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MONTREAL VERS 1810

E Brasserie Molson fut fondée en 1786. Notre gravure fait
voir Montréal, environ 24 ans plus tard, alors que sa popu-
lation n'était que de 12,000 habitants. Les réverberes éraient
encore inconnus, les routes presque impraticables, et les moyens
de communication malaisés et peu nombreux. Les fortifications
commencerent i étre démantelees en 1805 et, & compter de cette
date jusqu’en 1815, alors que cessérent ces travaux, le trafic et
les communications devinrent plus faciles.

En 1809, John Molson lance I'Accommodation, le premier
bateau i vapeur qui transporta des passagers entre Montréal et
Québec. On n'avait voyagé jusqu'alors que par la malle-poste
ou de petits voiliers, et ce vapeur fut bientot fort achalandé
Un deuxiéme, le Swiftsure, fut lancé par M. Molson en 1812
Il n'y avait qu'un petit débarcadére, au pied de la rue Saint
Francots-Xawvier, a la Pointe-a-Calliéres.

Dés 1806, le commerce du bois était déja trés florissant; aussi
voyait-on fréquemment de grands trains de bois passer Montréal
d destination de Québec. Nombre de riches trafiquants et
négociants habitaient hors des murs de la ville, dans les superbes
demeures qu'ils avaient élevées, soit rue Dorchester, soit—plus
au nord—au pied du Mont-Royal.

Simon McTavish bitit une fort belle maison au haut des
rues Peel et McTavish, sur le flanc de la montagne. Joseph
Frobisher fit de méme au haut de la Céte du Beaver Hall, et
James McGill, désireux de fonder une université, légua a cette
fin sa résidence de la rue Burnside et une somme de dix mille
livres. Il est intéressant de rappeler que ces trois riches négoci-
ants en fourrures avaient épousé des Canadiennes frangaises-
McTawvish, Mlile Marguerite Chaboillez, de I'excellente famille
du méme nom; Frobisher, Mlle Charlotte Jobert, fille d'un
chirurgien distingué; et James McGill, Mme Desriviéres (née
Charlotte Guillemin), veuve d'un grand commergant.

Les plus importants des trafiquants en fourrures du Nord-
Ouest étaient membres du fameux Beaver Club qui, de 1808 i
1815, tint ses assises au Coffee House de Richard Dillon, au
coin nord-ouest de la Place d Armes, 1 ol s'éléve aujourd’hui
l'immeuble de la Banque Canadienne Nationale. Il y avait
126 tavernes 3 Montréal en 1812, et chaque tavernier devait
payer $10.00 pour sa patente.

Les rues Saint-Paul et Notre-Dame réunissaient la plupart
des magasins, et nombre de petits marchands vivaient au-dessus
de leurs boutiques.

Un palais de justice et une prison furent bitis sur ['emplace-
ment du Couvent des Jésuites. Enfin la Colonne de Nelson fut
érigée en 1809.

MONTRFAL
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La rue St Jean-Baptiste a la distinction de compt:
plus vieille maison de la Métropole. - Ce:
meuble, construit en 1680 pour servir de deme.
& Hubert Lacroix, est trés bi>n conservé.

Montrfa' n'e pas n réemgintion G
W vielie caplile Srininciae pogr e
aatiqaires T =l Pl rogtenlr |
Remphrie il sen (=uve Aqurs in
Pt e i AN qne yaelais'
recdr= des e 4 el e ot
volt & Q¥ wc |

I'e rege.ter 4 » Tremme 5 viahid
derrifrement une vele e de la
e Saint-lear-Waieiee o
talnemer] PR de 10 e oo
wraralnes & Qul e CHopt - STy dey
e=l Imme il . N d ke g Asy
GRRl ‘rette g (e e e e of-d
fot. ga= Hle= Lw A i1 e o'me
rwbes négperiants

dahn Harper gu'  iravaiils ey |
PTEe Se CIRQUAnLe 3RS Bane 5 vielle
maison coral uile par Mupert La-
cros |

& iraFr d» & jwleterie a fit ériger
PO 1T Mi-mbme Cémit alors une de-
meure somplucuss dars .ag
remeODirRit tD4t e

avalt dans !¢ temps  moven de el
procures Flie a s sous-eol Sové un
et de<ha wbe & un Mage A mwan-|
sards s as Sra1t rdeervd gus rulel-
nes ains: qu ik & dépease Ot v voyait!
eeare, 1l ¥y 8 qeeigees ancées, e
foyer g reprodult notre vignette of
s prpriftaices actuels la UNations' |
firig apd Chemira! Company of Ca-| U™ ®0 Blus T
nafla on! cobsarvd au reste de Ia ts des pwiieterien
malson son

CACHET IDANTIQUITE mer des provisions pour plustesrs

A res-dechasembe w0 crogveat, D880 sl e besoln s'em #talt
de iz graodes salies o0 o premier ha- [T Mala A faut erolry’ gee o
MLl _de & malenn Lrassigeall ses|® Ml construire o Diteeewneles
eTairss proYmbiement. csy elies ont] T'=D8 tempu, Mlem-guetrte
Itoute | agparence de vasies Surssun Lall pas wa fpicarien. cor
| Pauos gte allese prodagegt as. | SCES trace 4'wa
Aesans 4 un 'ATRe pascages ménagh ¥ins m liqguewrs M Poathier,
rrur donner arele ag coars, 1l ¥ .‘I Jant
uns awire grands pibeg qu' a 40 :‘:‘h" el
#eriir A= salle de dansg Dans fh.l-'r m
cune de cra jpihces on ol des holse | “YISER. ube pethe cuverters seerite |
ries gut maleré leur shtums, ou0 | PTAUGUAS dans e mur ot par lagoele
nservé yn air de grandens qui
jae soygten' au travall du méme |
* I'en falt dans B mal
L= rampes des ©»
caij=re == rofRicbes . portey
snn' des plécey mamsiives, qui ont
résin'é mon alftaques de temps Flles
ot en chine mlida qul a probs
B ement #°84 coupd aut sovirony od-
mes As in malscl. rar sa temps ol
Wis 191 ronetrgite. & tee - Satmt-
Jean-Ra;t ste ne présental' pas ap
paren:+ an #lls @ au'‘nerd hul los
rheminée=s 4+ |appariement sop!
log'ss TaEeg ot I nearre de  Bone
ulptenr®. mar rerairs (anBeanx
blen conmerves pragseat gqu il ¥
avall errialiremon: des artisis dabe
e mbisr alars las mure ressem- | i .
NMeet any murs des for's  Tia ont | ™ Panthéa, # C 8. [ —
SIArTemeant : :-“'“':"‘.' Chomicais Werks, ﬂ-h
.""":. ‘“&nl-':::;-u whalilg -.._.I
TROIS PIEDS DEPAISSEUR | .. i

#1 80D “miia ¢ gromes jieTres % pouvait volr dans ‘s cour quasd
I Aehorn 18 p#esns r' ane appye #0 Temdires Malent barricadien

TeRre aiidre pymc sirs ATRs DAL On rroRf que 'y maiscn  astwelle

Iren @T) Avs oo mMe Ges ave tutes 40 NNt DAs A premidre qui fat esobe

provon LA demeyre Malt Mlbrmmen! trulte gur cvt efoplacement | omr, o4

falte jwois parmative & mes halftanis | creusant dans ia cave, on o troavi de

Ao wici il oa MR IAAESS cunten’ 3 massdves foadations e qu indigee

en itk de araguer. Om oa falr ub quun hitimeat on pen plus petit as-

ot men’  mais alln ‘e na pas en's  ralt M4 érigd an mibme endroit

ve- A anel nee Rah tation =0 &I

dattiquitd on & "ai; faire en fer |-|'-,.::: mbie elle présemte

Mave metal qul #1an ‘e pus empioyd

poos les couvertures ' ¥ & Qe Qued D'UN VIEUX CASTEL

certs aus 1oy & auss! uve gande oa-dans la construetion duguel om &

e lmns aque’le o0 aitait pg enfer- voulu. lout en mépageast ie com-

Archives de la Ville de Montréal




>
\

@ CGILL UNIVERSITY PUBLICATIONS

SERIES Xl (ART AND ARCHITECTURE) No. 37

—

The House of Simon McTavish
No. 27 St. Jean Baptiste Street, Montreal

by
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and

G. A. Neilson
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THE HOUSE OF SIMON McTAVISH

No. 27 St. Jean Baptiste Street, Montreal

By
RAMSAY TRAQUAIR, M.A. (HON.), F.R.1.B.A.

