don't remember.

BY THE COURT:

<, Yhen was it ?
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MR,PLANTE:

Before the war ?

After I was on St.lathew.

At whet time were you on St,Luke street ?

I think it was between Guy street and St-Mathleu's .
How long were you there ?

Not very long.

Bow long 7

May be two or three months.

May be wwo or three months ¢

Yes,

Why were you moving there ? Was that a breach in
your business ?

Probably, because my place was padlocked.

#hat year would it be ?

I don't remember,

BY THE COURT:

Which place was padlocked on Guy street or on
St-luke street ?

I don't remember, because Cuy street was =lso
padlocked at one time ,the front door. I think it

was in 1944 or 43,

-13=
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MR, PLANTE:

Just one ?

It w23 on Guy street.

When did you buy the property om Guy street ?

I think it was in 1943,

And you started operating in 1943 ?

No, I did not go in right away. 1 could not go in.
When did you start operating ?

1944, I think. I would not swear to that,

You have invited me to coach you ?

Yes, you have the information.

Are you willing to accept the information filed
by the ledger of the police ?

Yes,

The Court record ?

Yes,
BY TEE COURT:

You kept no records ?

No.

MR.PLANTE

At 1637 St.Catherine street West, it appears

14~
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thet the house started operating in 1938. Would
that be correct ?

Yes.,

That would be about the time you opened ?

I imagine so.

In exhibit E-16,there appears convictions against
apprtment one,two,four, five, six, seven,elight,
nine,ten, eleven,twelve,thirteen, fourteen, fifteen,
sixteen,eighteen, thirty., There were never so many
apartments ?

Five apartments,

There were only two cases made against the main
door: 1637, mccording to the records,

Two,

And in December 1940 by the Provincial Police
where Charles Blake was a rrested., Who was Charles
Blake ?

I don't remember, This is ten years ago.

" BY THE COURT:

It could be your name ?

Yes,
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MR,PLANTE:

You used pratically eny name ?

Yes,

Is this the only thing that the police would ask ?
Yes,

The second conviction 1n 1946,on July 24th 1946 7
It i3 many years.,

Do you remember that this is correct ?

Probably, 1 don't remember,

O oo P o P o P O

You don?t remember ?

BY THE CCURT:

Q When this case was made against presumed
apartment in your building, you were operating
just the same ?

A Yes,

Q You were not operating only when cases were made
against your main door ?

A Right.

< And from 1940 to 1946 you never stopped operating
on Guy street ?

A Yes,

MR,PLANTE:

Q In exhibit E-16 there appears not a single

=16
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padlock against the main door. Does that refresh
your memory to the effect that your main door
1637 St,Catherine was never padlocked ?

A I am not argueing with the records,
BY THE CCURT:

Q So if you were not padlocked at 1637 did you
have to move ?

A No, probably not.

@ During those years from 1940,41 to 1946 did
you move to St-Luke street and St.Mathew or Guy
street or could you not have moved ?

A I could have moved,but it is possible that I
moved on St-Luke street after 1946,

Q On St.Mathew street would it be possible that
i1t was after 1946 ?

A Yes.

BY THE COURT:

Q Did you operate the two places at the s'me time ?

A No.

Q And you have moved from St.Catherine street begeuse

you have had too much trouble ?

A Tor trouble only I would not have moved,But for

anything else.
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There was a padlock ?

No,as long as a room was open, I would have used
it.

You had the main room which you were using more
regularly ?

I had two. One on the first floor and one on the
second Tloor.

Equipped with blackboards ?

Yes,

Th®se blackboards were nailed ?
Not essentially.

¥hat else did you have ?
Desks,pdncils,

A phone 7

Yes.

How many?

Two.

On each place or altogether ?
Altogether,

Did you have this with

Yes.

By the Bell company ?

Yes .,

Did you move your telephones ?

-18-
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A May be I had an extension.

Q When did you move the phone ?

A I probably moved it slways I had an extension
to the other room.

