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By MARK DALY Ormeaux fo jugele declarations of taxes

oxboro Mayor Dr
a2 furious

the

to give the impression that the taxes

are al some phenomenally low level
is deplorable™ .

“Dollard has not included in ils

- components which

Dollard  des




pour en parler...
avec andre beauvais

s auterités municipales de Dol-
s-Ormeaux et de Roxbobo dol-
t étre saisies ces joursci d’un rd-
glement cle fusion de ces villes. Aprés
etude du réglement, une proposition
conjointe sera faite au ministre des
Affaires municipales et de I'Environ-
nement et ce dernier pourrait décré-
ter la fusion. Si un seul contribuable
s’y oppose, la Commission municipale
du Québec devra tenir une enquéte
publique sur la fusion.

MONTREAL-MATIN, LUND! 4 FEVRIER 1974




The referendum will be
the most important in the
history of the town. Citizens
will be asked whether or not
they favor a merger of Rox-
boro with its rapidly-devel-
oping neighbor, Dollard des
Ormeaux.

Town council has sel Tues-
day evening, April 16, as the
date for a public information
meeting on theproposed
merger. It will be held at

on mer

- Roxboro to hold
April referendum
ger plan

By MARK DALY
Roxboro officials are hoping for a large turnout to

830 pm. at Roxboro Ele- the polls Sunday, April 21, at a referendum which will
mentary School. Thele gal decide the fate of the small West Island municipality.

adviser for bothtowns will or both — bylaws for con-
chair the meeting. struction of the sports facili-
Also present will be arep- ties would not be passed
resentative of Riddell, Stead until ‘a merger is approved
and Co., the firm of chart- by drafling the needed peti-,
ered accountants which pre- tion to the Quebec depart-
pared a 1973 feasibility re- ment of municipal affairs.
port on the merger claiming This way, councilior. Bjer-
both towns could expect re- kelund pointed out, costs of
ductions in general tax rates such projects would be
with amalgamation. |borne by the new, unified mu-
Roxboro Mayor Dr. W. G.i nicipality of Dollard-Rox-
Boll, who is opposed to theiboro. In the same way, if a
merger and who claims fig- Merger is approved, Rox-
ures in the Riddell, Stead re- boro citizens would be asked

port are misleading, is ex-
pected to attend the public
meeting, along with his four
councillors, who are in favor
of amalgamation.

On April 21 ratepayers
will also be asked to cast
two separate ballots indicat-
ing whether or not they are
in favor of construction of
an indoor ice arena and/or
an outdoor heated pool.

An argument between Dr,
Boll and his four councillors
over construclion of a mu-
nicipal complex with both
pool and arena has become
entwined with the referen-
dum issue in recent months.

The four councillors are in
favor of Rox bor o citizens
sharing on a per capita
basis, costs for a proposed
$6 million dollar civic centre
in Dollard which will have
three ice sheets. Dr. Boli
argues that Roxboro needs
its own facilitics.

At a recent council meet-
ing a group of citizens,
armed with a 700-name peti-
} tion, asked council to draft

a bylaw for construction of
an arena-pool complex. A
council majority turned
down the request, but

oo agreed flo include the two

additional questions on sepa-
rate ballots at the April 21
referendum. .,

Councillor Ted Bjerkelund
said Jast night that if citi-
zens favor merger with Dol-
lard and construction of
either an arena or pool —

PSRRI R

to participate in payment
for the $ million Dellard
civic centre, expected to be
completed within a few
years. |

Dr. Boll said last night he
hoped for “at least a 50 per-
cent turnout” at the April 21
referendum, and expressed
the opinion that citizens
would turn thumbs down on
merger. '

“The only question now is,
will the councillors abide by
the results of the releren-
dum, which isn't a binding
vole?"

Another Roxboro council-
lor, Bob Surprenant, claims
the fpwn does not need its
own arena, but thal if “the
citizens express a different
wish, it would seem that we
would have to abide by it.
There's never been another
instance where we've gone
back on our word.”

Recently Dr. Boll called
figures in the Riddell-Stead
report, “pie in the sky and
pure hokum.” The report

THE MONTREAL STAR, WEDNESDAY, Al

sald that Dollard, with 36,000
inhabitants, could expect a
general tax reduction for
home-owners of some $14 a
year and that Roxboro (pop-
ulation 8,000) ratepayers
could expect a general fax
reduction of some $35.

The mayor says the
merger movement is seen as
an alternative to being swal-
lowed by Pierrefonds,
smaller than Dollard in pop-
ulation but larger in area.

Dollard mayor Gerald De-
phoure has said his town is
willing to abide by the
wishes of Roxboro citizens.
“A joint petition of fusion
should not be adopted with-
out prior approval of the
smaller community."

