R 3067.2

NOTRE-DAME , rue

équivalent 1650 est

archives
municipales

VOUS NOUS OBLIGERIEZ EN NOUS RETOURNANT

LE DOSSIER DANS LE PLUS BREF DELAL

Archives de la Ville de Montréal



entl yeurs previons to las lan wled de-
cense, last smamer, have testilies] Lo thae
estimati noin which they  held his pos-
toral services, I-_\' vrectine over his zran

a very simple but handsome monnment,

t11) 1-1;1'1'] ns o e counspmicnous on the
I

eIt o, on Ao 1||.|£’ the ehnreh
un aflecting meinorinl of onr departed
brother's wortly, wud of the sense enter
lained, ln)‘ has l-lll'-il-"'l' r<, ol the value
of nowengied wttention W thewr highest
1mlerest.

I'he monument eonsists ofun wbehsl
of  white wneble, placed on o sqnnre
Lloek of reey stone ; the [ollowing in
scription 1s.cul on the nerble shalt:

" o

MEMORY OF THE

Rev., Wa. Tonomeson, tne
DELOVED PASTOR wF THIS CHURCH,
FIIS TUMB IS RAISED

BY 1S BEREAVED

PEOPLL,
In sunpli-ity and godly sincerity, not with

1

fleshly wisilom, bnt by the grove of lse _{I he
“had his conversation in e world, and more
q:'ra'l;p.".;uf!"r,r fir us-1wverrdd. 2 Car. 1., 12.
© Borm o England
17907.
Dicd of 'Pyphus Fever
contineted while winistering
ul the Chevrmntime Stalwn,
Cirusse Isle s June 10,
1848.
“ Loogise vero Jy sus.”?

- ————
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) pais, =

[ f’rre."rfr:fn.-,-a n_f f'}-‘-:ff'f-‘l' The Rew. A ?71”!”,!"-
son, of Christieralle, by the Congregation of
St Thomas® Church Monlreal,

"l'lln ministerial services of the Reverend
Gentlrman being early in the spring of the
present vear ahout to he transierred from this
city to the Village of ) tieville, the mem- |
\iwrl_of his late Conzreeation resolved ||5m|.1
clfering him a Testimonial of their regard, |

[,—.ml _have evinced their estimation of llu.:I
f2ivices he ‘rendered them during the three
| ¥ears of his incnmbeney by presenling to their
latr Pastor a heau ifully cheste silver breakfast
aad tea service, imported from England for
|i|am‘lhmugh the Messrs. Savage & o,
The Deputation from the congregation
wailed apon My, Fhompson at the Parsonage-
Honen, Chrigtiewille . an Turedqy laet, 3

REPLY,

My Dean l“nn.-sm.—-—l\ly position this day,
.'l]“lnu;'_ll lm!y rl)vi‘qf'ie‘ 18 ope of tn-u’;p
ulillir_rrfly.‘—'l\'llile I would with unfeigned
gralitude express my thankfulness to the
members of St. Thomas? Church for their!
is!ml feelings towards me personally, and the
high estimation in which they are -p!r.'!'krd oy
consider my mMinistrg among e v yely I am
bound by every Chrstian principle to shrink
from the slizhiest oppeurance of taking credil
to myself. Bishop Beveridge justly obseryey |
~—4< Vhether the minister be ‘worthy or -
worthy, it is still by the grace of Christ gl
lI-_r o ces are made eflectual.” You
will forgive me, my dear fiiends, if ;,
eslimaling your kindness towards wie | wonld
o : trace it lo the fountain head—to our oralile

The II-‘(I"hlllrg‘-uc are engraved within shivlds, IIn.lfrlnrr JeWovah  Jesus.— From im wa'

:'_ﬂrrrnuurmg n'_’h the family arms of the Revy. oblain all t?".gm’d we receive. It was “"I-
sentleman, which sppear jn a corresponding presence within the sacred walls of Hisl
r[xco pon the stticles, pud he whule lias ey -”“t Bl a oS veneration for e

oo executed to the entite satisfuction of the word of life, and a good-will towards His |

t'.,,,k“,u“_ | messenger (hat proclaimed it,  Fyom Him
! has sprung that childlike fajth which was
ever n-a‘f_r to throw the mantie of charity
over the many imperfections of the speaker
Iis gospel, tho gh wielded by wealk istry-
' menls, is powertal throngh God 10 I, ot sloerns
ADDRESS. . I .-_u;‘-r n;n[,n Ie 3 lul 1;.‘nu[nlwh every diilic ulty _‘;
To the Rex. W, Thommson - . 1 ay I never look at this chaste ang hean.!