You say you were using another room on the same

O

place %

A No,

Q You never used more rooms on one floor ? except
the one which was usually equipped ? Would that
be your answer ?

A Yes,

Q Would you thinke....would you like to correct your
answer ?

Q I would like to answer to the besat of my ability.
It has been & long time, I think I had an e xtension
downstairs, and if there was a padlock, I would
move the telephone myself, It is a very simple
operation,

Q What room did you use ?

A The back room,

You sliate that you never used but the fron room

-

on the first floor and the front room on the second

fleoor,What is your answer %

A I would say that it is right.

=] P
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Is it correct ?

I think so.

Now, what about the back room 2

I think that about the back room, I don't remember
when it was or why, the first floor I uwed the
back room on the first floor.

On the first floor ?

Yes,

Often ?

I don't remember how often.

And the third floor, did you use the backroom ?
I did not have one on the top.

You had conly one 7

Two rooms on the top,where was the big room,

Did you use the same room ?

I think so.

Did you move your phone there ?

I moved after.

Did you call the Bell Company when you moved ?
1 don't remember,

Did you move the phone yourself or move the wire ?
I think it is very simple to move a telephons.
When did you move the telephons.

Depending cn how much time I had, if I had time,

I would prefer to have the Bell Telephone move it,

-20~ Archives de la Ville de Montréal




» & » © »>» O

O

© > o »

Bervin

How much time ?

I had the Bell Telephone if I had time.

Who asked the Bell Telephone to move immediately ?
Dependingogow that padlock was coming against,

Were you notified that the padlock was to be affixed ?
Yes, I think I wne notified.

So you had to move your telephone when you were

told that the padlock would be put on a certain
room ?

Right.

ls that correct ?

Yes,

And when you were told that the padlock would be

put on a certain door,you just hed to pick up

the things you needed to operate to the other room ?
Correct.

( P.M.)

Do you know why the officer that raided your pre-
mises took the numbers of the presumed spartments
why they put a complaint a alnst you 7

Yes beceuse as it stands uow,there were at least
fifteen spartments mentioned and, as you said before,
there were only five.

How can you account for that ?

wil=
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I cannot amccount for that,

How long have this system of identifying a betting
house have been used by the police ? your clvie
number was really 1637 ?

Right.

You were giving your address as 1637 ?

Yes,

All your bills were bing sent to this addre:s : 1637 7
Yes.

You had a lease for 1637 ?

Yes,

You paid city taxes for 1637 ?

Yes,

Did you pay taxes under your own naje ?

I don't remember 1f it was my name or if it was
The Pioneer Socisl Club., 1 don't remember that,
Probably it w=s under my namse,

At any rate, you pald that *?

Yes.

What taxes did you pay ?

Water taxes, that is all.

Did you pey any business taxes ?

I don't know,
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T. the best of your knowledge you paid only the
water tax 7

Yes.

BY THE COURT:

Did you pay by chegue 7

1 don't remember. It 1s paid.

Did you have & bank account ?

Yes,

In the name of The Pioneer Sociasl Club ?

I don't think so, no.

MK, PLANTE 3

In water tax roll for the City of Montreal,in

1945, in 1946, 1637 is registered under the name

of Pioneers 3ocial and Bridge Club,second and

third floor,Jos.Bervin president., Is that correct ?
Probably.

All bills, sll texes were pald for 1637 and that
was your address, What was the purpose of adding
apartments liks this they were ot existling like
that 7

They were existing.

-83-
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You were the only tenant 7

Yes.

Did the police knew that you wcre the tenant ?

1 never asked them.

Did you hide ?

If you walk into my place and saw wy apartment,
you would think there were many tenants,That was

the impression I wanted to give.
BY THE COURT:

You were always there ?

Yes,

You were the one who was paying the bound to the
officer in charze when there was a raid ?

Cenerally yes.

Generally you were the one dealing with the orfficer ?
Yes.

Appearing to be at least the manager of the place 4
If you assume that.

You did not let your caretaker look at that money ?
Yes, one of uy staff would do that.Generally 1

was t he one.

