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A

New Edition, to be published in October, strictly limited to 520
Copies, of which only 500 are for sale.

TRAVELS avo ADVENTURES
IN CANADA

AND THE INDIAN TERRITORIES
BETWEEN
THE YEARS 1760 AND 1771

IN TWO PARTS

WITH PORTRAIT AND MAP

BY
ALEXANDER HENRY
With Biography and Additional Notes by
JAMES BAIN, Jr.

THE CARSWELL CO., LIMITED,
TORONTO.

Reper Lo 5 ui= 199
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ORDER FORM.

{225 O N OAT h  (WEOE 0 0 1:5’{)
To
THE CARSWELL CO., Limited,
TorONTO, CAN.

et B ST BT T g S, K COP eraos s of
“TRAYELS AND ADVENTURES IN CANADA,” by Alevander Henry.

Lnclosed is $3.00, for which send the work, carriage prepaid.

DN EENNES s oo ne niin v siw a0 s a6 5 48 950 S R S NH 5 5 o

DA A S v e inisvaswis i vn e FesaRs B N AR AR 3 A 93

PUBLISHERS NOTE.

ﬂLEXANDER HENRY, not to be confounded with
Alexander Henry, Jr., his nephew, was the pioneer
of the Canadian fur trade under the English administra-
tion. From Montreal, in the year 1761, this adventurous
trader ascended the Ottawa river, and in spite of repeated
warnings pursued his journey to Michilimackinac. The
story of his adventures during the period when the fort
was seized by the Ojibwas, at the instigation of Pontiac as
part of his great scheme for the expulsion of the English
from the West, and his final escape, has been repeated in
almost every history of the Indians. Little has been said
of his subsequent enterprise in extending trade to the
North-West, and of its growth into the famous North-
West Company. His narrative, which was published in
New York in 1809, has beecome rarve, and few of the
remaining copies are perfect. The publishers think that
the time has arrived for another edition, which will be an
aceurate reprint of the first, notes being appended, explan-
atory of names or incidents, which, however familiar in
the author's day, have now passed out of remembrance
The frontispiece will consist of an excellent photogravure
portrait of the author; and the whole will be preceded by
a biographical notice, which, with the notes, will be pre-
pared by Mr. James Bain, Jr., Public Library, Toronto.
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SPECIMEN PAGE.
4 TRAVELS AND

vice, T agreed but reluctantly to the proposal of my
guide and interpreter, which was nothing less, than
that we should pass the night with them. My fears
were somewhat lulled by his information, that he was
personally acquainted with those who composed the
camp, and by his assurances, that no danger was to be
apprehended; and, being greatly fatigued, T entered
one of the lodges, where I presently fell asleep.

Unfortunately, Bodoine had brought, upon his
back, a small keg of rum, which, while T slept, he
opened, not only for himself, but for the general grati-
fication of his friends; a cireumstance, of which T was
first made aware. in being awakened, by a kick on the
breast, from the foot of one of my hosts, and by a vell.
or Indian ery, which immediately suceeeded. At the
instant of opening my eyes, I saw that my assailant
was struggling with one of his companions, who, in
conjunction with several women, was endeavouring to
restrain his ferocity. Perceiving, however, in the
countenance of my enemy, the most determined mis-
chief, T sprung upon my feet, receiving, in so doing,
a wound in my hand, from a knife, which had been
raised to give a more serious wound. While the rest of
my guardians continued their charitable efforts for
my protection, an old woman took hold of my arm.
and, making signs that I should accompany her, led
me out of the lodge, and then

A charitable fund is now established in Montreal, for the
relief of disabled and decayed voyageurs.

Archives de la Ville de Montréal’



Uniform with [Pike and Lewis & Clatk

New Light on the Early History

of the Greater Northwest

THE MANUSCRIPT TOURNALS OF

ALEXANDER HENRY

Fur Trader of the Northwest Company

AND OF

DaviD THOMPSON

Official Surveyor and Explorer of the same Company

1799-1814

EXPLORATION AND ADVENTURE AMONG THE
INDIANS ON THE RED, SASKATCHEWAN,
MISSOURI AND COLUMBIA RIVERS

EDITED WITH COPIOUS CRITICAL COMMENTARY

By Pror. ELLioTT COUES, AM., M.D., PH.D.,

Editor of *‘Tiewis and Clark,” ‘' Pike," etc., ete.

IN THREE VOLUMES

Limited Edition—large 8vo, $10 net
Large Paper, royal 8vo, $20 nef

CLEVELAND
THE BURROWS BROS. COMPANY
NOS. 23-27 EUCLID AVE.
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The Most Important Work
on the Greater North-
west Which Has Ap-
peared Since Mackenzie,

An Eatirely New and
Original Book.

Based on Original Manu-

script Records.

Henry Journals Now for
the First Time Published
and Edited.

Thompson Journals Di-
gested With Them.

Both Supplied With an
Exhauystive Critical
Commentary.