“raigent Sm,——!'iI:"""“-"'”I" \\]lu:‘rlh Tllgl! li:ul'I-'-Ii:nlmni,uf |:uwfplrr$1 Il:t'll e me w ithout '
the time of their occurrence produced amon o R the wards of David as the lan
u: the drepest concern, bul which we eannot

t ol my hearl—¢ Not unle me O Loul, it
doubt will in the wisdom of the great Ifl‘p““l“ wilo me; bat unte thy name he all thyet
of evenls be overruled for good, having in- praise ™ And then in recollecting you, my
duced yonr relinguishment of the pastoral dear friends, who for three years have hopn |
charge over us, we, the members of St. Tho- interwoven with my happiest thanehts, whe
mas’ Church, Mootreal, having enjoyed the have never given me one moment’s pain, |
privilege of ulirndillz?ﬂuf miunistrations, “."‘1 may | prove the sncerity of my pratilude
witnessing in you the deportment and praclice hy I|!tmg upmy beart in fervent prayer to
of a minister of our Holy Church zeslously the Great 1l al of the Church, that ha oy
vand efficiently labouring in your sacred call-J hless you m-.l:_u-iunlh 3 that you may all e
ing, resolved upon_ teslifying on your . de- members of f||_(1r|1.<!n".)ll-n.|}' by faith in kis

parture from among us, our respect for you| 2loning blood and justi £ tighteonsness -

fpersonally and our estimation of your ser-
vices as a faithful Christian Pastor. Your
fervent and eloquent appeals from the pul .-|t_,
together with your clear and effective scrip-
tural expositions, added to your truthful and
carnest exhoitations, commended you to us as;
an able Preacher of the Gospel, and J.I.'Il-‘.
monized well with the crfil_\ing rn-:\eu:_:lu-mn
with which in your accustomed visflu-gﬂ
among your flock you seasoned your inter-
course with us. |
The testimonial we now olfer to your!
acceplance, we present sz a token of owrd
respect and regand, and -'I"hl"llgh _Hsf‘ ac! be
one grateful to oar lrrliurﬁl. it still but jm-y
perfectly conveyn our sentiments of hu:llu:llI
esteem. !
You are wow removed lo another, and we |
{wonld trust, an extended sphere of useful-
|ness; in which we pray that He who alone
can bestow it will grant to your efforts in Ilis
{cause abundant success, and that in the uli?-
lgut.‘t[ioun' of Mis providence lle may in

Viby:-ioanssanrdays, oud ensble yur o

and when your warfare is ended, that deathy!
may be swallowed up of life, and you may
wear the promised crown of glory for ever.
I cannot conclude this hosty reply to yuonr!
alldress without referring to the very hand

some manner it hns been presented.  Dost
gladly would T have \v;-il('n‘ on you at pMont-
real, bul you would mnot permit i, That
nothing mizht be wanting lo enhance the
pleasure you were aboul lo confer on me, you
have brought it (1 fear at much inconvenionce
lo yourselves) lo my residence, . Such dis-
interested kindness brings with it its own
reward,  No words ol mine can exjiress my .
thankfulness.—1 shall ever consider this day
asone of the happiest of my life, and 1 trust,
with God’s blessing, it may be the means of
urging me loincreasing eflorts lo spread the
savour of Ilis dear name.—Courier. \

13
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ST. THOMAS

| St. Hom:as, SoonA Cenfary old,

Is Only Church With A Patron
Mnéﬁm;; St i '4’4‘_’_/_

Thomas Anglican Church. I .

R gt o *‘cm:‘:;“i;“az“gi“ST, THOMAS' 1_00 _YEARS AG6

City of Montreal that has a patron— ||}
;. /7_4/

H. W. Molson who is the fif .
of St. Thomas'.

The first palron . founder,
Thomas Molsén guided the deslinies[ I
of the Church from 1841 to 1862. lie|
was followed by John H. H. Molson | |f, 7
from 1863 to 1897, by H. Markland | ,ql'{,
Molson 1887 to 1912 and F. W. Mol-| ] /
son from 1912 to 1929, The present| [ffl
patron took over in the latler year | 41l\i (\.

Rev. G. Douglas Kendell is the| '&\\ ¢

resent priest-in-charge ' replacing /Y

ev. F. J. Sinnamon, on leave of|
absence with the Canadian Army,
who is the twelfth rector in its his-
tory. {

The first rector was William
Thompson, 1842-45; and others have
been Hev. Charles Bancroft, 1845
47, Rev. John Irwin, 1848-54, Rev. T
M. Bartlett. 1861-65, Rev, James A
McLeod, 1866-75, Rev. Robert Syd-

1875, Rev. Robert Lini #
F. Renaud, 1881

patron || e

44

I~
"

in
yughout
decades wilh the Molson [amily. the
hislory of St. Thomas has nol been
without its ups and downs. The
original building, erecled by
Thomas Molson al Nolre Dame auvd
Volligeur Streels, was a fine stonc
or brick building with the conven-
tional spire and resembling any vne
of a thousand English parish
churches.

It stood in a trim lawn and gar-
den on ihe tree-lined country road
which is now Nolre Dame sireet.
Nearby was Molson Terrace—a row
of eight brick residences, all owned
by Thomas Molson who lived in
No. L

No reference to dedication or con-
secration of the church is found

its Ller

This llne drawing of St. Thomas Church, which celebrates its
centenary this month, is considered the best reproduction of the
edifice constructed by Thomas Molson at Noire Dame and Volliguers

alrce!s.__@% (z{&' & MM'/(? 7

| England and returned to rebulld
SL. Thomas' s a Church of Lhe

It is likely no such ceremony ever
took place but the church is re-
cognized as a parish church of the
Church of England. The reason for
some of the mystery that surrounds
the first St Thomas is the facl that
it was desiroyed in the disastrous
fire of 1852. Certain it is that it
was built in 1841 by Thomas Molson
and that he paid all expenses in-

“Countess of Huntingdon Connec-
tion.” They were a peculiar body
of dissenters whose form of wor-
ship embraced fealures of the An-
glican traditions strongly Llinctured
with the then 'prevelant Wesley-
anism,

A solulion to the problem came
three years later from an unexpect-

ed source. AnAmerican warship had
slopped a Brilish passenger ship, the
Trent, and had taken off by forge
two Confederale passengers. The

cluding taxes until the fire occur-
red. !

