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B-ridgc at Piificld Blvd.

‘Mirabel autoroute
to link with 2- 20

via Pierrefonds

Autoroute 13, which will link Montreal Island with the new
Mirabel airport, will cross Riviere des Prairies at Pitfield Boulevard
in suburban Pierrefonds, according to the city’s mayor.

And Mayor Eddie Lalande told
city council members last night that
the West Island city would experience
a “tremendous boom"” with comple-
tion of the highway, scheduled for
1975.

Mr. Lalande said he and city man-
ager Gerard Lepage had seen plans
for the proposed highway yesterday
at provincial government offices and
were salisfied “with the route.”

Quebec roads department planners
had been toying with several ideas
for location of this section of the
highway, which will lead to a bridge
spanning Riviere des Prairies and on
to lle Jesus. Autoroute 13 begins at
Highway 2-20, running north to the
new airport

The Pitlield Boulevard location is
apparently preferable to Sources
Road, which is also in Pierrefonds,
because less expropriation is neces-
sary. As it is, land owned and occu-
pied by the Grey Nuns, at the in-
tersection of Pitfield and Gouin boule-
vards, will have o be expropriated to
make way for an interchange.

Mayor Lalande said government
officials indicated P:fned Boulevard
would be widened “toward the east.”
He said he had not seen detailed
plans for interchanges but had been
assured that Gouin Boulevard, a nar-
row, overloaded east-west artery,
would be widened considerably in the
interchange area.

“Our development problems in the
east end of the city will be solved,”
said the mayor.

The decision lo create an inter-
change at Pitfield and Gouin to con-
nect with Autoroute 13 should end a
dispute between Pierrefonds and
neighboring Dollard des Ormeaux,
.which wants to open a road from its

Sunnybrook residential development’
onto Gouin. Y.
Pierrefonds has been hesitant to
allow the opening because of fears of
increased traffic on Gouin Boulevard.

“This highway is very promising
for “us", added the mayor, “Urban
transport in general will be much
improved. Mirabel will be the port of
entry for all of North America. We
are right. in the middle of it all but
the city will not be spoiled”.

For years one of Pierrefonds’ chiel
complaints with the Quebec govern-
ment has been the lack of major
roads leading into the West Island's
largest city. Substandard roads have
been holding up badly needed devel-
opment in the city, according to ad-
ministration officials.

Mr. Lalande voiced zome regret
that land belonging to the nuns had
to be expropriated, but added that
the religious order owned other prop-
erty on Montreal Island and was pre-
pared for the move.

The route of the projected highway
through Lachine was recently aban-
doned. According to roads department
sources, “‘Quebec has decided to for-
get about going south of Highway
220, and building a bridge to Caugh-
nawaga on the South Shore”.

Lachine residents had voiced com-
plaints about the proposed route of
Autoroute 13, which would have
knocked out Grovehill golf course in
the west end suburb.

The government shelved plans to
continue Autoroute 13 southfrom
Highway 220 to Caughnawaga after
the federal government decided to re-
turn land expropriated for the St
Lawrence Seaway to the Indian re-
serve.
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By BOB HAYES
of ‘The Gazette
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The bump on Dresden Ave has been painted vellow
with diagonal black siripes and have been
posted al both ends of the street

“If they don't gct the message they have o be bhind
MeDonald said

Varning signs

The bumpy decision was prompted by the luck of sur.
veillance by the Integrated MUC police force. he added

“It's obvious we don't have enough policemen and
cars lo watch every corner. but the men we do have just
aren’t doing a proper job."

In less than 24 hours after the Dresden Ave bump was
installed. residents reported six vehicles scraped their
mufflers

“They went barrelling through the slop sign and got
what they deserved.” said one resicent
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Underpass was planned at fatal crossing: officials

Less than a month before four
{eenagers died in a car-train crash at
the Sunnybrooke Blvd. level crossing
near the Pierrefonds-Dollard des Or-
meaux border, the Montreal Urban
Community asked the municipalities

to set aside land for an underpass

Dollard des Ormeaux has done so,
Pierrefonds is in the process of ex-
propriating land for access roads to
an underpass. (The rail line is in
Pierrefonds; Dollard's border is
about 10 metres south of it.)

Despite the MUC's request and the

“recent tragedy, officials involved

Renerally agree that an underpass at
the Sunnybrooke crossing is a long
off.

.=-Dollard town planner Eva Cara-
" Elanis says the project has been dis-

cussed at town hall on and off since
the late 1960s.

“For the last four to five years, the
idea has not even been discussed, but
a short time ago we received a letter
(from the MUC) asking us to reserve
the land,” she said.

Serge Brabant, an official in the

MUC's planning department, says
the regional government made the
request as part of its new master
plan for the island.