You were running the whole thing.

Yes.
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MR, PLANTE:

Is there any doubt about the owner of the place ?
You have to ask them.

For you ?

I never asked them, 1 never put anything forward
as this: who is the boss. I did not know at that
time what they were thinking. 80 I cannot say.
The numbers of spartments which appear are they

nugbers thet you put on ?

Yes.

A1d so you changed the numbers of the apartments ?
Yes,

You were chenging the numbers yourself ?

Yaa,

Why ?

If 1 was arrested let say on apartment one,l knew
that a padlock would be put on 1t if there was
another arrest against it.3¢ I changed the number

of the apartment to number two.
BY THE CCURT:
That was to fool the police ?

Yes.,

-25=
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‘And you have.

I don't kunow how the records go.

You hed many padlocks %

I had enough.

And you had been operating for flve years T
Yes.

Through the system of changing the anumbers atove
the same door ?

Yes, That was what I was trying to do.

You fo:nd it very easy to fool the police ?

1 don't know. I was padlocked Just the same,
The room was padlocked, but the whole place was
going o Jjust the some ?

Yes,

Your operations were never stopped by those
padlocks ?

Except when the front door......

MR, PLANTE:

Was 1t not a crude way ceeeoe

I cannot answer that,Yhat may be crude that way.
1 don't know .

A2cording to the police report E-16, the

front door was never padlocked,

-26-
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A You said it was padlocked.

Q DNot at this tims. A case was made against 1637
as exhidbit E-16, a case was made &n 1940 and
in 1946 agalinst 1637 St.Catherine.

A Not padlocked .eeoes

™) Do you know how mapy convictions in a year ?

A Two,
Q There was only one in 1940,
A Yes,
Q 8o you place was never padlocked ?
THE WITNESS:
was it the time it was on the front door ?
4] Yes

Q@ And referring to exhibit E-16 I see, for example,
that in 1942 officer Clair made one, two, three,
four raids in 1942; five raids , in June against
Apartment 11, one on the fifth of june, one on the
21st of July avainst apartment six, one on the
26th of october asgalnst apartment twelve,one on

-thm 12th of I"ebruary against apartment seven and

one cn the 9th of December against apartment 16.
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The same ofricer pointing or swearing before the

court cases against five different apartments of

the premises,

ME, BOISVE!T: Objection,

BY THE COURT: Cbjection over-ruled and the

question is permitted.

MR, PLANTE:

Q Did anybody suggested to ycu to change the numbers
of the apartments or 1f it was of your own thinking ?
A I don't remember how the thought ever came,
<« You swear to that ?
A Sure, positive.
. Did you know other bookies in town ?
A Yes.
Q Did you know all other bookies all cover town in

years ?

A They all follow the same pesture.
Q You swear you cennot recall whether it was your
own idea or if somebody suggested it to you ?

No, I don't remember,
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BY THE COURT:

DO vou know if all bookies weee following an

jdenticel system ?

I think so.

Do you know if any of your friends,your other
friends owing places like yours,if their main
door was pesdlocked between 1941 and 1945 ?
You would %now better tham I,

Did you ever hear of that ?

I don't remember, Probably.

Probably ?

I cannot say yes or ko. I don't remember,
When you decided to open your bookie how did you
choose the spot ? You are a businessman,

Yes,

How did you choose your spot .

THE WITNESS
That particulsr location ?

Yes,
THE WITNEES:
The nelighborhood ?

Yes,
-29
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A That is where 1 lived. I wes there all the time,
Q Is that the reason ?

A Yes, that 1is where all the time,

Q You were well-<nown ?

A Yes. My father had a store on St.Catherine street

and Guy street and we had a store, I was ten years,
twelve years,

Q Thst is the reason ?

A Yes,

W Did you make = little survey as if there were

any competitors around there ?

f Yes,
Q When ?
A Yerrs ago.

When you opened 7

A

No.

No compstitors ?