An article on lli;e history of thei
| C ew YCars ago re- :
E.'»i;:”:.ir-: \Er;t!ch?lurlcs’BIncrgIl as || Britlsh government took this inci-
the [irst nne;lcr. Other .'l'l.limu"(‘s; d!‘l;ll:"&.re;y M‘I":.rnu"-)'“m:d as it ap-
lu plal . Willian ed for a lime thalt war migel
| uphold ‘the: claim of tev ‘ s/l break out over the princivles

Thompson. Montreal = archivists i &0y ; :
2 itea the|.volved, large numbers of crack
|state that the latter deposiica British troops were rushed across|

st register with all enwries lo the ;
E-lr{d gzsll.ﬂu in the courl Ihc.usu: in | the Atlanlic to defend the colony. |
Montreal—then as now an impor- |

3. - :
mal interest is the fact that one of tant military centre—played hosl to|
the last eniries made by Mr.| Many famous regiments. Barrack: |
Thompson in the records ol 1044 accommodation was inadequale and |

many of the troops encamped or |

| records the marriage of John Sle- . : :
| phen and Margaret Bow. Henry Logan's farm. now Park Lafontaine |
i Thomas Molson leased to the|

Stephen, a son of this marriage, T'h
5l|1Fworshim in St. Thomas'. British Government ' an unused |
DESTROYED IN 1852 FIRE building known as “Molson’'s Col- |
lege." e houses on Molson's Ter- |

On July Oth, 1852 a great firel| oo .. ame A
1l quariers for the offi-
. swept over the eastern portion of|lcers and as a military chapel was
~Montreal destroying every house|| ocessary St. Thomas became - the
|from the centre of ihe city to Pap-| official garrison church -
ineau road from Dorchester s ===
to Notre Dame sireel. The fire
burned for twc days and among
the buildings destroyed was S5t
Thomas' Church.

When the question of rebullding
| came up, the Bishop was unable
[to obtain from Thomas Molson any
| assurance that the church would be
| consecrated and put under Synod
| control. Accordingly the Ecclesias-
tical aulhgrities determined. 1o,
|sever the connections . with: =
| Molson Church and raised an*
| ficeto be called St. Lukes {0’
the same parish. e
! In 1858. Thomas Molson visited!
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Old Church to Become Theatre

2 —

The former Church of St. Thomas, which has been sold to Les

Compagnons de St. Laurent for $86,000, and is being converted
- into a theatre for the presentation of classical plays.

THE third oldest Anglican
church in Montreal, St.
Thomas, is today in the hands of
Les Compagnons de St. Laurent,
and will be converted into a
theatre for the presentation of
classical plays by this organiza-
tion which, up to the present,
have been given in the Gesu Hall
on Bleury street, The price paid
for the land and bulldings is
000.

$856,000.

St. Thomas Church, at the
junction of Sherbrooke street
east and Delorimier avenue, has
as its rector Rev. F. C. Sinna-
mon, and the present congrega-
tion worship in the Frenc u-
E-.mnn-!. Church at Cartier and
Sherbrooke streets, a little west
of the old building.

The parish of St. Thomas was
founded in 1841 when the first
church was built at Not.'trngame

Voltiguers streets. s Was
%ggnedni% 1852 and rebuilt in
1854, It was sold to Molson's

Brewery in 1906 and the n
church ‘at Delorimier and Sher-
n

W n
T CArS Se

n the 107 years of its exist-
ence, St. Thomas parish has

seen its congregation gradually

Y i 'GP

Star
City’s Third Oldest Anglican
Church to Become Theatre

move away from the district,
llke congregations of other
Anglican parishes — in fact St
Thomas parish now includes the
area formerly covered by the
Anglican parishes of Trinity, St
Luke, All Saints and St. Mary, as
well as its own and St. Thomas
Church is the only Anglican
church between St. Lawrence
Boulevard and Pie IX Boulevard,
from Belanger street to the St
Lawrence River.

The city's oldest Anglican
church Is Christ Church Cathe-
dral, and the second St. Mary's
g._nrlsh. which merged with St.

homas some time ago.

Father Legault told The Star
that Les Compagnons consist of
10 members, in addition to the
administrative staff, and that
they are using the old rectory
for offices, library and a dining
room for the actors when the
organization is in rehearsal. The
basement will be used as a foyer,
and also as a school when plays
are not being produced. Father
Legault stated that the interior
has already been dismantled and
It is hoped to make a start next
month with the conversion of the
interior into a theatre, with their
;:f-"l" season starting in Octo-
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old St. T};(;mas’_Chmch to Rise Again
In New Location in Rosedale District.
Vaprelle 30 %5/ |

Historic old St Thomas'
(Anglican) is to rise again.