MIL 3, 1914
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Report promises lower taxes

(R

Fusion referendum for Roxboro

By BOB HAYES
of The Gazette

Roxboro residents will de-
cide in a three-question ref-
erendum April 21 whether
they want their municipality
to merge with neighboring

Dollard des Ormeaux and
whether they want an indoor
ice arena and an outdoor
heated swimming pool.
Regardless of the outcome
of the fusion vote, council has
promised that the municipa-
lity. with a population of

7,635 will build either one or - -

both recreational facilities, if
approval is given

Mayor Dr. William Boll,
strongly opposed to the merg-
er, ftried unsuccessfully (3
have the vote postponed lo
May 12, but this was unani-
mously opposed by the coun-
cillors.

The mayor said a report on
the financial feasibility of the
fusion by a firm of chartered
accountants will not be ready
until next week, leaving insuf-

‘'ROXBORO MAYOR BOLL
+ + + Opposes unioen

ficient time for it' to be

«‘thoroughly analyzed.”
Council, however, noted the

mayor and the four coun-

Jcllkm‘ teams expire in No-

vember and decisions must
be made as soon as possible.

Councillor John Salvis said
the fusion Issue has dragged
on long enough “and we
should get it over as quickly
as we can."

Council has scheduled an

» Information meeting for April
16 at the Roxboro Elemenlary"

School, at 830 p.m; i

Councillors have objected to
the construction of a $900,000
arena’and pool complex in
Roxboro, favoring accepting
a Dollard offer to share facil-

lties at its $8 million civie”
- centre, which includes three

ice surfaces.

A group of citizens, backed
by a qm-signalure petition,
recentlyiurged council to ap-
prove a bylaw to.construct

the

the recreation projeet, This
was refused by council, which |
relerred the question to a ref- !
erendum. D
A merger feasibility sl.udy'?
released in December, .s- !
limated that Dollard's 36,000
residents could expect tax re- |
ductions until 1978 of as much :

.as 314 per home, while Rox.

boro ratepayers would see a
drop of $35.
Boll described the figures !
as “a pie in the sky.” ;
Dollard Mayor Gerald De-
phoure said his town is ready
to welcome Roxboro resisp

Tdents,

*’A joint petition of fusion to
government *
should not be prepared with-
out the support of the lmller‘
community,” Dephoure said.
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2 T ARV TR gey s aly
! Roxboro residents need more information

before facing any referendum on fusion

Sir, — The recent surge of interest
on fusion of Roxboro and Dollard is,
I find, based more on subjective opin-
fon than on facts. Indeed, the entire
issue as has been reported to date
does not contain acceplable evidence
that the so-called need to decide on
such an amalgamation is really vital
at this time, and, furthermore, that
by doing so the citizens of Roxboro
will clearly stand to gain.

As a resident of Roxboro for nine
years, 1 have noted not only how well
balanced this municipality has man-
aged its financial and community de-
velopment affairs, but have also wit-
nessed the concurrent and dispropor-

tionate growth of the Dollard munici- ~

pality with its land and building costs
rising at alarming rates.

Roxboro is a beautiful, well-settled
and malure community with a valua-
ble element of conservatism in terms
of its financial and growth manage-
ment. Its record of stable growth has
kept its citizens, relative to most
other west island homeowrers, more
secure and less volatile in terms of
tax increases commensurate with its
facilities and public convenience.

Thus the falk of fusion, either with
Dollard or Pierrefonds does not invite
any encouragement on our part to
join with_either one at this time. The
authors of the report of Riddell Stead
Co., who were commissioned by Dol-
lard to study the possibilities of a
fusion with Roxboro, as accountants,
have made certainassumptions
whose validity is open to question. An
accountant deals with history. He is
not qualified to make usable assump-
tions on the pulcome of a municipal
merger whose future costs could al-
most certainly be inaccurate and mis-
leading, given the present high infla-
tionary cost faclors attendant on ma-
terial, labor, overhead, land and capi-

a

- ‘A
tal availability in terms of incentives
and other competitive needs for capi-
tal. Obviously, there are too many

. variables an'd uncertainties at the

present time in regard to this matter
fo expect Roxboro residents to decide
on the basis of one report. ..

Let us consider factors which need
further examination before we take
the referendum:

1) Dr. Goldbloom at a meeling in
Dollard- attended by elected officials
of both municipalities (Roxboro and,
Dollard), categorically stated that the
provincial government will not force
any amalgamation of the West Island
municipalities, The choice therefore
rests solely with the citizens and this
in turn rests on the real benefits to
be gained by the homeowner (or tax-
payer) al an appropriate time.

2) A meeting has been called for
April 16 by the four councillors of
Roxboro (not its mayor) to discuss
the options. At this time, Riddell
Stead Co. will be obliged to clearly
state its basic assumptions. The citi-
zens must judge the validity of those
assumplions in~order to determine
whether ‘their conclusions are sound
and future objectives realistically at-
tainable. The relevance of those fig-
ures and conclusions must stand up
to, solid scruliny and second sober
thought.