.Ill'l

G. A. NEILSON

REPRINTED FROM
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THE McTAVISH HOUSE. ST. IEAN BAPTISTE STREET, MONTREA!L
Fram & pasating by . Bansctl n t)

w M d M uscum

THE HOUSE OF SIMON McTAVISH
No. 27 ST. JEAN BAPTISTE STREET, MONTREAL

BY RAMSAY TRAQUAIR, M.A.(Hon.) F.R.LBAA. AND G A. NEILSON

N 1786 Simon McTavish, the fur merchant of

.\"“I‘I'L'-'I]. ]L’d."b\_'i! !.I"'"'I l{lt !l-ll'(i [)li*lit'. mer-

chant, a new dwelling-house in St. Jean Bap-

tiste Street for a period of seven years at the
annual rental of £130. The lease, passed before
Edward W. Gray, N.P. states that the house had
not yet been lived in by any person and gives an
mventory of the finishings. This gives the rooms
as, on the first floor, kitchen, pantry and servants
room, on the seccond, four rooms with two marble
hearths and, on the third, five rooms with,
m  addition, stables, “necessary’’, ice-house and
cellar.

In 1795 McTavish bought the house from Dobic.
The deed of sale, signed by Joseph Frobisher on
behalf of McTavish, gives some particulars. The
lot consists of “a stone dwelling-house built in the
English taste, stables and out-houses with an ice-
house and a small garden.” The ground on which
t!'".'_\' S:l)l\(i I'l.l[l l)l:l.'rl plir('i]-ls‘.’li ll‘\' [)(?ilil_' il] '.‘-\nlil]i

parts from four different owners, added to a lot
owned by himsell and then redivided. A plan
showing the new boundaries and house is appended
to the deed and this shows the house and lot very
much as it is l(‘t'.i‘\'.

On Simon McTavish’s death in 1804 the house
was left to his widow and seems to have been used
as a dwelling-house until the end of the century
In 1885 Bunnett made a painting of it, in very
minute detail, which is now in the McCord Mu-
seum. It was still practically unaltered in 1905
when Mr. D). Hardie and Mr. Roxburgh Smith
measured and drew the details of the mantelpieces,
stair and front door. About this time the property
was acquired by the National Drug Company, for
the purposc of a factory. The top floor was re-
moved and an additional brick storey was added,
with a flat roof. In 1931 all the fittings had gone
excepting one fine mantelpicce on the principal

floor and some fragments of the staircase and the
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These are now in the MeCond

n!.ul.lll\'“\lll_i_’.
.\ltl‘-\.\' pm.

A survey of the buildings was made in 1930 by
S\'ilnnl ol
The

and on the

the students of the
McGall
based on this survey

Messrs. Hardie and Smith

Architecture of

University restored drawings are

-'l]l!I lll'd\\:‘llll" ’r_\'
The house was in three storeys, a half basement,
referred to in the lease as the first floor, a principal
or second floor and an attic or third floor. It is in
to the

additional building which contained the stables to

two parts, the house proper west and the
I I

the cast, separated from the house by the arched

entry. The ice-house and “necessary” were in the
back yard.

The front door had disappeared in 1931,
nett's painting and the old photographs show that

It had a

with fluted doric pilasters

Jun-
it was in the centre of the street front.
M‘l\li'\'il't'lll{lr I-l““gllt,
architrave. It measured l‘.\' Mr.
Roxburgh Smith.

From this door the principal floor must have

.'Ill.l! an wWias

been reached by a short flight of steps. The side

LONG,  SECTION

TFI l T[ l
Sxlsl  Inlam

ST B |

PLANS AND ELEVATIONS OF

: - ' " "
walls of this staarcase shill remain but the stair

itsell” has been removed.

lliL' iI.I"ﬂ.‘lllt'l\f !\Ill!\\.\. no traces now ol its I'l'iﬂl.-

know from the
kil(ilul.

Ihe large window next to the arch of the entry s

Bunnett's

nal use but we inventory that it

confained the servant’s room and cellar
not shown on picture and must be a
later insertion.

On the principal floor the centre is occupied |
cach side

the staircase and hall passage. Un is a

i.ll':_:L' \Ilullil]t room, lhl.' I.J'ullt .I.lui Iklt'l'\ M'}‘.lr.tlu[

|>_r 1'[];|}1:t'.|l arches. Each of these four divisions
Or rooms ll.t\ ] \}lillui\'_\"lrc.l.\l .nlltl Eil'l'l!!ill'k'. ]||
the front east room the n\.uiir!picm't was still

position in 1930. It is a typical American “colonial”

XVIII ‘Adam”

with a veined

-hﬂ.ii:n of the late century Ly pe

a cast iron Jaune

i !lllti‘\‘l{

fricze and lll.‘:llll.’lh[l\.'“- \\ill} a carved central |J.l|\l’i:

grate ‘\'l.'”n\\'

antique) marble surround; a delicately

at the sides tapered and fluted pilasters, above a

|.|!'_;__:t' |=.'mc| with side ]}iLlhlL‘l‘b
In 1905 the still

mantelpiece of very similar design.

west room I'\"I.‘lil]l.‘ll an old

This has now
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-]i.r.u'cd but lu:tun.‘ulc]_\' the 11:'.|\\i1|;5 have

pn‘.'scr\'cd a record of it These ln.lnlv[pin ¢S Cinr-
respond to the two marble hearths mentioned in
the i:ncutnr_\' How the two other fireplaces were
treated we do not know; the inventory mentions «
Portland stone hearth with a small mece broken
off on this floor.

.I I]L‘ “'l“'l(‘ i]l"‘l. |]—\‘I «l I"\\ ‘Iqlll('lll.'l] llll‘ll! .l'“l M |
L'h.lir r.iil

The general arrangement of the plan conforms
to the English Georgian type with the central stair
and double side rooms. The arrangement of the
enlrance l.{nltr .l:'lii ﬂl.li.r ;1\ ll‘a;nl( Ilg‘L'L'.\S:H'_\' l)_\' II\C
half basement. It should be compared with the
somewhat similar arrangement in the “Fargues”
|1Hli.\r, No. 92 St. Peter Sl[’L'L'l. (Jlll.'lﬂ.'i.'.
As the attic floor has completely disappeared
it 15 that the ol i

riunatc ings include the
{ | 1

tnd two

mantels I'he

handrail, but the latter has been taken down and
replaced during the alterations and the balusters
are not in their original positions.

The annex to the east shows no trace of its
original use, a coach-house and stables. 1t com-
municates with the cast room of the In‘iln‘i;m| floos
Il_\' lill'l.'i' hlr]l.\ \!n\\il, b;litt‘ its floor 15 at a
higher level so as to allow the

enlry Lo pass

under

The house is of interest as showing the town
house of a wealthy citizen of Montreal in the end
of the XVIII
with the much more elaborate and larger house at
No. 92 St. Peter Street, Quebec.

L'\'idcnfi_\' a much wealthier and maore impurl;ml

century It should ilt' compared
- I

Quebee was

p]ut'c whilst Montreal was .|!rc.-uf‘\- l't'yilmir:g to
show strong l‘:u;_-,'i\h influences

The tradition of this house is American Colonial
indeed quite possibk { the n inteipieces
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DETAILS OF THE

that was lwing made at this time by the French-
Canadian craftsmen Though not a large house
vet the planning of the principal rooms is very
dignifiecd and the details of the woodwork are
irrcpnw;h;llri_\' delicate.

We are indebted to Mr. E. Z. Massicotte, of
Documents consulled:

Lease passed before Edward W. Gray, N.P.,
Dobic, merchanl. April 27, 1786

Deed of sale daled 26 Feb., 17

house and lol in Sainl Jean Baplisle Sireel

95

archives of Nonlreal

Invenlory of the real and personal exlales af the lale Simon MeTavirh, lay.,

No. 1798 of the minules of J. G. Beck, N.P.

