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JUDGE HALIBURTON, THE
AUTHOR OF “8AM SLICK.”

TaE death of Mr. T. C. Haliburton,
formerly Chief Justice of Nova
Scotia, and latterly M.P. for
Launceston, but more generally
known as the author of “Sam
%1;:1:,” was announced u}; onrlaa%l
i Bam’t, from a photogra
by Mr. Herbert W&ﬂﬂ%ﬂ, is m?w
engraved, Mr. Haliburton was

some with considerable suc-
cess, 1885 he commenced the
literary work on which his fame
will rest by the contribution to the
oolum;: o ':ﬂ Iis;:{bxwagkly news-
per of a series of amusing paj
g:picﬁn the acute mém mﬁ
sharp bs of the Yankee
thnt.so two mlh they
papers ter
wererevised, pu and brought
under the notice ];o: the Eﬂ
reading public, who gave
Slick, the Clockmaker,” an en-
thusiastic reception. The success
of this book naturally induced
the publication of a second series in
1837, and a third in 1840. But
# Sam Slick” was not exhausted, for
#The Attaché,” an account of
Sam’s experiences in London as one
of the members of the United
e i e vcading vobycs,
P g volumes,
and went through several editions
in a few months, These were
succeeded at intervals by “ Bubbles
of Canada,” “An Historical and
Statistical Account of Nova Scotia,”
“The Old Judge” ¢ Traits of
American Humour,” “ Yankee
Stories,” “Nature and Human
Nature,” which were not so success-
ful as his first works, In 1858,
Mr. Haliburton received the hono-
rary d of D.C.L. from the
University of Oxford, and in the
following year he began his Par-
liamen career, being elected
M.P. for ceston on Conserva-
tive principles. He was a constant
stte;:ant in thﬁnou]s:, but seldo::i
spol exc.iptw the commerci
interests of the British American
rovinces were in question. e
ed, as already stated, on Sunday
week, at his residence, Gordon
House, Isleworth, at the mature
age of sixty-eight.
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n’an interesting lotter t

- Chronicle, M. P. S. Hamiltouypites Tt
me here venture the Predﬁ:t_iﬁilglh ndge’
Haliburton's literary fame’ Will? is

The popularity of “‘Sam “Slick’ 5,
much waned. Yet the vounger. readers of
to-day can scarcely imagine the/ furore that

revailed throughout bﬁwa Sootin awhilst the

rst series of *The clockmaker’ was coming
out, From weck’s end to week’s end, every-
body, old and young, maleand female, was
open-mouthed, and on the tip-toe of expecta-
tion to grasp the latest number of the Nova
Scotian newspaper, with ‘Sam Slick’s last
sayings and doings’ in it. Just as it was at
4 an earlier date, us I have been told, with the
Acadian Recorder, when ‘The letters of
Mephibosheth Stepsure,’” by Rev. Dr. Thomas
MecCulioch, were being published in that
journal. Jverybody may not be aware that
he first series of *The Clockmaker’ was
originally ]euhlishcd in the Nowve Scotian.
‘Sam Slick’ was quoted everywhere, on every
occasion, with the keenest zest, and with in-
exhaustible laughter.

“It was said—I know not with how much
or how little truth—that the r:mcontre be-
tween the squire and the clock maker, de-
scribed, I think, in the first chapter, pretty
nearly details what actually oveurred at an
accidental meeting between Haliburton and
s perambulating dealer in .olocks. I myself
rememnber, in very early days, sceing pointed
ont a peripatoetic clock dealer, who used to
career around the country,in association with
hawkers of tin ovei:s and lpolyglot bible ped-
lars ; and who, T wuas told, was the original
of ‘Sam Slick,’ I canuot say, with certainty,
that he deserved the title. :

‘Rule and misrule of the English

**Who could the wonderful author be t That |

was the question. He himself knew, of
:course ;'so did Joseph Ifowe, the printer;
i but they both kept their own counsel. It was,
. on a small scale, like'the great secret of the
: Waverly novels. At length, Haliburton,
who was then a pensioned ex-judge of the
abolished inferior court, publicly admitted
the aulborship. ™The announcement was

made, if I recollect right, in Halifux, at a

dinuer given to Haliburfon in honor of the
' suspicion which attached to him. -1 am at
i length reaching the final object of this letter.
Iu admitting his authorship of *I'he Clock-
maker,” Haliburton intimated, in a way
. that was open and emphatic, that he was
.much indebted to a certain relative of
‘Slick’s,’ one *Major Jack Downing,’ ete.,
etc. It inay be necessary to say that *Major’
Jack Downing’ was the work of Seba Smith,
of Portland, Maine. It is his most notable
. work ; it is quite as humorous as the ‘Sayings
and Doings of Samuel Slick,’ if not more so;
yet whilst Slick has always been immensely
E:pular in Yankeeland, Downing never has
en 80, to any marked extent. f]mve never
seen but oune copy of ‘Mujor Jack Downing,
and that was soon_after its first publication.
This is owing undoubtedly to the difference
in.the two imaginary characters themselves,
Slick is alert, observing, adroit, shrewd,
roguish—in short, what our Yankee neighbors
mean by ‘smart ;* and they joyously accept
of bim as a type of their nation, Downing,
although even less of a caricature than Slick,
represents a class which, since his supposed
day, has become still more obtrusive and
more*widely known in Yankeeland, and else-
where. That is, he is an office seeker. He is
a bit of a booby too—at all events to the ex-
tent of becoming a butt to such ‘smart’ men
as Slick. His career, too, is a rather keen
satire upon the political and to some extent
the social condition of his conntry. So the
- Yankees do not like to acknowledge Major
Downing as a representative of themselves.
Thus the work which has his name upon its
title page is but slightly regarded, whilst
‘Samuel Slick, of * Slickville, Onion County,
Co.nnect.iu.l:ut, United States of America,’ is,
amongst his supposed countrymen ver u-
Jar. %ﬂthiuk thlitr justice hgs marce{ypggm
done to Mr. Seba Smith’s authorship.”
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LATE LORD HALIBURTCN.