J) We have recently, all of us on
this island, experienced the rapid
growth in MUC costs reflected in our
tax bills. This entire issue of the
MUC’s administration is undergoing a
complete re-examination, to bring
order out of present chaos and dissat-
isfaction. But any meaningful tax cut
is not likely to be realized for three
years. On this issue alone it would be
prudent for the citizens of Roxboro to
defer any decision, be caus e under
present conditions the larger the mu-
nicipality, the greater the costs per
capita... M
: Y Stanley L. Jacobs,

Roxbore.

]




The Roxboro,

Dollard mcrgér

Sir, — In the April 3 issue of The
Star, under the heading “Roxboro to
hold April referendum on merger
plan”, two incorrect words unfortun-
ately give the opposite meaning fo
one of my statements. This should

have read as follows:
}omcilzor Ted Bjerkelund said

last night that if citizens favor

epfer with Dollard and construetion
ol either an arena or pool — or both
— bylaws for construction of the
sports facilities would (delete “not”)
be passed before (instead of “until”)
a merger is approved by drafting the
needed petition to the Quebec depart-
ment of municipal affairs.”

I should further clarify this to say
that the sports facilities bylaw would
be passed whether the merger refer-
endum is affirmative or negative. In
other words, .the two issues of merger
and sports facilities have been clearly
separated so that Roxboro’s citizens
can vole on each question on its own
merits. The rest of the quotation is
correct.

T. Bjerkelund,

Roxboro,

)
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Roxboro: référendum
sur théme de fusion

Roxboro demeurera-t-elle une munij-
cipalité autonome oy se fusionnera-t-elle
volontairement avec Dollard-des-Or-
meaux? Ce sont les contribuables de
Roxboro qui mettront un terme 3 ce dé-
bat opposant le maire 3 ses qlatre con-
seillers, par le référendum qui se tien-
dra demain.

Ce référendum permettra 3 tous les
gr%n‘etaires de cette petite ville de

.700 habitants de I'oyest de I'lle de
Montreal de se prononcer sur trois ques-
tions. Tout d‘agord. la fusion volontaire
avec la municipalité voisine, Dollard-
des-Ormeaux, ville de 36,000 habitants;
et la construction d'un arena pour le
hockey et d’une piscine extérieure chauf-
fée. 1l aura lieude 9 h 3 19 h, au chalet
municipal, 10, 1le rue

question de la fusion fut suscitée
par le rapport Hannigan qui pour redui-
re de 29 a 19 le nombre de municipalités
a lintérieur du territoire de la Com-
munaute urbaine de Montréal proposait
la fusion de Roxboro 3 Pierrefonds, Sain-
te-Geneviéve et [le Bizard. Voulant
eviter cette fusion, Jes conseillers ont
ropose plutot une fusion volontajre avec
Bo lard-des-Ormeaux. Ceux-ci pour
realiser leur projet on fait préparer une
étude qui demontretait la rentabilité
d’une telle fusion en raison des subven-
lions accordées par le gouvernement du
Québec dans un tel cas. Les habitants
de la nouvelle ville qui s'appellerait
alors Dollard vaudraient possiblement
$9 ou $12 en terme de subvention,

Cette fusion volontaire, selon les con-
seillers de Roxboro, serait plus avan-
tageuse qu'une fusion forcée avec des
partenaires qu'ils ne pourraient choi-

sir. Et elle doit étre faite, précisent-
ils, avant que Je gouvernement ne |'impo-
se.

De son cité, le maire William Boll
se dit opposé a toute fusion parce que
malgré une augmentation des revenus
les services coutent toujours plus cher




Voters tfo settle .
Roxboro merger
dispute fomorrow

By BOB HAYES
of The Gazette

Landowners in the West Island community of
Roxboro will vote tomorrow to decide whether the
town will merge with neighboring Dollard des Or-
meaux. i
There are 1,840 eligible voters in the referen-
dum for or against becoming citizens of Dollard.

Roxboro Mayor Dr. William
Boll is banking on a 60 per RS SR
cent turnout to “decisively The savings are promised
seftle the issue” that has split as 2 result of a municipal af-
the suburban council for five fairs ministry per capita fu-
months. sion grant of $3 annually for
The town's four councillors the five years and an annual
unanimously favor amal- $10-per-person grant for all
gamation, while Dr. Boll communities over 50,000.
wants Roxboro to retain its' The two communities now
autonomy. boast a total population of
The landowners — tenants about 44,000 — 36,000 in the
aré not permitted to vote — present Dollard — and, if
will be asked the question: merged, it is expected the
“Do you agree to the fusion of new town would hit the 50,000
Dollard des Ormeaux and mark within the first 12
Roxboro? months.
Battling the proposal,
TRIPLE VOTE Mayor Boll charged yester-
At the same time, they'll be day that the $6 million Dol-
voling on an indoor Iiockey lard civic centre, including
arena and an heated outdoor three indoor ice sheets, will
swimming pool. not be sufficient to handle the
Regardless of the outcome COMbined needs of a merged
on the fusion question, council Municipality. Construction of
has promised either or both gercenlre will start this sum-
the recreational projects will M-
be built if appm\'gd, i Her also t:laime{iIl the four
Polls will be open from 9 Pro-fusion councillors are
am. to 7 pm. inof'::xbom ele- USINg “'scare tactics™ to sway
mentary school on 1ith §t,  the voters by distributing
If the voters go for the fu- handbills with “misleading in

sion, a joint petition for the formation.