*|ance of Anglicans
Work has just starled on a new growing north-west
building at Rosedale and Somerled| The first St
avenues, according to an announce- | built 110 Years ago at Voltigeurs
ment made by Rev. F. J, Sinnamon, |and SL. Mary's (now Notre Dame)
precior of the parish. Until 1947, 51 |streets. Its founder was Thomas
iThomas' was located in the east|Molson, a prominent wmerchant,
jend, at Sherbrooke street and De- (who wanted to have a church to
lorimier avenue serve the English community be-
The plans call for a typical Angli- |tween what is now Amhers{ gtreet
can church in the Norman style of |and the then Village of Hochelaga.
architecture. Mr. Sinnamon ulleDl only did Mr. Molson build and
yesterday. The cornerstone will bc|equ1p the church, but he made him-
laid about the middie of September |self responsible Jor its upkeep for
and the basement is expected to be more than 15 years.
ready as a temporary place of wor-| Ordained in Quebee

ship in January with completion of | o . first rector, Rev. William
the building set for April. 1952, Th'|'l'hombscn. was ordained to the

in the rapidly|

Thomas’ Church was

urch take charge of the spiritual guid-!

end of the city. |

| lish-speaking population in the
early 1800's made a chance of loca-
tion mperative, and a site was
obtained at Sherbrooke and Delor-
imier sireets. In this ,then rural,
setling, the third church arose in
1806. This building too, was made |
possible by the generosity and de-

| votion of the Molson family,

Undet a succession of rectors. in- |
cluding Rev. James A. McLeod. Rev. |
Robert Lindsay,, Rev. Canon A |
|Renaud, Rev. J. J. Seaman, Rev.|
{H. Cecil Cox, and the present in- |
|cumbent, St. Thomas' rendered de- |
|\'o‘.ed service at that location until |
[la steadily dwindling English popu-
lation again made necessary a new |
| location |
| In 1947, the building was sold, |
land the congregation was provided
|@a spiritual home in conjunétion
||wil..h the French Anglican congre-
\gation of L'Eglise du Redempteur
{at Sherbrooke and Cartier streets,

Mr. Sinnamon, who has been
i rector since 1982, served overseas

basement hall will be used for Sun- | priesthood by the Bishop of Que-

day school and other parish activi- bec, Montreal not be arate
ties. A rectory is also being bm“'dso;‘eseom 1h0.?en dsy:“ A

to adjoin the church. The original church was entirely

This noted old Montreal parish is | destroyed by the great fire of 1852,
locating ils new centre of woﬂhmlwhich wiped out most of the city's
in the Rosedale district at the re-|east end, but it was pr
quest of Bishop John Dixon, whol stored by its benefactor.
is eager that St

omptly I'Q-P

Thomas' shouldj - The northward move of the Eng- |

during the war as chaplain of the
Canadian Grenadier Guards.

The .architect is P. Roy Wilson
and the construction work is being
done by the firm of Walter Hyde
| and Co. Lid. of Montreal
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- - = i lish-speaking population in the
’ . . early 1900's made a chance of loca-
Old St. Thomas Church to Rlse Agam Lo imperalive, and a sile was
" " = > | | obtained at Sherbrooke and Del
In New Location in Rosedale District
¢w ;’ (| 1906. This building too, was made

Historic old St Thomas' Churchitake charge of the spiritual guid-|| possible by the generosity and de- |
(Anglican) s o rise again. slance of Anglicans in the rapidly || volion of the Molson family.

Work has just starled on a new |growing north-wesl end of the city.}| Under a succession of rectors, in- |
building at Rosedale and Sl)lrwril‘di The first St. Thomas' Church was || cluding Rev. James A. McLeod, Rev. |
avenues, sccording o an announce- | built 110 years ago at Volligeurs | Robert Lindsay,, Rev. Canon A
ment made by Rey, F. J. Sinnamon, land St. Mary’s (now Notre Dame) Renaud. Rev. J. J. Seaman, Rev. |
rector of the parish. Until 1047, St.|streets. Its founder was Thomas| H. Cecil Cox, and the presenl in- |
Thomas' was located in the east|Molson, a prominent merchant, [|cumbent, St Thomas' rendered de- |
end, at Sherbrooke sireel and De-|who wanted to have a church to| voted service al Lhal location until |
Horimier avenue |serve the English communily be-|® 3“‘“'-|ll\f dwindling l'.ng]mln popu- |
| The plans call for a Lypical Angli- |tween what JIVN“W Ambherst sireel d:‘_i.‘:?: :H'“” miude necessary a new
lean church in the Norman style of and the then Village of Hochelaga. || ano X p
|architecture, Mr. Sinnamon said |Not only did Mr. Molson build and | In 1947, the building was sold. |