But Brabant is quick to point out
that the MUC has no jurisdiction in
the matter.

“Any initiative would have to
come from the suburbs involved, as
wqgld a good part of the funding,” he
said.

Pierrefonds Mayor Cy McDonald
disagrees. He's looking for money
for an interchange from the federal
and provincial governments.

“Furthermore, until the future of
Line 3 is decided,” he said, “there is
no way the Canadian Transport
Commission is going to do any-
thing.”

Line 3, more commonly known as
the Two Mountains train line, origin-
ating at Central Station, is now part
of the MUC's train/Metro network.
It is currently the object of a major
study to determine whether and how
it should be modernized.

Another factor complicating the
future of the Sunnybrooke crossing is
the fate of the Alexander St. level
crossing, located several hundred
metres east of Sunnybrooke.

Sunnybrooke was opened in 1983
on condition that the Alexander
crossing would close within three
years.

That deadline expires in August
but McDonald has asked the Cana-
dian Transport Commission for a
two-year postponement.

A new road would have to be built
from Alexander St. to Hyman Dr.
and Sunnybrooke Blvd. to serve for
the densely populated Cloverdale
district of eastern Pierrefonds.

Another level crossing in Roxboro,
on Gouin Blvd. east of Sources Blvd.,
has been described as extremely
dangerous by the town's mayor, Wil-
liam Boll.

Traffic is heavy there and the
crossing is guarded only by flashing
lights — there are no barriers.

Boll says the only solution is an
underpass, but he is not willing to
have Roxboro pay the estimated $2.5
million to $3 million cost.

Boll said the federal government
has given him the impression that it
has stopped funding interchanges to

eliminate level crossings.

But Tom Van Dusen, an aide to
Transport Minister Don Manzan-
kowski, said this is not the case and
the program has been allocated $25
million for the next five years.

Van Dusen acknowledged that
Roxboro asked for funding for an in-
terchange at Gouin, but said he has
“no idea where it rates on the priori-
ty list.”

For years, motorists have critic-
ized the stretch of Gouin Blvd.
through Roxboro, describing it as a
“cowpath.”

It has been suggested that Rox-
boro is waiting for the Quebec gov-
ernment to pay for widening Gouin
Blvd.; however, Quebec says it is
purely a municipal matter.




STATION INTER-MODALE
DE TRANSPORT

B L'administration du maire
Cyril MacDonald, de Pierre-
fonds, propose la construction
d'une station regionale de
transport en commun, in-
cluant le mode ferroviaire et lu
desserte par auiobus de la
STCUM. aux limites de la ville
el de Roxboro. Cette station.
comprenant un vasie terramn
du stationnement. pourraii
etre construnte aved la collubo
ration financiere du secivur
prive. notamment les commer-
ces qui profiteraienmi directe-
ment d'un el amenagement
La ville souhaite egalement
que le ministere des Trans-
ports construise des mainte-
nant les voies de service en vue
du prolongement éventuel de
l'autoroute 440 entre Laval el
l'autoroute 40. L'administra-
tion voudrait qu'une étude soit
entreprise. dans les meilleurs
délais. concernant les axes de
circulation nord-sud. incluani
le prolongement du boulevard
Pierrefonds jusqu'a l'autoroute
440. Il faut prevoir, selon la
ville, une hausse importante
de la population dans ce sec-
teur, au cours des prochaines
anneées.




Pierrefonds farmland
eyed for development

by Roxanne Davies
for the Daily News

A BUILDING boom in Pierre
fonds has city officials looking at
land zoned for agncultural
a possible

apment

use as
area for new devel-
sald mavor Cy MacDon
n!l:

“We won't touch those farmers
who are actually farming but
some land 1s owned by corpora
tions and they're not paving any

MacDonald said, vowing
that first-time homeowners will
continue 1o find a wide vanety of
affordable housing in Pierrefonds

The city's 10-vear preliminary
urban plan calls fer construction
in the western sector near L'Anse

L'Orme, of medium- and high

iced homes, balanced by high

v housing

Pierre Rochon, Pierrefonds

v planning, said the area

could house up to 25,000 new resi
dents and that the success of the
project hinges on an adequate
north-south artery into the ex

western sector

The North Shore city of 41,000
has enjoved a construction boom
unrivaled by neighboring munici
palities, with more than 1,000 new
homes built between 1982 and 1987

“We have to alleviate traffic
from lle Bizard. There's only that

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1989 MONTREAL DAILY NEWS

one bridge and if there's an acci
dent, forget 11, an ambulance
couldn’t get on the island

Land for Highway 440 was
expropriated 15 vears ago, Rochon
said. When completed, it will link
Laval and lle Bizard through
Pierrefonds and Kirkland to High
way 40