U

Detaisl of
futes in Frieze

MANTELPIECE

Montreal, for the leases and other documents
recording the history of the building. Mr. Massi-
cotte was the first to in\'c&lig.nlu this and to 1lnin1
out the error of the older ]L'Eclui. We are also
indebted to Mr. Rnxlrm'gh Smith for the loan of

:I!li (IF.’[“ il‘lg.‘i.

f"]'_f‘d'-'{"f!f' u'f Simon MHeTavich, merchani, by Richard

Richard Dobic, Exq., selling fo Simon MecTavich, Exy..
From the minules of J. G. Beck, N.P., in the judicial

1804,

2( J -\‘c'j’:‘ .

Wil of Simon McTavich dated 2ad July, 1804,

Archives de la Ville de Montréal




HeroicOld Da ys Recalled

1

Exploits of Adcenturous Band of Fur Trade Pioneers

NIRMGLIFS of that band of adventurers, who, over a century and a hialr |
i ago, the N
who dally risked their ltves to provide transportiation so that the fur trade |
couid live. are revived at an exhibition of the “North Weaters™ in thfl

formoed rih West Company, and their courageous v IYageurs ‘

W

rand

the lals am Jennings

trvan, | 1] @’Armes. But by the accounts shown
F )
Rle for =

s owing by members nfter an eve-
ning meeling. wine Instead of colfes
was the preferred beverage A bil
to James McGill for one évening ran
to over $60. while A. N. McLeod's
account was shown as more than
$160

Coples of early mapa made by
David Thompson and Peter Pond of
the weast, with the names of tribes
| of hostile Indians, unknown moun-
[ tains and strange rivers, recall stir-
ring davs and the courage of those
pioneers who fou thetr way
across the contin of
'l “trade.”
ol

| PR PO S
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|| 7 Jageth

The Nor'Westers — 1775-
1821" Subject of Display
at McCord Museum
; /925
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A

ap

T

inals, the reter rouu wep uvew
one of the few reproductions, a::r'i
| the exhibition includes a number
| of books and a very good gallery of
| portraits
| A voyageur's
| flechee, hunting knife, firebag and
lall the rest of it is assembled ig
one case. In another there is a
handsome set of duelling pistols
that once belonged to Duncan Mc-
Gillivray.- There is+ china of the
period, and furniture, and whist
counters of mother of pearl, bear-
ing the cipher of John Ogilvy.
The exhibition has just opened
and will be on view to the public
until October 1

outfit," ceinture

of the North West in 1785, he had

> regard for the immensities

€ prairies that he squeczed

Great Lakes up against the

Rocky Mountains. Not only that He

wrote alung the Arctic coast words

> effect that the Eskimos said

was no land beyond: and in

in a corner that was

here the State of Wash-

5, he inscribed these

“The Indians who oc-

part of the country are

to me. The i who

ke war ainst them say that

olasses, they have seen amongst them peo-
of high ple g beards.™

e mr?__m* its idiosyncrasies, Peter

Wiscon
that

. Eiv
he way trade was car
One

Indians bale of
bacco, one barrel of sugar
powder i}

and

| beads, barreis

wine, other goods

Pond’s map—or the reproduction of
it—is one of the most interesting |
ems in the curre exhibition at
1 The
e, “The
. and is de-
the North West
McGills and other
- t times

There Is a deed of admission In
favor of one Allan MecDot.rell, July,
1816, signed by Simon ser, Dr,
John McLoughlin, Williar: McGilli-
vray and a stri of othcr famous
5, an er nent of a canoe-
@ concerning a
reur de bois who had ertea
bills of lading. St of
p history will b ntrigued
commercial jour of the

1 of James and Andrew

many miies

ipstream
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18186,

An

which bears the aignatu

all the partners. Is of conasider

interest Among the signatures are

| thoae of Sir Alexander MarKenzie

| Simon Fraser and John McLauzh-

| Un
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| thia country n
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when

s
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disagreements =t
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| OLD RESIDENCES
Picturés of old Montreal homes

McGill,
and there are letter books of such
men as Frobisher and Thomas
Blackwood, the latter kept at Mich-
ilimackinac in 1806 and 1807. The

Beaver Club minute book is on
| hand and tbiere are many papers
| concerning Col -William MacKay,
|one of the first volunteérs in the
War of 1812. who was rewarded by
“The partners” who, in an elab-
orate rolling script, requested his
! acceptance of “two hundred guin-
cas as a small testimony of their

built by the fur traders, among them |
the McTavish Mansion betweep Peel
and McTavish streets, and the eoun-
try home of Hon. James MetGill at
Manafield and Burnside place, are
exhibited

The minute bonk of the nid Beaver
Club, which was formed In 1785 by
memberas of the company who had
apent at Jeast nne winter ig the Can-
adian Wesat, teils & story of thé so-
cial life of an earlier day. The club
ususlly met every Wedneaday eve-

ping in Dillon's Coffes House, Piace e“h?ot::-_ol the ““‘i.""_"!’“i_‘_".%‘_‘::




LL OUR YESTERDAY(
By EE&%‘ANDREW cm;'}”

WHEN A YALE PROFESSOR VISITED MONTREAL

Montreal had many American
visitors in the 19th century. But
It 1= curious that one of those,
whn viewed Montreal most in
the spirit »f the artist should
have been a scientist

This visitor was Benjamin
Silliman. And Benjamin Silli-
man was a vrry eminent scien-
tist, He was professor of chem-

siry and mineralogy at Yale
, Though his nwn researches may
not have led to any important
discoveries, he did much to pro-
mote science at Yale, includinz
the science of medicine. He pre-
sided as professor of his depart-
ment for more than half a cen-
tury becoming one of
grandly venerable figures of the
college,

Prof. Silliman wisited Mont-
real in the autumn of 1819
‘when 40 years of ake. And the
notes he wrote of his visit are
now more like a sketch-booi:
than a narrative, with some of
the sketches being like rapid|
Iimpressions in pencil, others
with delicate water - colored |
tint= [

Thizs did not mean that h =
scientiflic observation was anv
the lese acute. - But he unde:-
stond Montreal by impressinn:
at well as through analysis. And
perhaps it is the impressinns
tnat are now the most vivid

The artistic quality of h
narrative is seen in his deserig
tinns of the view from his rons

'n the Mansion House. And thr
Mansion House. to be sure. con
manded a magnificent view
It had been the nld residence
of Sir John Johnson—the Lnv-
alist who had abandoned his
hereditary estates in the M-~
hawk Vaillev to come north tn
Canada to fight for the Crown
against the forces of the Revoi-
ution. - In 1817 this buildirg"
was acquired by Hon. John Mn.-
son. He made it one
grandest holels in all North-An
The chandelier of
ballroom alone cost mire thar
£1050, and guesizs dined with
enicurein clegance
Perhans the' finest feature
the Mansion House was
riverside terrace The hot
between St Paul Stre
what is today Commissis
ers Streel, so that it was alm~
at the waler's brim. The 1t
race nverlooked the river, r
ning the whole length of
huilding. a distance of 144 frs
Thnse, like Prof. Silliman., »*
had rooms overlooking the :er
race and river, found that 1
view was one of the chic
pleasures of their Montreal
visil
On the evening of his arrival
in Montreal, Prof. Silliman had
dinner in the Mansion House at
five o'clock. At his table he
found a party of "very respec:-
able men, apparenily English-
men.” These gentlemen were
free alike of the selfish Indif-
ference and the rude familiar-
ity he had encountered at :he
public tables in other hatels
They observed in thelr man-
ners and conversation "a cor-
rect medium.”