- n t |and the congregation was provided
|yesterday. The cornerstone will be|equip the church, bul he made him- | " @, o0 ome  in  conjunétior
|laid about the middle of September |sell responsible Jor its upkeep for .w;t‘hpllrhe dl-‘re-n‘:'hdﬁngiicanjc:mj{r:-i
|and the basement is expecied to be more than 15 years. l. galion of L'Eglise du Redempleur
ready as a lemporary place of wor-| Ordained In Quebec }:al Sherbrooke and Cartier streets
{ship in January with completion of! <The first reclor, Rev. William|| Mr. Sinnamon, who has been
|the building set fr:r April. 1952. The | o ncon, was ordained lo the ||rector since 1932, served overseas
| basernent hall will be used for S:}"!' | priesthood by the Bishop of Que-||during the war as chaplain of the
|day school and other parish activi-ip.. Montreal nol being a separate |Canadian Grenadier Guards.
[ties. A rectory is also being built| 3,000 in those days. The .architect is P. Roy Wilson
to adjoin the church. | The original church was entirely ||and the construction work is-being

This noted old Montreal parish _35|dea‘lmyed by the great fire of 1852, ||done by the firm of Walter Hyde
| locating ils new centre of worship | which wiped oul most of the city's| and Co. Lid. of Montreal
{in the Rosedale district at the re~=| east end, bui il was promplly re- ll.

|| imier sireels. In this ,then rural,|
I selting, the third church arose in

| quest of Bishop John Dixon, whol siored by ils benefactor,

|is eager that St Thomas' shouldll - The northward move of the Eng- |
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St Thomas Anglican Church, which
is officially moving tn Rosedale
and Somerled avenues, Nolre Dame
dl“ (;lill e, Is lf‘l:l!!illlﬂ is connec-
tion with the Molson [amily and re-
mains the vnly local church with a
patron. H. W, Molson, the present
patren, is the [ifth since the found-
ing of the church, at Notre Dame
and Voltigeurs streels In 1841, Al
drawing of the original building is
shown here. It was deslroyed by
fire in 1852. In the top photo the|
linger poinis to the word “forever”|
in Lhe charler under which thel
Molson famuly became the patrons|
of the church. The founder, and|
first patron, Thomas Molson, made
provision for “divine service per-
formed therein forever™ in his will.|
from which thus porlion of the|
charter was laken l
- el |

Archives de la Ville de Montréal



UNE EGLISE ET UN C()LI;EGE

Nous avons déja parlé briévement de I'église Saint-Thomas.
Elle fut construite par Thomas Molson, en 1840, A I'angle des rues

Samnte-Marie et des Voltigeurs, sur le terrain qui avait tour d tour
servi de cour 4 bois & John Molson, de verger et de jardin, et qui
était devenu finalement la propriété de John II, jusqu'a ce que
Thomas l'achetat, beaucoup plus tard, dans les années 1830. Nous
ne pouvons quimaginer, d'une fagon trés hypothétique, ses rai-
sons de vouloir ériger une église privée — il en fut le soutien sa
vie durant. Il peut suffire d'ajouter que Thomas Molson était un
homme trés religieux, et désirait procurer au faubourg Sainte-Marie
une église paroissiale appartenant A son allégeance, qui était I'Eglise
d'Angleterre. Elle fut apparemment reconnue et utilisée comme
telle, en dépit de désaccords entre son “fondateur” et I'évéque du
diocése, i propos de la consécration.

Lorsque I'église Saint-Thomas fut fondée, et pendant quelques
années aprés, l'évéque titulaire était le Bishop Mountain qui,
bien qu'il et le titre de lord-évéque de Montréal, maintenait
son siége épiscopal dans la vieille ville de Québec. L'évéque exi
geait, selon B. K. Sandwell, qui le note dans The Molson Family,
que I'église fut consacrée selon la tradition anglaise. Son "patron”
s’y opposa vigoureusement, soutenant que dans un pays nouveau
comme le Canada, ou la configuration des quartiers des villes était

sujette & des changements rapides et ou, par conséquent, I'emplace-
ment des églises était moins assuré d’'une permanence, il serait dérai-
sonnable d insister sur la cérémonie de la consécration. Cette question
n'avait pas encore été réglée en 1852, quand l'incendie dévasta tout.
A cette époque le chef du diocése était 1'évéque Fulford qui, con-
trairement a son prédécesseur, demeurait a Montréal, et qui sem-
blait insister encore davantage sur ces formalités. Cette insistance,
et l'opposition continue de Thomas Molson, eurent pour résultat
que I'Eglise d'Angleterre rompit ses relations avec le projet Mol-
son, et construisit sa propre église pour desservir la paroisse. On la
nomma Saint-Luc, et elle fut la dépositaire officielle du registre
de I'état-civil de la paroisse.

L'église Saint-Thomas fut reconstruite aprés l'incendie de 1852,
mais elle fut apparemment inoccupée pendant quelques années.
C'est au mois de novembre 1856 qu'on en fait de nouveau mention,
quand Thomas Molson regut 2 Montréal un carillon “pareil 2 celui
du Royal Exchange”, et coitant plus de £2,300, venant de MM.
B. R. et J. Moore, Clerkenwell Close, Whitechapel, Londres. “Les
cloches, I'horloge, et la machinerie sont arrivés”, écrivit Thomas,
“tout est prét pour les y placer... mais le plan ne nous indique
pas quelles parties doivent donner sur la rue... Pourriez-vous
m'envoyer un homme du métier qui en comprenne l'installation . ..
Comme c'est la premiére chose du genre dans le pays, je veux na-
turellement réussic”. MM. Moore ne se montrérent pas trés obli-
geants, et il se passa quelques mois avant que l'on trouvit, 4 New-
York, un homme qui entreprit de les installer, & dix dollars par jour,
plus ses dépenses, couvrant toute la durée de son déplacement. En
mai 1857, Thomas Molson pouvait écrire & son ami et représentant,
Robert Orr, de Port Hope, dans,le Canada de 1'Ouest.

