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Centennial Lake — five times the size of Mt. Royal’s Beaver Lake — would be the centre of Dollard’s 125-acre playground,
which could be started this summer.
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Feu vert au Lae du Centenaire |

Le conseil municipal de Dollard-des-Ormeaux a ob-
tenu le feu vert, de la population, au sujet de son
projet du Lac du Centenaire qui aura cing fols la
superficie du Lac des Castors, sur le Mont-Royal. Le
projet est évalué & $1,895.000. Le maire de Dollard-
des-Ormeaux pourra dorénavant se gonfler la poitrine
quand il rencontrera le maire Jean Drapeau ! M, Ger-
ry Dephoure réalisera lui eussi un “petit” réve de
grandeur. ..

MONTREAL-MATIN, SAMEDI 5 MAI 1973
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West Island park plan takes shape

By RAY DOUCET
Land stripping and excavation for
a huge artificial lake in the heart of
Dollard-des-Ormeaux is nearing com-

+pletion and city officials hope to have
. | 4

the work finished by the end of Octo-
ber.

Faced with a one-month delay at
the beginning of the massive par

' development project for the West Is-
land city, city officials hope to have

at least part of the over-all park pian
ready before winter.

In May, this year, iwo loan by-
laws authorizing $1.9 million for a
Centennial Park and artificial lake
were approved following a public
hearing where no objections were
raised.

The plan for what will eventually
be the. largest recreational area in
the West Island calls for flooding a
a7.acre marshy area between St

John's Road and Sources Boulevarg,
th of the Trans-Canada Highway.
Cost of the lake, including excava-
ton and some sealing, will be about
1.5 million. The 9C-acre
ounding the |
415,000.
1t will include tennis courts, a to-
boggan hill built from earth exca-
vated from the lake si
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fields, a marina and a la
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will also be ready for winter.

“Other parts of the park will be
ready someltime next year after
we've gotien clearance for them."

One of the difficulties in the devel-
opment is that the football, soccer
and baseball ficlds are on properties
owned by an adjacent school.

There have been s
in negotiations on deve
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scheduled to begin June
delaved to the beginni
month.
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Centennial project . . . g little late

Dollard digs in to create parkland

By BOB HAYES
of The Gazette

Centennial Park, the Dollard des Ormeaux
project intended to mark the cily's contri-
bution to Canada's 100th birthday celebrg-
tions, is finally off the ground.

A million cubic yards of it.

Roger Theriault, manager of the West
Island community, said vesterday that ex-
cavation of the lake site — believed the largesl
in Canada — should be complete by the end of
October.

The lake will feature a 125-acre playground
which will include a beach, marina, picnic
areas, observation promontory, greenhouse
and amphitheatre.

TOBOGGAN HILL, RINK

A toboggan hill 150 feet high and the
largest rink on the island are scheduled for
winter sports.

When it's finished, the park will become a
leisure area of 5,445,000 square feet,

A group of Dollard citizens is keeping close
watch on progress in hopes of retaining a
large part of the sector in its present natural
state.

“We want to make sure a variely of
mature and developing woodland is undis-

turbed,” said Margaret Hendrick, spokesman
for the residents.

“We are mainly concerned with the future
of birds, plant life and small animals that
have been located in the wooded areas. If the
undergrowth in these regions is destroyed, it
would have a disastrous effect on their
natural habitat.”

M. J. Dannatt. 20 Place Gauthier. said the
group has spotted 112 species of birds., of
which 57 remain (o breed, in the past two
years. Among the “exciing arrivals” this
sw were three Great Grey Owls from the
North.

“N we manicure the Brounds and lay
asphalt walks, we will eliminate nesting areas
and destroy the natural plant material.”

Mayor Gerald Dephoure and councillors
are sympathetic and say bulldozers will not
stray from the immediate area of the lake.

In the meantime, giant shovels are digging
deep into ground just west of Sources Rd. for
the 28-acre lake. Earth and rocks are being
used to build the toboggan and observation
hills.

The $400.000 it would have cost to get rid of
the material is being used to dress up
surroundings.

While digging to a maximum of nine feet in
the lake bed, the shovels are carefully carving

out five tree-shaded islands that will dot the
water .

Dollard officials are siill sludying the
possiblity of swimming when the lske is
finished. Water is to be drained from excess

supplies from surrou districis and will
have to be tested before s is allowed

MAY BE STECKED

Theére is chance the
with fish hardy
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Dollard property-owners,

“I think it's one of the
town has ever made," ¥ who
expects the development ig'be complete @ithin
10 years.

The development has attracled the interest

n which will start building 300
homes nearb IS autlwma.

Construction also will start soon on a high
school on a 12 million-square-foot  site
adjacent to the park. It will include an arrav
of sports facilities with an outdoor biology
classroom “right on its doorstep,"

This could be the greatest thing that's ever
happened in the West Island,” said Dephoure