That autumn evening
weather was mild and fine He
retired “st candle lighting” to
his room. Through its bow win-
dows he looked qut upon the
St Lawrence. Fiom the moment

heruahadobet. cuerything bes,

of the

erica ne

£ el
and

the

came silent on the shore, 50 that ™
sametimes for an hour the mur-
muring of the St. Lawrence
was the only sound to be heard.
The moon moved majestically
among black clouds, now gleam-,
ing- over the water, now hiding
its light,

Then could be heard the plain-
h\re French Canadlan boat-song.
“In one instance,” wrote Prof.
Silliman, “it arose from a soli-
tary voyager, floating in his
light canoe, which occasionally
appeared and disappeared on the
sparkling river; and in its in-
distinct course seemed no larger
than some sporting insedt. In an-
nther instance a ‘larger boaj,
with more numerous and less
melodious voices, not indeed in
perfect harmony, passed nearer
to the shore, and gave additional
life to the scene

‘A few momentis after the
moon broke dut from 3 throns
of dark clouds, and seemed to
convert the whole expanse ol
water. into one wvast shee! ol
glittering silver, and in the very ,
brightest spot, at the distance of
maore than a mile, again appear-
ed a solitary boat, but too dis-
tant to ‘admit of our hearing
the song, with which the boat-
man was pmbably solacing his
lonely course.” -

Even with the coming of
da_vhght. the scene on the river-
side, though no Jlonger so
poetic, was full of pictures of
life and action, well worthy of
an arlist's sketch-book, Sailing-
boats and steam-boats were to
be seen, struggling against St
Mary's Current. From the fer-
race he walched the carts be-
ing driven so far into the river
that_ the horses could scarce
keep their feet. There the wood
from the rafts could be easily
loaded., Other carts had been
driven  into the river, and
Wwater-casks were belng filled to
supply the city

Perhaps the most picturesque
scene was the French Canadian
women doing their washing on
the river-bank. As Prof. Silli-
man wrole: “Somelimes the
clothes are placed on boards in
the river, and pounded; and at
other times, the women dance
on them, dashing the water
about like ducks. and seemingly
at much for frolic as for work.”

Other glimpses of the French-
Canadian life had gone iato his
skertch-book, as when he wrole
of the habitants driving their
little rarts on the road belum‘n
St. Johns and Montreal: “Al-
most every moment we. met the
cheerful looking peasants, driv-
ing their little ca is (charettes),
drawn by horses of a diminu-
tive size. The men were gen-|
erally standing up in the body
of the cart, with their lighted
pipes in their mouths, and wore
ted or blue sashes and long
conical woollen caps of various
colours.”

Toe Prof. Silliman, Montrea]
looked like a town in continental

Europe. Though the lields of the |

island spread out behind it, the
city was crowded together, al-
most in mgdieval fashion, in a
stretch about two miles along
the waterfront, and did not ex-
lend backwards more than haif
a mile

The shadows of its narrow
streets, the heavy dignity of its
stons walls, and its

soires catching the w&mﬁ

sun gave the traveller the sense moval of the tomb. But the wail
that he had suddenly been car- was indented at that point, and
ried away from North America the resting-place of Simon Mc-
and 'set down on anolher contli- Tavish continues invioiate
nent : ! Prol. Silliman was convinced
On his arrival, he wrote: “It' that Mount Royal would offer
required no powerful effort of Montrealers 8 magnificent park-
the imagination to conceive that 14nd, if it were only properly
we were arrived in Europe. A' opened up. He made his sugges-
town, compactly bullt of stone, {on in these words: “Nothing
without wood or brick, indicat- . 4 40 render the mountain
ing permanency, and even a e lnce
degree of antiquity, presenting ©f Montreal a charming p
some handsome public and pri- for pedestrian excursions, and
vate buildings, an®active and ¢qr ryral parties, but a little ef-
numerous pobulation. saluting ' g,r1 and expense in cutting and
the ear with two languages, but- clearing windipg walks . . . 2
princi with the French ‘ lodge or resting place on the
every thing seems foreign. and  _ to. 0 Coonciructed so as 1o
we easily feel that we are a . ornamental. would also be a
desirable addition.”

great way from home.”

It the pity itself was interest- Perhaps 3 was Leis scientiz!
ing in its old-world massive- from Yale, with his sense of the
ness, the countryside about it homm. 1. who {irst saw the im-
was charming in its “delicate artance of makmg a park of 1h-

rww'aa And i®™was to be one

beauty.” The area between the
of Risatudents ajyYale, Frederick

city and the mountain was ideal

for “country seals,” for places Law Olmstead{ who. as land-
where genitlemen might farm scape architect, was to plan
wwith elegante, using their thase “windin* walks™ on Mount
wealth and tasile to improve Royal Park that Professor Silli-
even on the sbuadant gifls of man had recommended’ as early
natu-e. o as 1819. .

Prof. Silliman Mimsélf saw -
the remains of dne such venture
in gentlemanly elegance. He
climbed the hill which Mont-
realers, he noted, called *‘the
mountain.” High up on the slope
of the mountain he may well
have been surprised to come
upon. a beautiful eylinder of
lime-stone, standing on a ped- |
estal and rising to. a height of
about 35 feet. He read the in- |
scription. It marked the burial

lace of Simon McTavish, who

ad died 15 years before. And

below the_monufnent, Prof. Sil-
liman Youhd the mausoleum in
which McTavish's bones lay.

It must Wave been strange
fo come upon a lonely tomb
among the trees on the siope
of the mountain. To a man of
the professor's tlemperament,
it must have Jent a pncuc qual-
ity to death itself

As a further reminder of thr
vanity of human wishes, he
saw, a Jittle lower down “1:
slope “the mMmountain, the
crumbling rem .ins of the great
mansion McTavish had been
building at the timg of his un-
expected death. "It ¢s now fast
becoming a -ruin,” wrote Silli-
man, “although it is enclosed
and roofed in, and the windows
are built up with masonry. It
would have been a- superb
home, if finished according to
the original plan.”

The name of -Simon’ McTav-
ish, the commanding figure In
the old North West Company of
fur-trading days, is preserved in
Montreal, In -McTavish St
Though the.old ‘ruined mansion b
Prof. Silliman wvisi is now |
gone, and the tal) mooument '
with it Simon McTavish sticd
aleeps in his mausole on the
slope of the mountaln.

Long ago the execu
estate covered it with a great
mound of earth to protect il
from vandals. But the hidden .
mausoleum remains, in an ob-

corner just outside the
stone wall that marks the

rs of his-

, western limit of Ravenscrag. the

old home of Sir Hugh Allan |
(now the Allan Memorial In-
stitute), Indeed if this wall had. l
been bullt In & stralght

4 it mav have necessilated the 4
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YAN_ITY OF HUMAN WISHES: On the siope of Mount Royal, neor
[ nel f s i . v
the heod of .‘vﬂchu.;h Street, stood the ruins of the house thaot
imon McTovish, the fur trader, had heen hua!‘ng at the r.-vc rP
;u unexpected deoth in |RBO4. These uins were visited in :'-i‘;'} n”
rof. Benjomin . Sillimon of Yale, who also visited the !‘rﬁrh‘
mousoleum in. which McTovith hod been buried. The ruined hr e..:
: > eG Lv]
s long since gome, but the mouscleum, hidden by earth, still
remains. The story of Prof. Sillimon’s our of Montreal is ‘r‘| :
today’s ortitle. e i

]
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Nous sommes allés voir la demeure
de Simon McTavish par une belle
journee de printemps. Elle se trouve 2
l'actuel numéro 411 de la rue Saint-
Jean-Baptiste, une des plus anciennes
voles de Montréal, ouverte en 1684, dont
le nom n'a pas changé depuis.

| a fallu tout d'abord demander a
leux ou trois camionneurs de déplacer
leurs voitures, pour faire des photogra-
hies de l'extérieur, puis aller rencon-
rer des représentants des compagnies
auxquelles appartient la maison pour
obtenir l'autorisation de visiter I'inté-
rieur. Dans I'une tout se passa fort bien :
on nous donna pour guide un employé
de langue anglaise qui en connaissait
tous les coins et recoins et racontait
avec un evident plaisir leur petite

niswoire.