- The councillors state that if
merger will have to be pre- g
Yared by the two councils and ‘" ;‘;‘;ﬂ d{'ﬂ:n ;lflﬂw:'ﬁ] g‘;’
approved by Quebec. The }mgd rio] 1;& :filj.‘h Pier-
town would be named Dol- r:frgends -

gon One of Boll's supporters,

A report, prepared by Rid- Traudie Ekivedt, said she re-
dell, Stead and Co., chartered ceived a telegram earlier this

accountants, estimates thatweek from Municipal Af

the owner of an average fai S ’
. - rs Minister Dr. Victor
$20,000 home in Dollard will Goldbloom promising there

see a reduction in his tax bill hspr
of $143.22 over the first five would be no forced fusion in

years of the fusion, and the "¢ West Island.

comparable proprietor in
Roxboro will save $193.39 dur-

ing that period.
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Référendum sur la fusion & Roxboro

(M.C.) — Clest de-

main que les citoyens de
Roxboro se prononceront
sur l'éventualité d'une fu-
sion avec la ville voisine,
Dollard-des-Ormeaux. Au-
cun mouvement d'opinion
n'a encore permis de dé-

terminer avec certitude le
choix qu'ils, feront, con-
server le statu quo ou de-
venir des citoyens de Dol-
lard-des-Ormeaux.

Cette situation pro-
vient du fait que |'opinion
sur cette question est

partagée au sein méme
du conseil municipal. Le
maire de Roxboro, M.
William Boll, s'est jus-
qu'ici fait I'ardent défen-
seur d'un statu quo, alors
que les quatre conseillers
de cette municipalité de

7,700 habitants prénent
la fusion avec Dollard
qui, elle, compte 36,000
habitants.

Arguments

Cette semaine, au
cours d'une réunion & la-
quelle participaient envi-
ron 300 habitants de Rox-
boro, on a tenté de faire
valoir les avantages d’une
telle fusion. Le principal
argument tend & démon-
trer que la nouvelle
ville toucherait un mon-
tant supplémentaire de
$456,000 en vertu de la
subvention provinciale de
$6 par habitant pour les
villes de plus de 25,000
habitants. Lorsque la po-
pulation dépasserait le
cap des 50,000, elle pour-
rait alors toucher $10
par habitant. A cette
somme vient également
s'ajouter un montant de
$3 par habitant que le
gouvernement donne a
toute nouvelle municipali-
té née d'une fusion.

Le maire Bol| ne consi-
dére toutefois pas que ces
subventions amélioreront
ie sort des citoyens de
Roxboro puisqu'elles sont
offertes pour aider les
municipalités & défrayer

les colts des services,
couts qui augmentent
proportionnellement & la
population.

Fusion

Si les citoyens de Rox-
boro votent contre la fu-
sion avec Dollard-des-Or-
meaux, demain, il n’est

cependant pas question
que le ministére des Af-
faires municipales les
oblige A se fusionner avec
Pierrefonds. Le ministre
Goldbloom a, une fois ds
plus, donné |'assurance
cette semaine qu'il n'y
az.rait pas de-fusion for-
cée. -




Important référendum

TETEVIIRYAMNCIS I ) .

Roxboro décidera aujourd’hui
s'il se fusionnera oui ou non

avec la ville de Dollard

Un important référendum se
déroulera aujourd hui, dimanche.
dans la municipalité de Roxboro.
Les propriétaires devront décider
pour ou contre la fusion de leur
municipalité avec la ville de Dol-
lard. Il y a 1.840 propriétaires qui
ont droit de vote, iies locataires ne

ouvan! s’y prononcer en vertu de
a loi. Le vote d'aujourd’hui mettra
fin & une situation qui a divisé le
conseil municipal de Roxboro,
depuis plusieurs mois. Les quatre
conseillers sont en faveur de la
fusion, tandis que le-maire, le Dr
William Boll, s’y est toujours oppo-
sé. Ce dernier a laissé entendre en
fin de semaine que prés de 60
pour cent des propriélaires se
prévaudraient de leur droit de
vote.

Le référendum portera la ques-
tion suivante: “'Etes-vous pour ou
contre la fusion avec Dollard?”