"

O work approaching the present in the scope, extent, variety and in-
terest of its contents has appeared since the publication in 1801 of
Sir Alexander Mackenzie’s memorable ‘‘ Voyages’’ of 1789 and

. 1793, and the present work will undoubtedly take rank with that
W are classic volume as a veritable mine of accurate information. It is

the source of the greatest gratification to the publisher to be now able to offer

to the public two such unimpeachable authorities upon the subject as ALEXANDER

HENRY THE YOUNGER, and DAvVID THOMPSON, both partners in the famous old

Northwest Company, whose daily Journals of their ‘Travels, Explorations and

Adventures in the Fur Trade throughout the greater portion of British America,

and much of the United States from the Great Lakes to the Pacific Ocean, have

slept almost unnoticed and unknown to the present day,

It cannot be too firmly impressed at the outset upon the minds of Iibrarians
and others interested in historical matters that this is an entirely new and original
book, and not a reissue of any work hitherto published. Alexander Henry the
Younger must not be confounded with his uncle, Alexander Henry the Elder, whose
Travels of 1760-1776 were published in 180g. These two books have no connection.
Our Alexander Henry is an entirely new and almost unknown writer., We will
further on in this prospectus state briefly who he was, where he went, and what he
did, as reflected in the extraordinary Journal now published.

The precious records left by David Thompson and Alexander Henry are pre-
served respectively in the archives of the Crown Lands Department of Ontario, at
Toronto, and the Library of Parliament at Ottawa, in both of which places Dr.
Coues was given access by the proper authorities to the original manuscripts, and
every facility was courteously granted to him in the preparation of the work. He
was allowed to take a verbatim copy of the whole of the Henry Journals, and all of
the Thompson Journals were placed for a time in his hands.

The Henry Journals were found to be in such readable narrative form that they
have been edited for publication almost entire, and substantially true to copy, with
the same critical commentary on historical, geographical, ethnological, and
biographical data that Dr. Coues has given to the recent editions of Lewis and Clark,
and of Pike. Henry covers the period from 17,9 to his sad death by drowning in
1814 with almost unbroken daily entries in his Journal. The Thompson Manu-
scripts, amounting in all to about forty folio volumes, cover a much longer period,
both before and after Henry. They are, however, to a great extent, so barren of
incident and so full of astronomical calculations and other mathematical data as to be
ineligible for presentation in full. Dr. Coues has therefore carefully digested them,
especially for the years which correspond to the Henry period, and presented in his
notes everything they contain of interest which bears in any way upon Henry’s nar-
rative. The two authors were both partners it the same Fur Company, traveled over
identical routes for thousands of miles, and their respective Journals form an admir-
able concordance. Fach serves to check the other, and evidence of the entire trust-
worthiness of both is seen in the fact that they are never at serious variance in any
notable particular, though their personal charaeters, habits, tastes and usual employ-
ments were widely different.

In editing Henry’s Journal almost entire, and in digesting for the same work
the Journals of Thompson, Dr. Coues has also made a thorough study of the pub-
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lished literature bearing upon the subject of the Northwest Company, and of early
exploration in British America in general. During these preliminary studies he
massed a series of no fewer than 4,500 separate memorandum cards, alphabetically
arranged for ready reference ; and the whole of this mass of information is incorpor-
ated in substance in the present work, either in the course of his notes, or as inde-
pendent entries in the Index. The result is almost encyclopzedic in extent and
variety of accurate information now for the first time offered to the public.

Alexander Henry was a fur trader among the Indians, and a partner of the
Northwest Fur Company from the date at which his Journal opens in 1799 to that
of his death in 1814. He was in many respects a remarkable man—a keen observer
and accurate recorder, though at times much biased by his prejudices. His business
was his life—a thoroughly detestable one, even in his own eyes. He was sharp at a
trade, unscrupulous and perhaps unprincipled, and how much ‘‘sweetness and light’’
there was in his character or in his life, the reader will judge for himself. But he
was"preeminently a man of veracity in the writing of his Journal, concealing nothing,
not even palliating anything. His diary may be compared with that of Samuel
Pepys in many respects. It throws a flood of new light on the actual life of those
hardy ‘‘ Northmen,” without artificial coloring, without any of the sentimental
romanticism with which some have sought to invest the always daring, often peril-
ous, and sometimes sordid or even revolting incidents and circumstances of trade and
travel among the Indians of the ‘‘ Greater Northwest.”” ‘The stirring incidents and
clear-cut pictures of life in the wilderness hold the reader’s attention from beginning
toend. Asa piece of contemporancous history it is simply invaluable. Nothing
exactly like it exists, either in print or manuscript.

The present work has been found conveniently divisible into three parts, cor-
responding to three periods of Henry’s activities in as many different scenes.

Parr I. ““The Red River of the North.”” Here the scene is laid mainly in
what is now United States territory, opening in 1799 and closing in 1€08. ‘This
gives an almost unbroken diary of Henry's residence at various posts he established
on the Red River, and his travels in all that region, including present Manitoba,
Minnesota and North Dakota ; with further voyaging to and from Fort William, on
Lake Superior, by the Rainy River and Kaministiquia routes ; together with his im-
portant tour to and from the Mandans on the Missouri, in 1806. ‘This part fills in
what was almost a blank in the history of the Red River during the years immedi-
ately preceding its occupation by the Selkirk Settlers, giving a surprising amount of
novel information in decidedly original terms. The Mandan Tour is specially de-
detailed and instructive. Henry is also the only writer who gives any sufficient
account of the Cheyenne T'reaty of 1806.