> o P

Incidentally you asked ms this mornlng when I
first open up,when you asked me that, well, 1

wes not the so0le owner,

« Did you know that operating a bookie was a.aimst
the Criminal Code of Canada ?

A Yes.

=30~
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Were you not efraid to open your bookie ?
Well,...evidently I was open for twenty years,
I guess 1 was not,

Why were you not afraid ? There is a police force
in the City of Moncreal 7

Yes, there is a police.

There is an axecutive committee watching the
police law ?

I did not know that.

You knew that there is a police force ?

Yes,

You were not afraild ?

Afreld... o...] am afraild to oross the streect.

BY TH™ COURT:

You were afraid to be put in jadl ?

Not clther.

You wo:1d be afraid of stealing ?

Yes.,

Not because it i1s wrong in itsell but also
because there would be a punishment ?

Yes,

Did you know that there was no punishment against
bookie ?

-3]-
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A I never rfelt criuinal.

Q According to this general thought, you knew that
it was prohibited to operate u bookie by the
Criminal Code ?

A TYes,

Q You knew it was possible for you to go to jall
for operating = bookie 7

A That possibility always existed.

4 You were not afrald ?

A I hed a charm,

You s=1d e minute ago you were not afrald: I was

open twenty years,

A I had fesr,pbut even if you would feer,you would do
Just the same,

Q Have y u ever heard of a book-moker being put to
Jail ?

A I think Jeck knish went to jall,

Q Wes he a real book-meker himself or an employee ?

That must be ten, twelve years.

Your colleagues, the owners,were they ever put

to jeil cn account of book-mukers ?

A Harry Ship is the only one 1 remember.

MR,PLANTE:
G Once you decided to open you say that you had

been working since 1920 or gsomething like that ?

32~
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Yes,

You had been working for somebody else ?

For somebody else.

For whom ?

Roofy.

Where was ha operating ?

He was operating on St.Catherine near Plerce street.
Thet would be what number ?

The building was demollshed,

Do you remember the number ?

The numbers have been changed.

You were there as a ticket man ?

Yes.

How long ?

One year probably.

Then did you go into business for yourself ?
Roofy gave up and he gave me the business,

How long did you stay in business there on Plerce
strest ?

I worksd for him there. He moved to Cypres street.
What number ? 1105 ?

Approximate the Windsor station,

The hotel ?

No, the street. ....

33~
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Osborne street ?

Yes,

Yo: were operating on Osborne street ?

I was operating for him until he gave up and
he gave me the business,

On Osborne street ?

Ves,

How long there 7

Not long.de ;re going back quite a while.I moved
from there to Sleury street.

Whet address ?

Near Zherbrooke,on the hill,

What year approximately ?

1932, 1933,

Pid you stay there long ?

No,a year or so.

Why di1d you move from Osborne street ?

I don't remember why.

You remember why you left,

May be the landlord discovered me.

On Bleury streect why did you rmove ?

I think we were raided once, 1 don't remember.
We thought it wise to move.,l don't remewber the
details.
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Bervin

You were there on Bleury strest how long ?
A year,

And from there 7

That 1es becoming 1ife history.To Sherbrooke
stre-t,ne=r St-Urbain.

Always on your own ?

At that time I was with Georgs Pearce.

You stayed there how long ?

It is only s guess, A year possibly.

And then ?

THE WITNESS:

Fow meny veers do I have to go back ?

1 went to show the court how much experience
you have,

From there 1 went to Guy street.

What addre s ?

1440, upstairs,

1440 upstalirs ?

Yes,which was subseguently burnt down.

That is prior to being to 1837 7

Yes,

And then later, around 1945,we went back to 1440,
the new building ?

The top floor burnt.

Was it the same routine in all those years, was it
the same routine followed by the police being faked
by the number of apartments ?

Archives de la Ville de Montréal
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At that time I moved becavse the police stopped

the business there and then I never went Dack

there agalin.
BY THff COURT:

When wes that ?
In 1930,
From Osborne to Bleury and them to St-Urbain street ?