Jai presque fini I'horloge, le carillon, les cloches sonnent depuis
deux jours, je régle le pendule pour qu'il donne I'heure juste, il est
trés régulier, et il me donne toutes les satisfactions, car il ny a rien
de tel au Canada, ni aux Etats-Unis, et I'horloge régle tout, elle
carillonne les quarts d’heure sur deux cloches, et elle indique les
heures sur celle de 1500 Ibs. Elle met également en branle les huit

cloches toutes les trois heures, avec ses différents thémes: I'Hymne

AU PIED DU COURANT
par
Merrill Tenison 1935
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L’EGLISE SAINT-THOMAS ACTL FLLE

des Vépres, Blue Bells of Scotland, ou Home, Sweet Home, (par
deux fois), et je m’appréte i construire un collége et une école, de
230 pieds de long par 40 de large, i 4 étages, que l'on achévera cet
automne méme,

Les journaux des Molson nous indiquent plusieurs des dépen-
ses faites pour ces entreprises. Le collége et I'école dont il parle,
furent érigés dans le but d'établir un centre théologique pour les
étudiants qui désireraient faire partie du ministére de la "Con-
nexion”, une secte dissidente, fondée en 1748 par la comtesse de
Huntingdon, sous I'influence de George Whitefield, et reconnue
légalement en 1783. Par ses croyances et par son culte, cette foi
s'apparentait d'une part a I'Eglise d’Angleterre, et d'autre part &
I'Eglise Méthodiste. Thomas Molson adhéra 3 la “Connexion”
au cours de l'une de ses nombreuses visites anglaises et, en 1856,
il en ramenait le premier pasteur, le r‘vérend Alfred Stone.
Cette année-13, un bill privé était présenté i la Législature ca-
nadienne pour conférer aux ministres de cette église le pouvoir
de célébrer les cérémonies du mariage, de procéder aux bapté-
mes et aux services funébres. Thomas Molson donna ses raisons
a Robert Orr dans la lettre qui suit:

Le révérerd A. Stone, de l'église Saint-Thomas, nous apporte
maintenant la plus grande satisfaction... il se sert de I'Episcopal
Prayer Book, & quelques omissions prés, I'Eglise grandira beaucoup
parce que les évéques et le clergé de I'Eglise d’Angleterre sont trop
“high church™, et trop autoritaires, ce qui améne tant de conversions
en faveur des méthodistes, des congrégationnalistes, des baptistes,
etc.

Cette lettre écrite 2 Robert Orr est datée de février 1857, mais
il ne semble pas que le collége eut été ouvert avant I'automne de
1858. Un journal de la brasserie nous indique qu'il s’y trouvait
un personnel enseignant de huit personnes, dont la femme du
ministre, Martha Stone, et une vingtaine d'éléves inscrits, payant
des frais de scolarité qui s'élevaient au total de £90. Dans une
autre lettre adressée 3 John Hart de I'Esplanade Distillery, a
Jersey, Thomas décrit ce bitiment comme ayant cinq étages, le

dernier “comprenant deux grandes salles d'obsen'atiqn e: de con-
férences (d'une superficie intérieure de trente-neuf pieds par qua-
rante-neuf pieds), avec quatre tours fianquégs a ses_coins, d'en-
viron quinze picds carrés, avec des escaliers qui conduisaient du rez-
de-chaussée jusqu'au toit.”

Mais méme avec la richesse et avec la situation de Thomas l\_iol-
son, il ne put réussir 4 faire un succés de cette maison d"éduc_atlon.
qui ne vécut que trés peu de temps. A la suite ’dc laffafre‘ de
Trent, en 1861, quand deux commissaires confédérés, qui faisaient

AU PIED DU COURANT
par
Merrill Denison 1955
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route vers la Grande-Bretagne, furent enlevés d'un steamer britan-
nique par un capitaine de la Marine américaine, le gouvernement
impérial dépécha quelque 15,000 soldats au Canada. Un grand
nombre d'entre eux furent mis en garnison 3 Montréal, et la pénu-
rie de logements incita Thomas Molson i offrir son collége aux
autorités militaires. Cette offre fut acceptée et, durant neuf ans,
le coIii-gc fut transformé en caserne, Saint-Thomas en chapclle
¢ garnison, et la Terrasse Molson en quartiers d'officiers. La
Terrasse se composait d'un groupe de dix maisons d'habitation
reliées entre elles et 3 proximité de la brasserie, avec des jardins
en terrasses donnant sur le Saint-Laurent. Ces maisons avaient été
construites en 1841 par Thomas Molson, qui projetait d'aller s’y
loger avec sa femme, et de fournir un habitat i leurs fils et 2
leurs filles, quand ils se marieraient.