Parr II. “‘The Saskatchewan.” 'This takes us into British America, open-
ing with Henry’s Voyage from the Red River through Lake Winnipeg and up the
Saskatchewan to the headwaters of that great river. Henry built and occupied
various posts on the North Saskatchewan—Fort Vermilion, Terre Blanche, and
the Rocky Mountain House—during the years 1808-11. On the Saskatchewan he
was dealing mainly with the Assiniboines, Crees, Blackfeet, Bloods, Piegans, and
Sarcees, and his accounts of daily intercourse with all these Indian tribes will be

found of altogether exceptional interest. David Thompson was also traveling on

the Saskatchewan during the same years, in the Rocky Mountains of present
British Columbia and in Idaho, Washington, and Oregon. The two often met and

Editorial Work Encyclo-
paedic.

Who Was Alexander
Henry the Younger?

A Diarist Like Samuel
Pepys.

All Through the Great
Lake, Red River, and
Missouri Region to the
Mandans,

Lake Winnipeg and by the
Saskatchewan to the
Rocky Mountains,
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each has much to say of the other, corroborative or confirmatory.in every particular.
David Thompson on Co- Lhis period of Thompson’s greatest activity in exploring mountain passes and plant-
lumbian Headwaters. ing various posts on those Columbian headwaters of which he was the real dis-
coverer, is the part of his career hitherto least known ; and Dr. Coues has taken
special pains in trailing him all through those inaccessible regions of which he
was so daring an explorer.

Parr III. ““The Columbia.’”” 'This brings us back into United States posses-
Heary on the Columbla ¢ again, opening in 1813 after a break of two years, with Henry’s appearance at
and Wi uwtle. Astoria at the mouth of the Columbia River after a transcontinental journey of
which we have no account. This part of the work is kept up with unbroken daily
entries to within a few hours of Henry’s death by drowning on May 22, 1814 ; it is
Capture of Astoria or Fort the most minute and probably the most historically valuable portion of the whole
George. work. Henry witnessed the capture of Astoria, and its conversion from an Ameri-
can into a British post, called Fort George. He also voyaged extensively up and
down the Columbia and the Willamette in intervals of his residence at Fort George.
This portion of the work is specially valuable in checking the narratives we have
hitherto possessed—those of Gabriel Franchére, Ross Cox, and Alexander Ross,
respectively—the original writers who, as is well understood now, were the main
New Historical Light Shed.  sources of Washington Irving’s inspiration in compiling his “Astoria.”” Dr. Coues
has gone to the bottom of this whole subject from the historical point of view, and

brought to light many facts hitherto unknown and unsuspected.

The maps which illustrate this work consist of three large folding sections
traced in fac-simile from David Thompson’s original great chart, which is still ex-
tant, but no portion of which has ever appeared before. This map is itself a histori-
cal curiosity, for it is believed to be the very one which Ross Cox speaks of in 1817
as then hanging on the wall at Fort William. Thompson was by far the greatest
British American geographer of his day, and his map is of unique interest and value
historically, as giving the geography of a very great part of British America as it was
then known, with the names then current, the location of the then extant posts of
the Northwest Company, etc. The parts selected for reproduction cover the whole
of the ground of the Henry Journal, except the lower portion of the Columbia River.
No map has ever appeared before which enables us to trace Thompson’s wanderings
in the Rocky Mountains with any degree of confidence.

Thompson’s Great Map,
Hitherto Unpublished.

Editorial Work Like That Of Dr. Coues’ skill as an editor and his recognized authority in this special field
on Lewisand Clarkand and period of American history, little need be said, as his name now stands for ac-
on Fike, curacy, completeness and indefatigable research into any subject or author he sees

fit to take up. His work in the present case will be found to be all that his previous

labors on Lewis and Clark and on Pike give us reason to expect. The frontispiece of

the present work is the portrait of the editor, who has produced another monumental

work, worthy to rank with those just named, as a storehouse of information which

- must always be referred to and quoted by subsequent workers in this field.

I“diSPf“sabI" to AH Li- The work is in three volumes. Vol. I, the Red River, 1799-1808. Vol. II, the

g:zg:snt:nd Hhsore Saskatchewan and the Columbia, 1808-1814. Vol. III, Index and Maps. Vols. I
and II, about 4-5 pages each. Vol. III, over 100 pages.

Edition limited to 10o copies, on hand-made linen paper, royal 8vo, bosu‘ds,.,
uncut, at $20.00, net, per set, and 1,000 copies on fine laid book paper, large 8vo,
cloth, at $10.00, net, per set; binding, paper, and typography uniform. with Lewis
and Clark’s, and with Pike’s, Expeditions. !
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