De plus, les propriétaires devront
également se prononcer sur les
projets de construction d'une aré-
na de hockey et d'une piscine a
I'extérieur. Les bureaux du scrutin
seront ouverls de 9 heures, ce ma-
tin, @ 7 heures, ce soir, et seront
situés’a I'école élémentaire Roxbo-
ro de la 11e Avenue. Si les pro-

riétaires votent en faveur de la
usion, il faudra que les deux con-
seils, ceux de Roxboro et de Dol-
lard, adoptent une pétition en ce
sens pour la faire approuver par
la Commission des Affaires muni-
cipales du Québec.

A T'heure actuelle, les deux
municipalités ont une population
de 44,000 dmes, dont 36,000 3 Dol-
lard. En cas de fusion, la nouvelle
ville qui portera le nom de Dol-
lard, aura une population de
50,000 en moins d’un an.

Elle pourra alors profiter de

subventions spéciales accordées
par le gouvernement provincial a
toutes les villes ayant une popula-
tion d'au moins 50,000 imes.

Selon le rapport préparé par des
exgerts. la fusion serait fort profi-
table et pour les propriétaires de
Roxboro et pour ceux de Dollard.
Les premiers bénéficieraient d'une
réduction de $143.22 en taxes sur
une maison évaluée a $20,000, sur
une période des cing premiéres
années, tandis que ceux de Dol-
lard auraient une baisse de
$193.39. ,

*

Les conseillers de Roxboro ont
laissé entendre que si les proprié-
taires se prononcent contre la fu-
sion, ce qui semble peu probable,
il faudra que Roxboro se fusionne
avec Pierrefonds, dans un avenir
fort rapproché.

. DIMANCHE-MATIN — 21 AVRIL 1974




‘No’ to joining Dollard

Roxboro votes down fusion

By BOB HAYES
of The Gazette

Roxboro residents don't
want to become citizens of
neighboring Dollard des Or-
meaux.

They made the point clear
yesterday when they voted
overwhelmingly against a fu-
sion of the two West Island
municipalities.

More than 60 per cent of the
town's 1841 eligible electors
turned out in a referendum
thal saw 776 ‘No' voles and
328 ‘Yes' votes recorded.

The results marked a victo-
ry for Mayor Dr. William
Boll, who has branded the
proposed merger as ‘“‘sen-
seless™ since it first split the
suburban council five months
ago.

“It's a disease that hits
Koxboro every 10 years and
the residents have proved
once again they don’t want
this type of fusion,” he de-
clared following the vote
count

He recalled that in 194
Roxboro citizens turned down
a City of Montreal move to
launch its “one-island, one-
city” concept. At that time
788 voters were opposed.

“I guess we'll have to wait
for 1924 to see where the next
bid comes from,” 3oll
marked.

The Roxboro mayor — a
long-time advocate of merg-
ing all 11 West Island munici-
palities into a single city —
said the “mini-merger”’ of
Dollard and Roxboro “‘would
have served no useful pur-
pose.”

QUARTET IN FAVOR

“There was no way I could
stand up and tell the people to
vote for a fusion that was nei-
ther rational or economical.

“The referendum has prob-
ably only served to confuse
the fusion issue and throw
doubt on any future mergers
of this type,” Boll stated.

The four councillors — Ted

re- '

Bjerkelund, Douglas Harding,
Robert Surprenant, and John
Salvis — have waged a bitter
battle with Boll since No-
vember when a feasibility
study showed certain finan-
cial advantages in "favor of
fusion.

The report claimed that
provincial grants would save
the average Roxboro home-
owner $193.39 over the next
five years and in Dollard, the
saving would amount to
$143.22,

The quartet of councillors
didn’t consider the decision a
defeat, according to Surpren-
ant.

“We felt that fusion was the
right thing to do. So we gave
the voters all the facts and
said the decision is yours.

“The population deserved
to be asked the question and
we got the answer back,” Su-
prenant stated.

Dollard Mayor Gerald De-
phoure who was ready to wel-
come Roxboro’s 7,635 into his

The GAZETTE, Mantrol, Mon., Apel 22, 1974

fast developing town said he
“respected” the voters' deci-
sion.

“It would havg provided a
financial boost o all, but
they're obviously in favor of
going it alone,” he said.

Dephoure said the two town
councils could have submitted
a joint petition of fusion to
Quebec authorities without
“going to the people.”

“I'm pleased it was done
this way and now we know
where we stand.”

TWO OTHERS

In two other referendum
questions — referred to by
Mayor Boll as “‘opinion polls”
— voters favored construction
of an outdoor heated swim-
ming pool, 562-534, and op-
posed an indoor ice arena,
660-440.

Despite the pool poll, Boll
said that residents would de-
feat a loan bylaw to finance
the project. It would cost
about $500,000.