“We still don't know what kind
of a road Highwayv 440 will be — an
urban boulevard or an autoroute,”
Rochon said

Extend highway

Meanwhile, the Quebec govern
ment 15 talking about extending
Highway 40 from Laval to the
Island of Montreal in the 21st cen
tury, Rochon said

“A north-south highway must
be built within the next 10 vears if
Pierrefond’s growth plan is to
succeed

Rochon and his colleague
Pierre Lacroix hope the 440 will be
an autoroute with high wvisibility
for prestigious high-tech indus-
tries to help widen Pierrefonds’
tax base and decrease the tax bur-
den of homeowners

“The West Island industnal
commussion has said all the lots on
Highway 40 will be sold in the next
five vears, so we hope light indus-
tries will locate in Pierrefonds,”
Lacroix said




' Slush splash
| bylaw passed
'in Pierrefonds

By GRAEME HAMILTON
of The Gazelte

|  Pierrefonds residents can do more

’ than swear and shake a fist the next
time a thoughtless motorist soaks
them with slush

A bylaw passed by city council this
| week declares that when snow or

slush accumulates on the road, “it is
prohibited for any driver to splash
the sidewalk by driving over that
snew with a vehiele

The bylaw is aimed mostly at
Montreal Urban Community Transit
Corp. bus drivers, Mayor Cyril
McDonald said

“"When you get slush next to the
curb, buses take great delight in
plowing through it and covering any-
body on the sidewalk.™ he said in an
interview

Accidents do happen

‘Bus drivers are civilized enough
that they don't take pleasure in
Spraying pedestrians,” Paul Du Cap,
an official with the union that repre-
sents MUCTC's 3,200 drivers said
vesterday

But he admitted that with 1.500
buses on the road during rush hours,
accidents will occur somewhere. "

The minimum fine under the by-
iaw 1s $25 and the maximum $300

But city clerk Gariel Legault said
“ILs not an easy bylaw to enforce
When it happens to you you don't
think about taking the licence num-
ber. You just swear and forget it,”

Pierrefonds received complaints
about the buses from citizens who
had been soaked and from public
works employees who were tired of
having snow and slush splashed back
on the sidewalks they had just
cleaned

City takes action

The city decided to act after com-
plamnts to the MUCTC received no
response, McDonald said

But the mayor is not sure whether
the bylaw will solve the problem

You've got to try it,” he said
“Maybe if they know there's a bylaw
theyll be more careful.”

Du Cap said the move is impracti-
cal because, “'there are some day:
the drivers couldn't drive thei,
routes without splashing "

Public works employees have
been told to keep an eve out for of-
fending buses and report them to the
police, city manager Gérard LePage
said. “If we catch a couple, it will
teach them a lesson "

9
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IRONIE TOPONYMIQUE

B A la lumiere d'un certan
anlagonisme Qi exisie enirn
Pierrefonds et Sainte-Genes iy
ve. deux municipalites limitre

phes de V'ouest de 1Mile dy
Montreal. il peut certes appa
raitre bizarre que 'une de
rues principales de Sainte-Ge
nevieve porte le nom dvu

Pierrefonds! Cette incon

gruite est d autant plus evide

lc lorsqu'on decouvre que lu
rue principale de Pierretond-
porte aussi le nom de Pierre
fonds et qu'il v a sans cessy
confusion dans la livraison du
courrier ¢t des pizzas 1l con-
vient aussi de rappeler gquo
Pierrefonds est une ville recen
le. nee d'une partic detachet
de Sainte-Genevieve, et que les
vieun Genosvetains n'ont ja
mais pardonne au legistateur
cette amputation de leur wvil
lage au profit des Petrifon
tains. Mais ce qu'il v 8 de plue
clrange, cest que plusicurs ry
sidents de la rue Pierrefond-
de Samte-Genevieve., ne v
lent pas — mais pas du tout —
que leurs dirigeants munig

pauy modifient ¢e nom ¢n o
lui de rue Flore-Manther! Coes
Crovens I oguent surtoadl dyes
molifs d'ordre pratique pour
refuser e changement d

noem ﬂl.)l',\c]'.;_" .IL!I";‘\‘-[‘\ 11811
velle papeterie, nouvelles ins
criptions dans 'annuaire el
phonique. etc. Ev si Pierrd
fonds rendait la politesse
rebaptisant son boulevard
Pierrefonds du nom de Saint
Genevieve ? Nous aurions
alors _d:"‘ Cer UVEldIns
fontains e1 des Perri
ﬁ::”.(,'rwl-::l‘;];:i;}(I; mieus encory
. "5 oponymiqug
Genoperrins 1out cour !

poit
fontarns
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