L
i
i
¥
;
1

L

Un “nen” ecatigorique

Dans l'autre compagnie, par contre,
* gerant, un M. Moorhed, nous a recus
tot mal. Dans un anglais qui écor-
cherait les oreilles d'un gentleman de
Londres ou de Manchester il déclara
que personne ne photographierait ses
entrepéts. C'était dirimant, tranché et
on ne peut plus définitif. Attitude d’au-
tant plus curieuse que dénuée de la
politesse la plus élémentaire et parfaite-
ment injustifiée en soi. La Compagnie
en question, Florasynth Laboratories,
‘upe, en effet, ni de contrebande,
ni de la fabrication de la bombe ato-
mique ct la publicité a fait depuis long-
temps tomber dans le domaine public
les secrets anodins de ses installations.

Photographie clandestine

plu

ne s o

Derriére mon dos quelqu'un murmura :
“Ce n'est pas ¢tonnant qu'on rencontre
tant de sépar:ztistes”, et la scéne avait
plus de piquant qu’il s'agissait

t de v:eilles pierres ayant appar-

‘efois 2 un millionnaire écossais.

h 1 us auraitil recus de la

on ? Je ne le crois pas, car en

cs lettres on a I'impression que

me hautain et despotique savait

et ne manquait pas de sens de

M"imee
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tout simplement sonner a la porte qui
sert a la livraison des marchandises ou
un employé trés content de nous rendre
service s'empressa méme d’enlever les
caisses qui génaient la visibilité.

Et voila comment fut photographiée,
a la sauvette et d’une facon presque
clandestine, I'étroite ruelle ancienne
qu’'on enferma entre deux maisons.
Dans son ensemble la maison de Simon
McTavish résiste victorieusement a
I'nsure des années et il serait possible
de la restaurer de méme que de redonner
un certain lustre a la facade qui garde
encore beaucoup de cachet. En tout cas
'importance de I'histoire de son pro-
priétaire justifierait certainement le
souci de mettre en valeur ce dernier
vestige de son' prestigieux passé.

Simple apprenti

Simon McTavish, originaire d’Ecosse
arriva a New-York en 1764, a I'age
de treize ans. Au début i eut I'existence
obscure et laborieuse d’'un apprenti, mais
a sa majorité il quitte son emploi pour
se consacrer au commerce des fourrures.
Il méne désormais une vie joyeuse a
Albany et écrit a son ami William Edgar
que les “vins sont bons en Amérique,
les huitres excellentes et les jeunes

I—
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des trés jolies”, ce qui n'empéche pas
il souffre du mal du pays et demande
istance dans ses lettres qui s’est
srement dans son village

i a I'intention de le faire et de

parlent les dames a I'heure du

vite 1l s’apercoit, cependant. que
Himerce des pelleteries est plus
eux au Canada et décide de

ir a Montréal. Tout d'abord Me-

* voyage et parcourt l'actuel terri-

c la Saskatchewan, observe,

ige et prépare les futures

Apagnes. Au cours de ses expéditions
qui exigen

Cig nombreux sacrifices sinon
un reel heroisme, il constate que les
Indiens preierent vendre les fourrures
dux francais qu'aux Anglais. Désormais
louie la politique du futur magnat sera
dasec sur ce fait anodin en apparence
qul aura une importance capitale dans
la lutte qu'il livrera a la toute puissante
Compagnie de la Baie d’'Hudson.

airement aux avis des contem-
Simon McTavish décide, en effel.
riser le monopole de la traite des
urrures au Canada. En 1784 il signe
acle de la fondation de la Compagnie
1 Nord-Ouest qu'il dirigera en maitre
absol ¢ soucier des autres action-
naires tel ue Joseph Frobisher ou
John Gregory. Il établit un circuit
commercial nouveau qui s'étendra du
Labrador jusqu’aux montagnes Rocheu-
ses el du 49e paralléle jusqu'a I'Arctique.
Toutes les expéditions partent de
Montréal et doivent y revenir car
McTavish veut que cette ville devienne
le centre le plus célébre du monde de
la traite des fourrures. 11 écrit au roi
d’Angleterre dans ce sens et fait tout
ce qui est en son pouvoir pour que les
pelleteries vendues aux Européens soient
hargées sur les bateaux 2 Montréal. La
Compagnie de la Baie d’Hudson est
opposée a cette politique et tandis que
les marchands de Londres commencent
2 manifester leur préférence 2 I'égard
de la Compagnie du Nord-Quest, on se
bat sur les routes. Les employés et les
officiers de la société rivale attaquent
ceux de McTavish qui ne se génent pas
pour riposter. Comme, en outre, la ma-
jorité de ses trappeurs se recrute parmi
des Francais qui ont le sang chaud et
le geste prompt, les bagarres sont san-
glantes et se terminent souvent trés mal
pour les deux cotés.
Sciemment, cependant, Simon McTavish
ignore ces incidents et refuse de discuter
avec les concurrents, trop autoritaire
pour céder la moindre parcelle du terri-
toire qu'il considére comme son fief
propre. Il est détesté et craint, mais
dans sa résidence de la rue Saint-Jean-
Baptiste se réunissent les personnalités
les plus importantes de la ville.

Cendrillon

Les jolies demoiselles essaient de
séduire ce célibataire endurei, mais il
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ble insensible

generalem

a leurs charmes et on

ent qull desire aller a

ndres pour y trouver une épouse de
aristocratique.

sont ceux, en effet, qui savent

1 la foule brillante quitte la

agnat de la fourrure on y

toute simplicité Charles

1 femme. Il n'y a nien de

re ces deux hommes, dont le

un riche Ecossais et le

un Canadien francais gai et

leste qui s'efforce, en tant qu'employé

Compagnie d’introduire des

nnaires dans les régions de

iniboia, ou il assure la direction dt

pousera pourtant sa fille, la jeune et
belle Marguerite Chaboillez.
presque l'histoire de Cendrillon
que ce mariage du millionnaire, agé de
quarante-trois ans, avec cette aimable
n'a ni dot, ni relations
et a laquelle il offrira la seigneurie de
Terrel nodeste cadeau de 25,000

L est

personn Q

want un certal

temps l'atmosphére

demeure de la rue Saint-Jean-
Baptiste change et devient plus accueil-
lante. On y donne encore de grandes

ae id

réceptions, mais désormais c'est une
ravissante maitresse de maison qui recoil
les invités en compagnie d'un mari
heureux dans lequel on ne reconnait
qu'a grande peine l'altier aulocrate.
L‘adversaire de taille

Mais McTavish continue a diriger ses
hommes avec une main de fer et certains
se révoltent. I1 les ignore ou les juge
séverement, selon leur rang et leur 1m-
portance, tout en les oubliant d'autant
plus aisément qu’il recrute sans diffi-
culté des employés de valeur parmi le
personnel de la Compagnie de la Baie
d’Hudson dont les affaires sont de moins

en moins bonnes. Un seul de ses colla-
borateurs parviendra a 'humilier profon-
dément : Alexandre Mackenzie.

Mackenzie oppose aux idées de Simon
McTavish sa propre vision des choses
gul a de nombreux partisans. Découvreur
de la nouvelle route vers 1'Ocan Paci-
ique il préconise 'union de la Compa-
gnie du Nord-Ouest avec celle de la Baie
d'Hudson, considérant que les fourrures
pourront alors étre expédiées de la Baie
d'Hudson, ou des abords du Pacifique,
au lieu d'élre transportées, & grands
frais, par canots, jusqu'a Montréal. Pour
McTavish l'idée d'une telle fusion est
impensable sans dire qu'il désire favo-
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. g ’ | S
Croissance de il

ontreal grace au
‘¢ des pelleteries.

ndre Mackenzie quitte la com-
L part a Londres ou il publie un
intitulé “Voyages a 1'Océan
arcique et 1'Océan Pacifique”
du ‘-.‘\.-:z.:-,r Européen qui ait
'Océan Glacial obtient un im-
ucces et son auteur est promu
titre que le roi Georges ne
5 a donner a McTavish pour
inction accordée a2 Macken-

> un affront personnel.