Les journaux des Molson nous renseignent sur I'importance de
la garnison de Montréal pendant la guerre civile américaine; ces
soldats étaient naturellement des clients, et ils appartenaient aux
17¢, 29¢, 30¢ et au 100e régiments, aux 60e Rifles, aux 23e Royal
Welsh Fusiliers, aux 25e King's Own Borderers, au 4e bataillon
de la Princess Louise Rifle Brigade, aux 13e Hussars, aux 78
Highlanders, aux Royal Engineers, aux Royal Canadian Rifles, et
a plusieurs autres unités de milice. L'anxiété était si grande, écrit
Sandham, qu'on envoya d'Angleterre des plans de fortifications im-
portantes 4 élever sur I'lle Sainte-Héléne, et sur la rive du Saint-
Laurent qui faisait face 3 Montréal.

Mais pour terminer cette histoire d'entreprise i la fois ecclé-
siastique, éducationnelle, et de logement familial, Thomas Molson

légua I'église & son titulaire officiel, et & ses marguilliers “comme
église évangélique appartenant 4 la Church of England and Ire-
land”, sous condition qu'elle fut constituée selon la loi. La Terrasse
faisait également partie de ce don i titre de dotation. A la mort
du “bienfaiteur”, en 1863, le gouvernement impérial avait fixé
le prix du loyer & £2,200, qui demeura le méme jusqu'en 1869. A
cette époque. I'église avait été consacrée, mais quand les locataires
qui rapportaient beaucoup se retirérent, les marguilliers se trou-
vérent devant un revenu insuffisant, et avec une propriété qui né-
cessitait d'importantes réparations. La suite de ['histoire de I'église
Saint-Thomas est celle d'une lutte continuelle, parce que la paroisse
devint un centre plus industrialisé, et plus particuliérement aprés
1880, quand la voie ferrée qui conduisait a Québec, et qui fit
partie plus tard du Pacifique Canadien, fut construite le long du
tleuve. Seule, l'aide généreuse de la famille Molson put faire vivre
I'éghse jusqu'en 1905, et c'est alors que John Thomas Molson
Facheta pour $10,000, et fit un don d'une somme égale & la con-
grégation, pour lui permettre de construire un nouvel édifice a
I'angle des rues Sherbrooke et Delorimier. C'est 1a, en 1906, qu'on
transporta l'orgue, I'horloge, et le carillon. La vieille église Saint-
Thomas et la Terrasse Molson demeurérent dans le cadre fami-
lier de la vieille brasserie jusqu'en 1921, lorsque les deux immeubles
furent jetés bas pour faire place 2 un agrandissement de la bras-
serie.

Le collége Molson ne fit pas partie du legs de I'église, et ne
fut pas doté de fonds; il demeura dans la succession de Thomas
Molson. Ce collége, construit avant que I'Université McGill ne fut
encore solidement établie, devait probablement satisfaire aux be-
soins, qui se faisaient sentir depuis longtemps, pour la population
de langue anglaise de Montréal, d'une institution d'enseignement
supérieur. Cependant, quand les troupes militaires 1'évacuérent, la
bitisse était trop délabrée pour étre réparée; dans cet intervalle,
I'Université McGill avait pris beaucoup d'importance, sous la direc-
tion de son grand principal, William Dawson, et I'immeuble Mol-
son ne servit plus & des fins d'éducation. Il servit par la suite d'en-
trepdt pour la brasserie, de petite manufacture et il survécut jus-

quen 1929, lorsqu'il fut presque entiérement démoli pour faire
place 2 de nouvelles constructions.

AU PIED DU COURANT
par
Merrill Denison 1955
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Edgar Andrew Collard

Among Montreal's many
churches, one has a unique history.
St. Thomas' Anglican Church, now
on Somerled Ave., between Rose-
dale and Mariette, but originally
down on Notre Dame St., was a
church built and owned by one
man, Thomas Molson, second son
of John Molson, founder of the
family and its fortune in Montreal.

Thomas Molson owned St.
Thomas' Church entirely. It was his
private property. Though it was an
Anglican church in its form of wor-
ship and its clergy, the bishop of
Montreal had little authority over
it.

St. Thomas’, in fact, was so

much private property that the
City of Montreal would not accord
it the usual exemption from taxes
granted to church-owned land and
buildings. As private property it
was assesed. Molson had to pay
personal taxes on it every year.
* The church stood close to the
brewery on Notre Dame St. East
(that part of Notre Dame St. was
then called St. Mary's). Extensions
to the brewery buildings now cover
the site. Building the church in
1841 cost Thomas Molson 2,330
pounds. It was an impressive sum
in the money value of that time.

Tried severely

The Anglican bishops of Mont-
real (Rt. Rev. George Jehoshaphat
Mountain, titular bishop, and, later,
Rt. Rev. Francis Fulford) were dis-
turbed by St. Thomas' peculiar po-
sition. They tried their best, se-
verely at times, to induce Thomas
Molson to bring his church into
more regular relations with the
diocese.

Molson would not give in. He
would not even allow his church to
be consecrated. If this were done,
he was afraid the bishop might
have stronger claims upon it.