Yes, Sherbrooke and St-Urbain.
R.PLANTE

¢ They found out how the operation was golng on
and they put you out of business ?

Not out of business, no, I moved somewhere else.
There was a particular reason. And at 1637 you

were visited bv the Montreal Police every month ?

That 1s because you moved ?

well it 1s a question of business.If 1t 1s profi-
table I stay,emd if it is not, I move.

So 1 can say thet at 1637 you co:ld meet all ex-
penses ?

Yes,

Yould vou say that you were arrested under the

name of Jack Larkin ?

-3 6= .
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Yes.

You say so ?

Yes,

You swear to that ?

Yes,

Several times ?

1 would say so, yes.

Did any body gave your name of Jack Larkin ?
Possibly yes.

Fow wany times were you arrested by the provincial
yolice under the nsme of Jack Larkin %

I don't know,
BY THE CGURT:

To your knowledge did you have ynur place of
business,did you have into your place of business
gomabody by the name of Jack Larkin ?

No,

Was it noticed that you were using the name of
Jack Larkin ?

It 1s vpossible,

Did your employees knew that you were using the

name of Jack Larkin ?

-37-

Archives de;% Ville de Montréal

.




Bervin

Yes.
Yes 7

Yes.

MR, PLANTE

3p i{f the business was good you could pay the
fin=s and vou wers not padlocked ,you could stay
there ?

Yes.

and the police mccepted your allases and you were
always ,aying the bills yourself,practically all
the time ?

Tes.

They were accepting your changing numbers ?

1 don't know if they noticed the change or not.

Could they be that stupid ?

THE WITNESS:

You ask me 7

Yes, could they be that stupid ? You lived 1in the
premises ? Would you keep an employee who would

be so stupid as to accept what the police accepted
from you ?

It is a guestion for the police.

1 am asking you.You had employees ?

-38=-
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Yes,

BY THE CCURT:

They would know the difference between one dollar
and two dollars %

Yes.

If your employee would not know the differenca,
you would not have kept him as an employee ?

No.

MR, PLANTE:

When the police raided your premises what would
they seize §

They seized =11 mybetting slips.
All your betting slips ?

Yes.

Of the day ?

of the day, yes.

Do you swear to that ?

Oh yes.

what else would they seize ?

iy result sheet.

All your result sheets ?

No,they took enough, I thinkdhey would not take

39~
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Bervin

them all, 1 don't knmow, four or five,

If they seized betting slips how would you pay

your customers ?

I hed a lot of trouble with that. A person would
coms for money. It was e problem to pay.

And the ;olice was accepting that fake, they

ware accepting your real slips ?

Yes.

Were they then granting you five greater privileges,
not elosing down your place, Why should they take

the sllps of the day 7

TH? WITNESS:

Why should they come every month ?

Mey be you could tell us.

jlay be you c&n.

What else would they seize ?

They would seize what was necessary to make
thelr cases,

Would they seize the telephone ?

Not in the early years.

During 1941 up to 1945 ?

Yes,l think they did.

BY THE CURT:

Were they not seizing only the esr phome ?

Archives de la Ville de Montréal




&

> o >

> o PF

Bervin

The phone and the ear-phone too .,

pid you have a special phone for thut ?

No, the phone I was using.

Did you have tha phone disconnccted ?

Yes, 1 did.

You had the phone discomnected ?

Yes, when they left, I hed a phone and I would
put it back on the wire.

You had an extra phone ?

Yes, 1 had one in stock all the time,

Would they seize the ear-phone gquite often ?

1 don't think so. They took the phone,

Would they not seize only the slips on the sheets
being on your blackboard ?

Two or three or generally five or six, 1 would
presume, so they had enough te p-uve the case.
You did .ot put your betting sheets on the board ?
No,it is renewed.

Was it wot what was they were selzing ?

Yes,

llot your betting sheets 7

Yes, also.

Where ?

Cn tne desk, I had them in front of me all the

time,They would seize them.
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Did you hesrthe police when they were coming for
a raid ?

Yes, very often,

'ive or six ?