McTavish décide d’éton-

nporains et d'accroitre

L'u;“ii?di\'""‘.t, au debut

une demeure princiére au pied

Montagne. ]| n'aura plus le

hever, car il mourra au

la méme année et les travaux

seront ...’-fi:‘liti\'-;‘.mv“’ interrompus. Avec

isparition, d’ailleurs, toute son

va se U\."‘J,;.L €r avec une l".i"}l-

rprenante.

pagnie du Nord-Ouest se fusionne

: rivale, la Compagnie de la Baie

idson, et l'établissement des com-

munications entre 1'Atlantique et le

.((1..\”“' s'opére au détriment de

Moniréal qui cesse dés lors d'étre le

grand centre du commerce des pelle-
‘omme fL- voulait McTavish.

ntre au service de la Compagnie

i tandis que sa

la belle .‘.I‘.r‘;u:_-ri;e, se remarie

1 Anglais du Kent, William Plen-

h. La famille n’ose pas habiter le

chiateau au pied de la Montagne qu'on

dit hanté et la maison de la rue de Saint-

Jean-Baptiste change de mains.
Une mazison ¢

m

I'res vile elle commencera a avoir une
fort mauvaise réputation et un chroni-
queur ¢« 1% pogue_écrira: “Ce qu'elle

naison, je ne le dirais pas a
une h ,._.vtL femme.” Un an pm:, tard
les deux locataires qui I'occupent s’entre-
tuent a coups de rasoir et personne ne
veut plus Phabi iter jusqu'au jour ou le
Club Saint-Jean-Baptiste décide d'y tenir
ses réunions.

."
adls U
temmps de I'ac
LSS Uc al

cours de

- A; uadson

vi porte malheur

Celte société secréte fut fondée pour
empécher l'accomplissement de la Con-
{édération canadienne et pour préconiser
I'indépendance du Canada francais. Elle
avait des rites étranges semblables a
ceux de certaines loges maconniques et
acceptait sans distinction toutes sortes
de membres. Entre autres, des condam-
nés de droit commun, poursuivis par la
justice américaine, réussirent a s’y faire
admettre et la Société fut dissoute par
le juge Courson pour des raisons qui ne
relevaient pas uniquement de cons idéra-
tions pol Ia.aqLQ
On commence alors a raconter dans le
sinage que la demeure de McTavish
naudite et longtemps elle attendra
(i a'..";u, locataires; finalement on y
installe une usine. Lc bruit des machines
(_'11..55.1 les spectres, “mais nul n'osait s’en
approcher a la tombée de la nuit sans
faire le signe de la croix”, au témoignage
des contemporains.
Aujourd’hui des compagnies prospéres
occupent la maison de la rue Saint-Jean-
Bapliste et la trépidante vie moderne a
definitivement relégué dans l'ombre le
souvenir de la sombre et attachante
figure de Simon McTavish, un des pre-
miers qui ait eu la vision de la plus

grande ville francaise de ’Amérique du
Nord. ©
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SIMON McTAVISH HOUSE INVOLVED

The
ficant building in
Jean-Paul Parent
demolish for a
garage is the Simon
iIsh House at 425 St
Baptiste

According to old records,
Fur Merchant McTavish leas-
ed the dwelling in 1786 for a
period of seven years at the
annual rent of 130 pounds. He
was the first tenant in the
house which ‘was owned by a
Richard Dobie.

most hstorically signi
the block
wants o
pigeon-hole
McTav

Jean

Ramsay Tra-
urnal of the
al Institute

33, states
the

17895

*ath in 1804

left to his

1 it until the

y. Bunnett

all in 1885, a

now in the
Museum

In the early 1900s, National

Drug acquired -the building

for use as a factory and about

yainting

McCord

this time the top [loor was
removed and a brick storey
added

As it stand$ today the old
dwelling is considerably alter-
The
frent door disappeared in the
early 1930s and the hearths
and woodwork have been re-
moved.

Mr. Parent said he was will-
ing to co-operate with any
firm, preferably one dealing
in furs, in the restoration of

the old building.
e

ed both inside and out.

- THE GAZETTE, FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 1963
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Gatet's Photo Service)
The House of Simon McTavish at 425 St. Jean Baptiste St,

1663
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- home of Sin McTavi i | - 540 b ‘ : x

] Simon McTavish has taken quite a beat} i i i

g P atine since . " e o p p H 1od

19th cenliry. An ambitions restorer rl'unf-l rrr‘nnn-—lh:‘(!':r::;: lhidl" g II]"T right was 'nmul'r., in the The original house was built around 1633 by Janvier Lacroix. McTavish acquired it towards the end of
ners, put back the front door, and lix up l.hr windows for H1"|‘rl’“:"n.']'r;v “'thl i ""rllt'l; rluof shd the 18th century and spent a fortune ﬁf\i!l:‘it up for his new French-Canadian wife. McTavish, head of
) » R | _ starters, lere s a courtvard that goe = N st Cor : r "¢ o ontreal's first milli :
aity although the garden wall has disappeared. OF the interior, there i ciraally solbles Teris o '}, 5 :fl‘r .\;;;Ih?u! Il l‘ l_l.I';’!.lIl}. partner of La Verendeye and MeGill, and Montreal’s first millionaire, enter
sslc CRoea . ) s 1 all) 8 i just the ained lavishly in thi se. His neig 1e Siste ' k 1 :
basic structure and some ””(.n.,‘“il; vaults in the basement, ‘ Y in this Il:;‘lpfr.uril “:rx.;}_!hh'..n.\ :L; ?‘ll.r-‘hl;-!- of !!’rr :IIIII.'_'|-E'_'J]IIH'I}(Ir Notre Dame, used 1o dis-
ok ! v’ o i y [ 9 iea b, ra Ik frousn ill» i"'l:l"l'ﬂ\' 1]l f
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By ERIC McLEAN

FIIERE'S a lot of carping to be heard
A about Old Montreal these days, and
i b given an undue amount of Epace

and time in the press and on the air. '

At the smarter cocklail parties you will
hear pcople trying to justify their ti-
! midily about invesling in the quarter:
“The steam'’s gone out of the movement
down there,” they say. “It was just a
fad that was given a boost by Expo.
Those restaurants down there are hav-
ing; a hard lime to keep afloal. And have
you heard about all those people going
out of business? My dear! Bankruptcies
galore!"

Then, from another quarter, you
hear the annuval dirge of the Associa-
tion of Propriclors of Old Montreal, a
Rroup that seems to have been formed
primarily lo fight the preservation law
passed by Quebec five years ago. Ac-
cording to their spokesman, Lég Ber-
nier, president of the associalion, taxes
have risen unjustly; the city has 1g-
nored the need for a Melro exit on
Place d'Armes; and the law classifying
Oid Montreal as an “Historic Ensem-
ble” is unrealistic since many of the
old buildings west of St-Frangois-
Xavier streel are not all that old. Ac-
cording to Bernier, the value of real

estale has been depressed or greatiy- !

inhibited by the legislation, and the
proprietors, in consequence, deserve
some compensalion in the form of tax
relicl, or subsidies, or both,

The cocktail sages are farthest off
the mark. Eight years is rather a long
time for a fad, particularly when it
shows no sign of abating.

More move in

In the past year, more commercial
projects were launched, and more resi-
dents moved inlo the quarter than in
any other period since the movement
began in 1961,

It is true that Old Montreal was
given a boost during Expo. The records
of the tourist bureau show that it was
sccond only to Expo as a prime al-
traction of the city. But lourists don't
‘restore buildings, and the brisk busi-
ness enjoyed by restaurants and shops
during the centennial was offset by the
fact that the city was obliged to post-
pone 3 number of projects in the quar-
ler because the funds were needed
elsewhere

As for bankruptcies, I have heard of
only two, and these were almost pre-
dictable. The people involved jumped
into costly schemes without sufficient
funds and without any experience.,
They would have gone bankrupt on
Mountain sireet,

An experienced restaurateur does
nol move 1o a mew location without
being reasonably certain of making a
go of it. In 1960, there was one accept-
able restaurant in the area defined as
Old Montreal. Today il has the largest
conceniralion of restaurants in the met-
ropolitan area, with the exception of
the centre of the city — say, Guy lo
University. Not all of them are good.
Some of them are strong on atmos-
phere and weak on food. But they are
miles ahead of the beanery-and Coke .
counters thal serviced the area before |
the movement caught on. 5
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p RIC McLEAN, The Star's music
< crilic, iz a pioneer in the devel-
. opment of Old
/"‘:‘-‘_ N .ﬂ:om‘r-'ul.! Eight '
“W vears ago he
bought and moved
j} info the old Papi-
J neau house on Bon
Yo\ 1 { Secours street, be-
' coming the first
proprietor lo live
in his own house in
the quarter in
many years. ile is
also a member of
the Viger Com-
mission named by the cily o make
recommendations for the preserva.
tion and restoration of Old Montreal.
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Erle McLean

~ 1 is hard to know Thow many of fhe
members of the Association of Proprie-
lors agree with their president. Each
Year someone presents a motion that
the executive be re-elected. and it is
seconded and passed without so much
as a murmur. But | feel this is mainly
because the members themselves are
bewildered by the situation, and not
one of them is prepared to offer a

sensible alternalive to Bernier's leader-.

ship.