word Haliburton, who died at Bourne-
mouth, England, recently, was asso-
ciated during the whole of his official
lif2 with War Office administration, and

The late Lord Haliburton.
he was a staunch adherent of the Wol-

seley-Cardwell regime. Only a few
months before his death he publicly as-
| tributed the recent ‘“disastrous:admin-
| istrative failures and serious losses” to
the destruction, through party feeling,
of Lord Cardwell's ‘*'‘great
Lerd Haliburton was an able and zea-
lous official of the old school. His
connection with the War Office extended
over forty-four years, and h
to the peerage by Lord Salisbury (ou
. the recommendation of
downe) when he retired in 1898,

in 1832, and was created first baron on
reliring from the Permanent
Sceretaryship for War in 1897.

He was the son of Mr. Justice Hali-
burton, of Nova Scotia, once an English
member of Parliament, and author cf
“Sam Slick.” -

. Arthur Lawrence Haliburton was born :

Under-

reform,”™ !

@ was raised !

Lord Lans- ;

i

4

1; & C. B, now Lord Haliburton, of Wind-
wdian tv be Raised to the British Peerage.

Yy 0 5
05150

! Haliburton,
¢ printed sketch of his life sent Mr, Mor-

%},, ".l‘he Hau ..

i Nova Scotia,” (new edition,

AR

-.--1--\-\
. slography.
To the Editor of the Star: Pao-l(r?,z
Sir,—ar. Henry J. Morgan, in a
cent letter to the Star, observes that
you speak of one or two errors in the

. account of Haliburton in hisBibliotheca

Canadensis, adding that the same

: charge had been made by me. He sends

Judge
a

you the copy of a letter from
which accompanied
said

gan at his request. The sketch,

the judge in his letter, *‘I Dbelieve is
substantially correct.”

Mr. Morgan rather surprises me. by
adding, *‘I trust this will set at rest
any doubts that may have arigsen as

regards the facts contained i the DBi-
bliotheca Canadensis’—as if men’s
memories were usually infallible about
themselves. One of the few inaccura-
cies in the Haliburton article - in My,
Morgan’s excellent compilation which
I remember mentioning in my pamph-
let is this: **The Bibliotheca Cahaden-
sis states erroneously that the courts
of Common Pleas in Nova Scotia were
abolished, and Hallburton appointed a
judge of the Supreme Court, in 1840.
Both events occurred in 1841."” Whe-
ther the judge had forgotten the date,
or only omitted to correct it in the
printed article furnished to Mr. Mor-
gan, or whether Mr. Morgan’s printer
was at fault, I cannot say; but the
statutes of Nova Scotia declare that
the courts of Common Pleas were abol-
ished by an act passed March 29,
1841, and Haliburton was appointed

1

to the Supreme Court on the first of |

the following April.

Another equally incontestible inac-‘

curacy mnentioned by me was the omis- -

frocm the
The inclu-

sion of ““The Season 1icket®’
list of Haliburton’s works.

.sfon in that list of “‘Ilentucky; a tale”

(1834), I merely questioned on the
ground that I could find no other rec-
ord or tradition of it anywhere. In an-
other error I unfortunately followed
suit myself. ‘‘A General Description of
alitax,
1825~—~— 1st ed. 18247) attributed to
him 1in the ‘‘Bibliotheca Canadensis,’’
Is in the same work also attributed to
Walter Bromley. It should doubtless
be credited to the Ilatter gentleman,
wlo was a retired anmy pay-master
and in his preface speaks of his
teen years’ residence in the country’—
an expression which could not have
been used by a native Nova Scotian,
like Haliburton, without a false 1m-
plication. Desides this pamphlet was
‘printed at the Royal Acadian School,”
of which Bromley was the founder. It
was a very natural conjecture that this
anonymous pamphlet was by Halibur-
ton, - for it only preceded his history
by five years, and ‘“to him that hath
shall be given.”

I fully recognize the merit and value
aof Mr. Morgan’s work, and the vast
difficulties he had to contend with in
compiling it, and I shall be disappoint-
ed if the more general dictionary of
Canadian biography, long promised by
him, _does not show more thoughtful-
ness In selection, and more equity In
treatment than any work of the kind
hitherto published in Canada,

ik F. BLAKE CROFTON.
Halifax, N.S., January 13.
i £
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