Yes,

And making no no'se ?

Yes,one fellow broke his leg.

Did you have time to put your betting sheets or

vour betting slips or whatever you cell in your

pocket, when you heard the police coming ?

Yes, once In a2 while we did,

]
You 4id -ot purposely give them something that
would c¢ausec you a lot of trouble %

No.

pid you know on what day they were coming ?

No.

gy

XR.PLATTE
After a raid how long was it till you could resume
operation ? How long w:s it ?

Net long.

What do you tean: not long ?

B~ THE CCURT:

Five minutes after the police had left ?

-4B=
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Yes,as far as 1 had my fine accepted.

Your customers were not leaving the plece ?
Somet,imes they were all told to go out.
Sometimes ¥

Yes.,

Somet imes they were all there ?

Yes.

And the police was taking thelr naues ?

Yes.

And sccept the money 7

Yes,

Arnd depart ?

Yes.

and then you would go on with your businsss ?

Yes.

MR, PLANTE ¢

Did the officer before taking your unares,did he
call or wo ld he call the i3ell Telephone to tell
them that the police were selzlng your telephone ?

Not in those years .

BY THE ¢CURT:

What year do you m=an ?

-43-
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Bervin

I think sbout the year 1940.
pefore 1945 ?

Yes,

MR, PLAITTR :
They just took the phone ?

They ocut the wire

BY TBE CQUAT:

Could you get your phone back from the police ?
No,they were aot hard to get.

In 1942, 1941 it was easy to get one 7

It was easy to have some in the apartment.

And they wercsesee

They were telephones, they were not numbers.

80 you could get a telephone, you could get them

8o that you could replace them every month ?
Yas,
For five years ?

Yes.,

During those years ?

I used to keep two or three all the time,
And nobody could ¥Xeep one at home ?

They were dead phones,

Just ins.ruments 7

-] ] -
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Yes.

You rould get the instrument ?

Yes,

Yes.

From the janitor.

From the jandétor who could look them off ?
People must have.....

And who was coming in ?

The 5ell Telephone had to replace.

MR, PLANTE:

And you say people were staying out of the apart-
ment 7

I essume that,

Could vou glve me the name of one Jjanitor and
tell me why he was the janitor and he was giving
you the phone ?

I don't remember,

I know, If you could phone like that,..

MR, PLANTE:

According to police report E-16,the municipal
police alons raided your places 31 times before
the 23rd of January 1952,.....that is what I

want to say is between the 23rd of January 1941

-45~
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to the 24th of July 1946; 31 times,.Did the
provineial police go always alternste with the
Montresl Police in making the raids in your pre-
mises for 1941 to 1945 7

Well by that they mean....

Would they make cases,did the police,the provincial
police made cases agalnst you ?

Yes.

with same frequency ?

Yes.

And they would come one week 7

They would come the scme day.

You mean that from 1941 to 1946 the average was

that reids were made forty-five,sixty times ?

THE WITNESS:

In four years ?

Yes,from 1941 to 1946 ?

Yes.

So you were raided about sixty times In five years ?
Yes.

About every month 7

I don't remember but that would Le poseible.

And every time they would seize telephones ?

-46-
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I don't remember.The Provincial police,it would
seize the telephone,

It !5 po:=sible that the Provincial Police did not
seize tne telephone 7

Yes.

BY THE CCURT:
Is it possible that the munlcipal police did unot

seize the telephone ?

THE WITNESS:

Is 1t possible theleseosee

Do you think that the landlord would take that

very easily that his janitor would steal telephones

from his apartment ?

AND FURTHER DEPCNENT SAITH RCT.

1, the undersigned, AIME GRANDMAISCN,
Court Official Stenographer, declare that the
foregoing pages are and contaln a true transcript
of the deposition of the above named witness as
taken by me by means of stenography; the whole,
accordings to the law,

Allb 1 H.VE SIGNED:
(, ' s'a M.}‘!—nu'av“-‘w

AIME GRANDLAILON
Court Official Stenographer
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