Most of the people who have in-
vesled large amounts of money in resto-
rations in the Bon Secours - Place
Jacques-Cartier area are members of
the association, but they do not endorse
Bernier's negative attitude. Of course
they would like to see some form of
tax relief, and they would agree with
the idea of a Metro exit on Place
d’Armes, but they don't feel that these
two causes are enough o justify the ex-
istence of such an association. In the|
five years since ils foundation, the!
APOM has not put forward a single |
posilive plan that would pool their|
‘resources in an efflort to improve the |
quarter.

It is as though Bernier et alles were |
sitting back with their arms folded,
saying to the cily: “YOU wanted an|
historic quarter. So YOU restore it."

Sometimes when I am walking down
Bon Secours street it is hard to re-|
jmember what the quarter was like'
when 1 first moved into the I'n;nnr‘:mi
house eipht years ago. The snicw.'llk|
was much narrower (by two feet, three
feet?) and was covered with asphalt, |
as was the sireet. There were two
street lamps between Notre Dame |
street and the church; both throwing a,
depressing blue glare over the run-
down buildings. My house belonged to
the Hatlon Fish Market next door.

And they had rented my ground
floor to a man who ran a-little restau-
rant that catered to the rubby-dubs of
the area (“Les rubbineux” as they
were known locally: both words are;
derived from rubbing alcohol). Before I
moved in, the three upper floors of the!
house had been leased t6 a man who!
rented rooms. He could accommodate|
40, and most of his clients also patron-|
ized the restaurant below. The two,
floors above the fish market were also,
operated as a rooming-house for
licts, emen, and people on
Lief. A
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1mors of failure

Beyond the fish market was a whole-

saler who deall in dried fruils and
nuts. Across the street from him was a
wholesale butcher, with another room-

ing-house in the upper floor. Retween !

this and the tumble down Calvet hiousg
on the corner was a shed occupied by
a barber, a real eccentric, who had a
way with animals.

Turning the corner on St. Paul, you
were confronted with the dying ruin of
the Bonsecours Market. The dome had
disappeared in a fire only 14 years
before, and the fagade was disfigured
by a-row of ugly sheds that ran the
length of the building, on both St. Paul

street and on Commissioners streets

below. Place Jacques Cartier was little
more than a parking lot, used mainly
by the longshoremen and by the clients
for the seedy night clubs that lined the
square.

Depressing

The part of the quarter that lay

west of St. Laurent was, if anything,

even more depressing. The area had
suffered badly from the big Dorchester
street development which siphoned off
more and more of the businesses in the
old city. As buildings became deserted,
proprietors were pulling them down to
save on laxes or to create parking lots.
The area from St, Francois-Xavier to
St. Nicholas, below Notre Dame. was
beginning to look like Berlin at the end
of World War 1. In the midst of that
desolation stood the one example of
restoration in the old quarter: the Rob-
ert Reford Company, steamship agents,

who had fixed up the old Lotbiniére ~

house on St. Sacrement street, and oc-
cupied it as their office.

Sirictly speaking, it was adaptation
rather than restoration, but they had re-
spected the basic structure of the
house, and recognized its validily in a
modern city. The man responsible for
this admirable project was the presi-
dent, Eric Reford, whose faith in the
quarter has always been strong, and
who has since acquired other proper-
ties along St. Sacrement, St. Frangois-
Xavier, and Hospital street, to be
spruced up and adapted for modern

| occupancy,

Remember that in those days the

quarler was not known as Old Mont-

real. If they referred to it at all, peo-
ple used to call it the dock district, or
the harbor area, and it was regarded
as being dirty, dangerous, and rat-in-
fested. Except for “dirty,” it did not
deserve these charges. It is true that
after five in the evening it was totally
deserted, except in my area with its
rooming-houses. And, as for the rats, I
think most of them were concentrated
in my house, and I was quick to call in
the controllers.

Checking with ‘the city's sanitation
department you will find that the

area’s rat-control record has been a °

very good one, even in those days: a
record far higher than that of West-
mount, for instance. Rats always go for
the classier garbage, and they found
pretty poor pickings in the old quarter.
Besides, the numerous wholesale food
merchanis could not afford to have a
rat problem, and their anti-vermin pro-

grams were carefully followed.
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Consider the record of the short
eight years following this descriplion of
the old quarter
cily nominaled the Viger Commission,
an advisory body reporting to the Cily
Planning i‘lcp.'u.lrln-nl The members
were people who had been active in
restoration elsewhere in the province,
or who had shown a real interest in
the history of the province and the
cily. They have served voluntarily,
mecling each month lo consider the
problems of the quarter. To give them
the eredit that they are usually denied
by their imposed anonymity, here are
a few of the things they recommended
during their first vear of existence:

They opposed the cily’s plan to build
an elevaled expressway along Commis-
sioncrs street (that would have been
the death blow to the quarter); they
recommended the restoration of the
Bonsecours Market building; they re-
commended the passage of a bylaw pre-
venling the creation of any new park-
ing lots, garages, or car-washes in the
arca; they recommended a modifica-
tion of the city's charter that would
create a protecled area, including
everything that had been within the
old city walls (this was later amended
by the city to exclude Craig street, St.
James streel, and the northern side of
Notre Dame). Within this area, any-
thing that was demolished, constructed,
or modihed, must first have the ap-
proval of the Viger Commission and
the Commission of Historic Monuments
in Quebec,

Hecommendation

In the following year; and in every
year since, the Viger Commission has
urged the cily to form a bureau which
would concern itsell exclusively with
the old quarter, and which would have
on its stafl of professionals a fulltime
archilect, an archivist, and an expert
on real estate. It would serve not only
as an information centre for prospec-
tive buyars, bul would also act as an
advisory service for proprietors

The tourist who walks around Old
Montreal these days would find it dufi-
cull to understand the attitude of Mont-
realers eight years ago. Since that
lime, some 20 buildings including most
of Bonsecours sireet, been re-
stored through private initiative at a

have

cosl of more than $9,000.000. The cily .,

itsell has spenl some $3.000.000 on the
Bonsecours Market restoration, and an-
olher million on the paving blocks,
slone sidewalks, street furniture, and
landscaping of Bonsecours streel, part
of St. Paul street, Place Jacques Car-
tier and Place Vauguelin. One official
told me privately that the city is now
commilted 10 an annual budget for the
old quarter of about $2,000,000.

All this is concentrated in the east-
mpano{OidMLreaLandtogive

_anuherhmmocﬁvny,ﬂn_nmm}. trations) - = '

Within a year, the.

ect on the city's books Is the renova-
tion of Youville square, an imaginative
and far-sighted plan that should do a
great deal to establish a balance of
Interest in the quarter,

I am nol trying to play Pollyanna to

Mr. Bernier's Cassandra. There are
many problems that must be solved,
and’ the weslern sector, from Youville
square north to Notre Dame, is one of
them. Not all these grand nineteenth
century buildings lend themselves to
conversion for dwellings or boutiques.

It seems to me that one of the high-
est priorilies should be the public bu-
reau. It should occupy an easily identi-
fied building in the quarter, and any-
one should be able lo go in and ask
whal there is that he can buy (the
existing real eslate offices are com-
pletely at sea.) It should also be possi-
ble to ask for advice about restoration
or modification of buildings.

We don't even know whal we have
in Old Montreal.