’




Roxboro demeurera une™*
municipalité indépendante

par Barnard Descotsaux

Roxboro demeurera une municipalité
indépendante et il ne sera plus question
de fusion avec Dollard-des-Ormeaux
Les propriétaires de cette petite muni-
cipalite de I'ouest de I'lle de Montreal
en ont decide ainsi par une forte majo-
rité, hier, lors d'un réferendum qui a
donné lieu 2 une participation de
62.1 pour cent de la population.

C'est par une majorité de 448 voix,
soit 776 votes contre et 328 pour, que
les citoyens de Roxboro ont écarté |'i-
dée d'une fusion volontaire avec Dol-
lard-des-Ormeaux que défendaient de-
puis plus d'un an les quatre conseillers
municipaux de Roxboro.

Le maire William Boll qui s'est oppo-
sé depuis le début & cette fusion s'est

Les conseillers T, Bﬁerkelund. D.
ing, J. SalVis .

Harding et Surprenant
mmt la fusion volontaire avec
fusion obli jent-i '

des recommandations du rapport Hanni-
gan.

Ce ra g par le président
du comite exécutif de la Communauté ur-
baine de Montréal et qui est encore a I'e-
tude par le gouvernement du Quebec,

roposait de ramener de 29 a 19 le nom-
Erede municipalités sur I'Tie de Montréal.
Il recommandait entre autres la fusion de
Roxboro avec les municipalités de Pier-
refonds, de Sainte-Geneviéve et lle-
Bizard. Considérant que cette fusion
était inévitable, les conseillers voulaient
de vitesse le gouvernement et réa-
une fusion ti:u‘naunn été plus pro-
fitable aux contribuables de Roxboro.
Pour sa part, le maire Boll prétendait

que Roxboro pouvait demeurer autono-
me, aucune fusion ne pouvant étre impo-
see. Quelques jours avant la tenue du re-
ferendum, la position du maire était con-
firmée par le ministre des Affaires mu-
nicipale qui affirmait ?ue justement |'ob-
iet de la Loi sur les fusions volontaires
elait de rendre cellesci volontaires,

A l'occasion de ce référencum, le con-
seil municipal avait décidé de consulter
les citoyens de Roxboro sur la réalisa-
tion de deux projets d'ordre récréatif,
soit la c&nstmctmnded'um piscine f. et d'un
aréna. roj iscine fut e
par une fa hﬁamm que m
truction de l'aréna était rejetée. Il faut
toutefois mentionner que ces deux ques-

tions navaient qu'un but consultatif et
que le conseil pourrait en décider autre-
ment s'il le jugeait opportun, ou encore

F_résenlér ces projets sous une forme dif-
erente.

Le conseiller Surprenant nous déclarait
r sa part, en fin de soiree, que le re-
us de la fusion avec Dollard-des-Ormeaux
posera sirement des problemes dans I'a-
venir sur le plan des équipements ré-
creatifs si en méme temps les citoyens
de Roxboro refusent de se doter d'un
arena et d'une piscine. Quant au pro
de fusion, il s'est dit assuré d'avoir fait
son devoir de conseiller en présentant ce
projet. :

Le Devoir, lundi 22 avrll‘ 1974




Mayor Boll jubilant

Roxboro voters
reject merger
with Dollard

Roxboro property-owners yesterday voted 70.2 per cent against

merging with the neighboring W
Ormeaux.

With 1,143 or 62.1 per cent of the
1,81 eligible property-owners voting,
there were 328 ballots in favor, 776
opposed and 39 spoiled.

The results were a victory for
Mayor William Boll, who led the op-
position to the merger propesal, and
a defeat for the town's four council-
lors, who had promoted the amal-
gamation as financially beneficial.

“It's what I predicted would hap-
pen,” a jubilant Mr. Boll said follow-
ing announcement of the results,

“'m very much in favor of ra-
tional propesals for fusions” added
the mayor, who strongly supported a
Proposal in the early 1970s for a
merger of all 12 West Island suburbs.

“But we don't have any problems
in Roxboro that would be solved bya
merger with Dollard,” he maintained.

He termed the anti-merger vote an
expression of confidence in his ad-
ministration by Roxboro citizens that
made it probable he would run for
re-electon in November,

Mr. Boll was first elected mayor
In 1964, after leading ac a mpaign
against Montreal's “one island — one
city” bid to annex the suburb, which
was decisively defeated in a similar
merger referendum.

The urge to merge was “a disease
that hits Roxboro once every 10
years,” Mayor Boll observed.

He expressed the hope that the
four town councillors would respect
the “very clear-cut decision of the
People” and permit council to resume
constructive administration after
months of unproductive squabbling.

Dollard Mayor Gerald Dephoure
declared last night that “we respect
the decision that the citizens of Rox-
boro made. ‘We've believed all along
that its a matter for them to decide
for themselves.” P

He noted that adding Roxboro’s
7,800 citizens to Dollard’s 38,000 would
have hastened the day when the sub-
urb reached a population of 50,000,
bringing a $4 increase in the annual

est Island suburb of Dollard des

provincial per-capita grant.