In 1852 he lost his church. He
lost it not by an invasion of episco-
pal authority but in a devouring
fire. On a July day in that year, fire
broke out in a house on the east
side of St. Lawrence Main

The weather had long been dry
and intensely warm. Strong winds

Cbe Gajene, Montreal, Saturday, February 15, 19806

from the west drove the flames
eastward, “like water pouring
down a rapid.”

The fire reached Molson's
Brewery. On the Molson property a
number of buildings were lost
Among them was St. Thomas’
Church.

After the fire, Thomas Molson
seemed to be making no immediate
move to have his church rebuilt.
Bishop Fulford encouraged the
erection of a new church, 8t.
Luke’s, in the area — a church that
would be independent of Thomas
Molson and under the bishop's full
authority.

St. Luke's Anglican Church,
built nearby on Dorchester St.,
soon attracted the Anglicans living
in the neighborhood, including
those who had formerly gone to St.
Thomas'.

This move by Bishop Fulford
discouraged Thomas Molson from
re-erecting his church. But on a
visit to England, his idea of having
a church of his own was revived.

On this trip he became ac-
quainted with a new religious de-
nomination. It seemed to suit his
own outlook.

This denomination was known
as the Countess of Huntingdon's
Connexion. It had been founded in
1748 by a widow of high rank,
wealth and influence — Selina,
Countess of Huntingdon, a daughter
of Earl Ferrers. |

She had been attracted by the
evangelical spirit of the Method-
ists. The sect she founded was a
blend of Methodism and Anglican-
ism. While the Anglican form of
worship was largely retained, her
churches were imbued with the
Methodist sense of urgency and
“enthusiasm.”

The Countess of Huntingdon had
not only started a religious move-
ment. Her sect was legally estab-
lished in 1783 as a distinct religious
body. It attracted Thomas Molson
because each church belonging to
the Connexion remained autono-
mous.

Molson joined the Countess of
Huntingdon's Connexion. Before
leaving England, he bought 250
copies of the Connexion’s hymn
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St. Thomas’ Anglican Church today descends from a privately-owned church.

books. Obviously his desire to have
another privately-owned church
had been rekindled.

A new St. Thomas' Church be-
fore long arose on the site of the
old. With towers at either end, it
was a far larger and finer church
than its predecessor.

The extent of Molson's revived
enthusiasm was seen in his decision
to give his new church a set of
chimes that was, he believed, far
beyond anything else to be found in
Canada. These chimes were the
same as those in the Royal Ex-
change in London. They cost him as
much as he had paid to build the
entire first church.

The quarter hours were chimed
on two bells; the hours on the dgep-
sounding 15 hundredweight bells.
Every three hours all eight bells

played one of three tunes twice
over — the Vesper Hymn, the Blue
Bells of Scotland, or Home Sweel
Home.

His zeal carried him even fur-
ther. In addition to his church, he
built a college. This Molson's Col-
lege, an impressive building, was
erected between the church and the
river. His plan was that it would
serve, among other aims, to train
young men for the ministry of the
Countess of Huntingdon's Connex-
ion.

Thomas Molson hoped that the
teachings of the sect would fill his
church and his college would pro-
vide ministers for other churches
across the country. He was con-
vinced that the Countess of Hun-
tingdon's Connexion had what
many people in the country were

A very different future it would
be. The church was to be fully unit-
ed with the diocese, as "an evangel
ical church appertaining to the
Church of England.” He left rentals
{rom houses in Molson’s Terrace, a
row of houses south of the church,

. as an endowment.

Only one stipulation recalled his
old independent attitude. He want-
ed the nomination of the rector of
St. Thomas’ to remain with his de-
scendants in a direct line,

Thomas Molson did not live
long after drawing up his will. He
died in January 1863. Arranging
the final settlement took time. But
on Sunday, July 28, 1867, St.
Thomas' Church was at last conse-
crated.

Much had changed

Much, however, had changed
over the years. The area round
about Molson's Brewery had be-
come highly industrialized. Few
people were now living nearby.

In 1906 the congregation moved
northward. It built a new St
Thomas' Church on Sherbrooke St.,
at the corner of De Lorimier Ave

seeking. It offered zeal and free-
dom, for he felt that “the Bishops
and Clergy of the Church of Eng-

i 4 igh h and
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Nothing, however, turned out mained interested in the church
the way he had hoped. No large and made large voluntary contri-
congregation came to his church. butions los_u'ard meeting Ials needs
Teaching at Molson's College was The shift of population contin-
begun but soon dwindled to a ued.Bythe 1940s most of its people
close. had moved to the suburbs in the
west end of the city. The church at

By the early 1860s, Molson gave gherbroore and De Lorimier was
up his efforts. He rented Molson's g41d4. The present St. Thomas'
College Ito the British government Church on Somerled Ave. in Notre
as a military barracks and his pame de Crace was built in the
church as a garrison chapel. early 1950s.

These, in the nature of things, Among tae links with the past
would be only temporary arrange- are the cloc and chimes — the
ments. In a new will he provided Same clock and chimes that
for the future of St. Thomas' Thomas Molson brought from Eng-
Church land for his church in 1857.
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