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Once An Exdusive (]

Another bit of older Montreal
passed into oblivion with the
recent demolition of a tired-
looking building on Beaver Hall

When the avork of the bull-
dozers and hammer wielders

was finished, all that was Jeft |

of what had been an exclusive
men’'s club before the turn of
the century was a patch of level
Eround.

Soon even the earth was
paved over and cars now park
where the Metropolitan Club
once stood.

At one time a place of re-
treat for Montreal's leading
men in business and the pro-
fessions and “"gentlemen
leisure™, the stope structure
had become inconspicuous to
passersby.

Many years ago the ground

|

of |

I

By JOE

floor was converted into small
shops and the rest of the build- |
ing housed a cafeteria and ,
offices |

According- to scanty records |
available, Lhe Metropolitan |
Club had a brief but brilliant |
life before it came to a sad end
al a sheriff's sale in 1896

It was bought at that time by
Edward Rawlings, president of
the Guarantee Company of
North America, for $46.531 The |
price included a lot of land im-
mediately to the north on which
the 10-storey Guarantee build. |
Ing now stands,

H. M. Rawlings, grandson of
the purchaser and present pre-
sident of the company, admits
this was a bargain — although
his grandfather had been warn-

| Ing shows it was owned

EMERY

 ed of the dangers of moving

the business so far away from
the St. James St. district.

The old club quarters served |
as head office for the com-
pany until the pew building
was completed in 1913,

| Original deed of the build.

Tancrede de Bouthillier, pres-
umably as a private residence, |
and sold in 1872 to Hon. Joseph
A. Berthelot

First mention of the Metropo-
litan Club comes six years
later as purchaser from Mr.
Berthe'ct.

So began what A slory in The
Cazette of some 35 Yyears ago
calls “one of the most im.
portant institutions in the city |

| 'V, dined there

by | financial situation r.red to
Ret a bit rocky and, i docu-

» Mmention
| is made of healthy mortgages

ub—Now If's For Cars

— ranking among the leading I
organizations of jts kind."”

At least one royal visitor
was entertained at the Metro-
politan. The Duke of York,
later to become King George
when he visit-
a Royal Naval
aboard HMS Thrush,
By the mid-90s the club’s

ed Montreal as
officer

ments in the vaults of the
Guarantee Com

and suits for back taxes,

The end came with the
sheriff's sale.

Mr. Rawlings says uitimate
use of the land has not yet
be;ntdgcidt?;. .

ut, in re-
mains a rastiummp!mu auto- '

mobiles.
o
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® BEAVER HALL HILL BUILDING PROJECTS: Plans are
expected to be unveiled s tly for construction of a major

new building on Beaver Il Hill, just above Belmont street.
Tenants vildings on the we side of the street, who
have been eon o ( n s, have been netified

must vacate. d b gs, with a frontage of 180
feet on Beaver Hall Hill and 105 en Belmont street, will go
into wreckers’ } shortly; and when they are razed the
new owners will take over. Almost directly across the street,
land and buildings immediately south of the Dupent Building,
at the Dorchester intersection, are reported to have changed
hands recently, with a building development planned on that
site for the early future.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
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Metropolitan Club

Beaver Hall Hill remained a street of hou
and churches until the close of the 19th Ceniury.
The Survevor's plang of 1881 show very few
buildings, nol houscs or churches, except the
Melropolitan Club: The club was on the casi side
of Beaver Hall Hill, about midway belween
Belmont and Dorchester just above the lane
thal leads to the wesl side of Si. Pairick’s
Church. Lo

Even the Metropolitan Club had begun as a
house. Tancrede de Bouthiller had owned it, then
Joseph A, Berthelol, who sold it a5 a clubhouse in
1878. An exlension was buill, known as *“the
Wheel House.” s chief feature was a large bay
window. From thal window the members had a
full view of what was happening on Beaver Hall
Hill.

Many doctors were members of the Melro-
politan Club. So many of them had their offices
on Beaver Hall Hill that it had come (o be known
as “the Harley Sireet of Canada.” One of the
club’s medical members (who had his office a
few doors away) was young William Osler. It
was the first club he ever joined.

Somelimes he arrangzed lo dine wilh a group
of medical friends. But when he came in alone he
might have dinner with someonc else who might
happen to be dining alone also.

From lime to time he dined in this way wilh a
young Englishman who was in Montreal on
business, and had been pul up at the club. One
day, while at dinner, Dr. Osler observed his
young friend’s appearance with uneasiness. The
Englishman was evidently ill, Osler asked him
how he fell. The symploms observed and learned
made a lentative diagnosis possible. It might be
a case of pnalignant smallpox. In those years
Montreal was seldom free of smalipox. Osler
him=e!f had it twice.

Dr. Osler helped the young man oul of the club
and to his rooms. When it became clearly a case
of smallpox, he took him 1o the smallpox ward at
the Montreal General Hospital. There he allended
him, both as physician and friend, until the young
man died.

The Melropolitan Club on Beaver Hall Hill
lasted aboul 20 years. Il was wound up in 1596,
when (he building was auctioned at sheriff’s sale.

— ‘;_‘
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After the turn of the century changes came
rapidly lo Beaver Hall Hill. Shops and offices
were inlruding. As the district ceased to be
residential, the churches were lelt with dwindling
congregations. One by one they were closed and
demolished. The last of the spires on Church
Corner, where Beaver Hall 16l and Lagouche-
licre crossed, was thal of SL Andrew's, which
some Montrealers hiked o think was 43 beautiful
as Salisbury Cathedral’s. The conpreastion of St
Andrew's merged with the congrresation of St
Paul’s, 1o Frm the wow Clineeh of 5) Anidrow

atd S Paul, coun o move 1o Slierbiovhe Strect.

e CAZEITL, Moantreal S0, An
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W. ST. PIERRE.

clage of faskionable tailoring fe
wen in the city of Montreal, Mr. W.
=a storm 13 Jocated )3 Beaver Flall H
an excellent reputation. This is
arters in the (‘.‘!I) for first class tail

L] many
1, who Giud in ]
t only the best gos
= where the style
r of carel
1, and L 1
most exacting patrons. Mr
* 15 & pative of Three Rivers, (taebec,
ely known for his skil), alulity and j
To seek his services once is o be his
always, and we sclect Mr. St Pierre
sent the fasbionable taillors’ industry ia
the commercial review of the city.

o i
Mr. 5t

ock ¢
1 latest shad
ore 1M 325 % 30 feet in
tted up witha! modern con
. !'1:.1"_" and g nen's re M Toomna,
electric lights, eic., the work rooms bejng in the rear.

v 144
Ext: Montréal Illustrated 1894
V-3005,2-24
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IMMEUBLES DONT LA CONSTRUCTION S'EST ACHEVEE DERNIEREMENT

Ilmme
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Archite
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: : The
Immeuble Architectes —Architects Building $32,00

MONTREAL,
par Camillien Houde,

1932
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