Amalgamation would also have
yielded administrative savings for
both communities and brought a spe-
cial provincial grant of $3 per capita
annually for the first five post-merger
years, Mr. Dephoure added.

Roxboro property-owners also
voted yesterday in two advisory rel-
erendums on proposals for an indoor
hockey arena and heated outdoor
pool. The arena proposal was de-
feated 660440, while the pool project
was narrowly adopted by a 562534
vote.

The referendum results left the fu-
ture of both the pool and the arena
“completely in the air,” Mayor Boll
said.:

Council was faced with plans for a
$900,000 combined pool-arena project,
and would have to submit a loan
bylaw to finance either a combined
project or the pool alone to the vot-
ers in apy case, he noted.
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Roxboro votes ‘no’
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Suburban fusion needs
not coercion

co-action,

By BOB HAYES
of The Gazette

Just about one year ago, the Hannigan com-
mittee released a report on the future of the
Montreal Urban Community, One of the re
commendations in the 97-page report called for
a reduction in the number of municipalities on
Montreal Island from the present 29 to 19.

“In the future,” the report read, “any vol-
untary amalgamation should be accomplished
solely between adjacent municipalities located
within the same consolidation sector.”

Last Sunday the recommendation received
Its first real “‘voluntary™ test. Taxpayers in
the West Island town of Roxboro were asked in
a referendum if they wanted to join forces
with neighboring Dollard des Ormeaux.

The answer came through loud and clear —
70 per cent of those voting turned it down with
an emphatic ‘No',

Both suburbs are in the same “West consol-
idation sector.” comprising Pierrefonds, Ste,
Geneviéve, lle Bizard, Dollard, Roxboro,
Pointe Claire, Beaconsfield, Kirkland, Dorval,
St&_l?nne de Bellevue, Baie d'Urfé, and Sen-
neville,

‘Senseless’ proposal

Roxboro Mayor Dr. William Boll had,
from the beginning, described the Dollard-Rox-

boro fusion proposal as “senseless.” He
ciaimed a victory when the Vvoles were count-
ed.

Roxboro’s four councillors, who had
the merger as a financial windfall for the tiny
community refused to admit defeat.

“We outlined the benefits that the town
could expect from the fusion. We had an
obligation o put them forward and let the tax-
payers decide the issue,” they explained.

More than 60 per cent of the electorate
turned out at the polls — an unusually high
percentage in any suburban relerendum -
and delivered the answer, .

If it was a victory for Mayor Boll, it would
have to be considered a defeat for another,
Municipal Affairs Minister Victor Goodbloom,
The man who is responsible for guiding muni-
cipal re-organization in the province, has pro-
mised there will be no “forced” fusions.

The anti-Boll counclilor forces had suggest-
ed that if Roxboro residents didn't agree to

one with Dollard, they would soon be

“mini merger”,

—

forced to join with adjacent Pierrefonds.

answered with a telegram, re-
iterating his stand that no municipality would
be pushed into a merger unless the citizens
concerned were in agreement.

Hard to convince

As one West Island mayor commented:
“No matter what kind of financial carrots are
dangled in front of laxpayers, they aren't easi-
ly convinced.

“If a community is well-administered, it's
hard to convince the people who pay the tax
buls that they'll be any better off in a larger
town,

*“You might say citizens find it hard to trust
politicians, They were told 2 couple of years
ago that integrated police protection would
only cost $46 million a year and now it's well
over $100 and still climbing,” the mayor re-
marked.

It has been suggested that by combining
municipal services such as water and sewers,
Snow removal, garbage disposal, recreation,
planning, and administration processes the
taxpayers will come out a winner,

With rising costs in all sectors of the econ
omy, there's no way a homeowner can be told
bis tax bill will show a certain reduction in
197. He doesn't believe it will even happen
next year, i

Major amalgamation

Mayor Boll, while strongly opposed to the
still stands by his repeated
call for a single city in the West Island, incor-
porating all 12 municipalities,

“This fusion business can’t be done on a
piece-by-piece basis, We should look at the
whole picture and if total merger is the an-
swer, let's go ahead with it.

“The individual towns would retain their
names in wards and the Jocal community
spirit which is so Important would not disap-
pear,” Boll emphasized.

Dr. Goldbloom appears to have lost the inj-
bal round in his bid for a first voluntary merg-
er on the island, At the same time he con-
tinues to urge greater co-ordination and co-
operation among neighboring towns.

- The Dollard-Roxboro answer, though, may
be a warning fwmeminhlerwstepmlu -
citizens may be ready to co-operate, but they
m"hmm. . !, =y

"
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Mergers —a matter of law
not option, says Hanigan

Montreal Urban Community (MUC) Chairman Lawrence
Hanigan' was not surprised when residents of Roxboro re-
cently voted overwhelmingly against a merger with Dollard
des Ormeaux.

“Voluntary mergers are extremely difficult to achieve. If
the provincial government wants to reduce the number of
municipalities  and create larger units, it seems there is
only one way: by law,” Hanigan said yesterday on CJAD

radio’s Civic Report.
radio’s Cicic Report. .

“The minute you hold a referendum, most people vote
against merger. If a referendum had been held I'm pretty
sure the City of Laval would never have been born,” said
Hanigan.

Laval, which covers Tle Jesus just northwest of the
Montreal island, was created Aug. 6, 1965 when the Quebec
government effected a merger of 14 separate municipalities.

Laval overnight became the province’s second largest
city with a population of more than 170,000,

The only alternative to enforcing a merger, said Han-
igan, is for the government to offer incentives encouraging
people to vote for one,

sa.id"m per capita grant now offered is not sufficient,” he

The GAZETTE, Montreal, Mon., Aprll 29, 1974




Les co municipaux de Pierrefonds

et Dollard-des-Ormeaux, en banlicue ouest de

Montréal, sont sur le point de donner le feu vert a ce qu'on pourrait appeler I'avant-projet de la

fusion totale.

En effet, les deux municipalités aurmient decidé de con
frer a leurs verificatears, la firme Thorne Riddell, le man
dat d'étudier les unplications financieres et administrati-
ves de la fusion totale. Les deux villes se partageront le
cout de 'etude évaluée a £30,000. L'étape ulténeure, avant
la fusion, consisterait en "adoption d'un réglement de fu-
<ion volontaire par les deux conseils municipaux et 'accep
tion du projet conjoint par la population.

Depunis deux ans, les ambitions des maires C.A. MeDo
nald, de Pierrefonds, et Jean Cournover, de Dollard-des-
Ormeanux, sont bien connues et elles semblent plaire aux
membres des deux consells municipaux. A un tel point|
d’ailleurs, que les dirigeants municipaux des deux villes ont|
pose des gestes concrets dans le passeé, gestes qui devralent]
‘permettre de conclure 'entente finale. |

Ainsi, on a intégré les deux cours municipales, unirorq
misé les reglements municipaux, fusionné certains aspects
de la lutte contre les incendies et des travaux publics:
quant au service de police, il est le méme pour toutes les
villes de I'ile. Selon I'hebdomadaire local «Cités Nouvel- |
less, c'est au mois de juillet que le conseill municipal de|
Dollard-des-Ormeaux prendra position définitivement |
dans cette marche vers 1a fusion, a 'invitation de Pierre- |
fonds. Le Journal presume que la majorité des membres du
conseil de Dollard-des-Ormeaux sont favorables & la fusion
et l'on connait déja trés bien les opinions du maire Cour-
nover sur le sujet. -

75,000 habitants

Au train ou vont les choses, la nouvelle ville de 'ouest
pourrait voir le jour rapidement. [l s'agirait alors de la plus
importante dans le secteur «West Island» avec une popula
tion de 75,000 habitants (Pierrefonds: 36,900; Dollard-des- {

saux: 38,300) et 'une des plus importantes dans l'ile de |
treal puisqu'elle aurait une taille et une population a|
pres comparables a celles de Verdun, Montréal-Nord, |
aint-Laurent, Saint-Léonard. Cette nouvelle ville pour-|
rait toujours, dans ull deuxieme temps, tenter d'influencer|
les adnunistrations de Roxboro et Ste-Genevieve qui s‘(::l!l
des enelaves, toutes deux, dans la ville de Pierrefonds
Roxboro a une population de 7000 habitants tandis quel
Ste-uenevieve compte environ JOO0 ames |

L.es maires Cournover et McDonald ont fait preuve del
agesse dans leur démarche. L'histoire des fusions pénibles)
au Quebec leur enseignait de ne pas présenter un projet |
global & la population, mais plutot d'identifier les secteurs)
tservices et administration) ou une collaboration perma- |
nente pouvait prendre forme. C'est ce qui a éte fait avec ley
resultat que les deux villes ne sont pas loin, aujourd™hun, |
d'étre fusionnées, ou presque! i

Ce que craignent les administrations municipales et |e«!
populations, dans un projet de fusion, c'est la hauvsse de |
taxes qui entrainent souvent, et |}.l]'.'l.(llJXJII!‘J:IIQ'TH. une h.n... i
se de la qualité des services, Jusqu'a maintenant, ce ne |
semble pas étre le cas a Pierrefonds et Dollard-des-Or-
meaux. [)ailleurs, on a rarement assicta 3 une telle demar-
che vers la fusion de deux importantes municipalités sans
que des groupes de eitoyvens bondissent pour faire la lumie- |
re sur les aspects neégatifs d'un tel projet. Ce n'est juste-,
ment pas le cas dans les deux villes. Les contnibuables|
n'ont pas encore explosé de meécontentement et rien n'indi. |
que quils agiront ainsi. }
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