Montreal financed a carefi# study of
the area, and a sensible master plan
was drawn up, including a large num-
ber of projects, some of which would
be financed by the cily, others which
would be encouraged by the: govern-
ment.

But the cily has stubbornly refused
to publish this plan on the grounds that
it is only “un instrument de travail —
a working guide — for the Cily Plan-
ning Department, and not a project

- wilh official status,

This is welching, of course. The
principles expresSed in this master
plan have already been endorsed by
Cily Hall, even though the details may
undergo a number of changes with the
years.

Some statement of these principles,
and an oulline of some of the more
immediate projects should be made
public. It would have the effect not
only of reassuring those who have al-
ready invested heavily in the quarter,
but of encouraging new investment in
the arca

Because there is no public informa-
tion service for Old Montreal, the peo-
ple who are interested in moving into
the area consult those who are already
there. I mysell receive on an average
four or five calls a week, mostly from
people looking for living quarters.

There is little I can tell
usually recommend that they walk
around the area, and look carefully at
the buildings that are for rent or for
sale. Bul this isn't much help because
there are a number of buildings that
are available but which are advertised
only through the established real estate
lists. Besides, an incredible number of
fine early buildings have been so muti-
laled that they are hardly recogniza-
ble: sloping roofs removed, windows
widened, extra

them. I

I also suggest that they try lo get a
long lease — say, 10 years — at a
reasonable rent, and dress the place up
for themselves, Such an investment can
be amortlized over the period of the

= Jease. There are more than a hundred

people in the area who are already
working on this scheme.

But I think the mosl important ad-
vice is that they should go into restora-
tion because they like the house or
building, and because they want to live
or work in the area: NOT because they
want to make money, which they might
do, with luck >

The city has an admirable record, it
seems to me, in the steps that have
been taken to encourage a revival of
Old Montreal. But if this quarter is to -
become a vital and attractive part of
the community it will be largely

through the initiative and interest of
individuals, and not through govern-
ment inlervention in the form of hand-
ouls, or municipal development -
schemes. That, at least, has been the .
case in the more successful area resto«
rations around the world.

h
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This building on Notre Dame street, just east of City Hall, was the
bhome of the descendants of Hyacinthe de Beaujen, the lHero of Mon-
ongnllt‘lu. whose troops ('.l[lturrll George Washington and sold him
back to the British for a handsome fee — an incident that isn’t given

much space in American history books.

e St s B

The de Beaujeu house had a sloping roof with chimneys and a hizh

fire-break as shown in this 19th eentury drawing. The modernizers

even removed the little elassical porch and plugged wp the doorway

with glass brick. The present proprictors seem happy, but this is
obviously a rr-:lul-;iinn project for the luture.
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+ home of Ziggon McTavish has taken quite a beating since the drawing on the rizht was made, in the
19th century. An amDitious restorer could remove the brick addition, rebnild the earlier roof and
ners, put back the front door, and fix up the windows — for starters. There's a courtyard that goes

h ity although the garden wall has disappeared. OF the interior, there is virtually nothing left; just the
basic structure and some interesting vaults in the basement.

THE MONTREAL STAR, SATURDAY, MAY 31, 1%3
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The priginal house was built around 1635 by Janvier Lacroix. Me T.]\l-'l aequired it towards the end of
the 18th century and spent a fortune fixing it up for his new French-Canadian wife. McTavish, head of
the Northwest Company, partner of La Verendreye and MeGill, and \[-mfn al’s first millionaire, enler-
tained lavishly in this house. His neighbors, the Sisters of the Conzrezation of Notre Dame, used to dis-
approve of the ]u‘;l\.\ traffic lhri.n!-__!l !’Hs prorie-coc here.
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Of Many Things-. ..

McTavish House

John Collins today has sketched the old house
of Simon McTavish on the east side of St. Jean
lapliste Streel, the little street that runs between
Notre Dame and St. Paul, a short distance to the
east of Place d'Armes

The old house is not now what once it was. It
is today little more than a warehouse. The sloping
roof, and the four dormer windows of the top
floor of the original structure are gone, replaced
by a top floor in brick. But the building is of such
rare historical interest thal it deserves restora-
Lion; for few houses in Montreal have associations
with a characler so vivid, picturesque or
important as Simon McTavish.

Simon McTavish was the richest man in
Montreal in his day. A native of Inverness-shire
in Scotland, be emigrated to America, where he
soon entered the fur trade, establishing his
headquarters in Montreal about 1775.

It was a lime when competition was fierce.
The Hudson's Bay Company held sway over the
great northern region, while the traders in
Montreal were all doing their best to claim some
business as their own, competing not oply with
the Hudson's Bay Company, but with one another.

x
1

1779 McTavish led the movement to
consolidate the traders m Montreal into a
company of their own — a company whose pooled
resources might rival that of the Hudson's Bay
“ompany itsell. In 1784, after a preliminary
association, the North West Company was
formed, with McTavish at its head.

Simon McTavish lived well in winter in his
house in town — the old house still standing on St.
Jean Baptiste Street. It was not only that his
position as the head of the North West Company
gave him the means of living well on the
proceeds of the fur trade; il was also that his
disposition favored good living.

He always seemed to have made the most of
this world’s pleasures. The letters of his bachelor
days (and he was a bachelor till 43) abound with
references to the joys of dinners and dances and
“scandal”. He was partial to “good Wine, good
Oysters, & pretty Girls,” and writes on one
occasion that he is “always like a fish out of
waler when not in Love.”

McTavish married in 1793. His bride was
Marguerite Chaboillez, whose brother, Charles,
laler became a partner in the North West
Company. The Chaboillez family was noted for
the beauty of its women, and Marguerite seems
to have been no exception. Simon McTavish and
his wife set up their household in this old building
on St Jean Bapliste street, and here, presum-
ably, were born their four children — William,
Mary, Ann and Simon, jr.

In those days a house on St. Baptiste Street
was wonderfully convenient. The city’s northern
limit was still the river along Craig Street,
crossed by several wooden bridges, leading out 1o
the open country which separated the city from
the Mountain.

Simon McTavish could easily walk from his

by Edgar Andrew 'Collard

house on St Bapliste Street lo attend the
wintertime dinner meetings of the Beaver Club at
the Montreal Hotel on Place d'Armes (where the
new building of La Banque Canadienne Nationale
slands today). and he could easily have been
assisted home when the long meetings were over.

Even in summer, the house on St. Jean
Baptiste Street must have had its attractions. It
was nol hemmed in. Across the street were the
grounds of the Congregation de Notre Dame, lo
the north, and those of the Hotel Dieu, to the
south.

But, like the other wealthy fur traders in
Montreal such as James McGill and Joseph
Frobisher, Simon McTavish had two houses: a
town house and country house. His country estate
lay on the slope of Mount Royal. It would today
be marked by Peel Street lo the west, and a short
distance beyond McTavish Street, to the east

McTavish was /building a mansion — like a
French chateau — on his country estate, just
below the present line of Pine Avenue. The
building was far advanced; the roof was in place
and work was about lo begin on the interior,

=
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But McTavish, while superintending the

construction of this mansion in the country, fell |

ill. He died on July 6, 1804. at the age ot 54. His
great country house was never finished. It stood,
a4 massive ruin, known for more than half a
century as “McTavish's Haunted House.”

In his will McTavish left to his widow his
house on Si. Jean Bapliste Street, together with
an annuily of £1,200—a splendid income for those
times. He did not forget the religious commun-
ities thal had been his neighbors on the other side
of St. Jean Baptiste Street. He left a £1,000 to the
Congregation de Notre Dame and £1,000 to the
sisters of the Hotel Dieu, “being convinced that
the said communities are of great public benefit
and deserving altention.” His country estate was*
left to his oldest child, William, “and to his heirs
male forever,” but until William attained his
majority, the country estale was to be held in
trust for him by the executors.

The GAZETTE, Montreal, Sot., June 28, 1969
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Auclion sales

How well Simon McTavish, the rich head of
the North West Company, had lived from the
proceeds of fur trade is seen in the
advertisemenl for the auction sale when Lhe
contents of his house on St. Jean Baptiste Street
— the old house that still stands — were being
put up for sale

This advertisement comes as a reminder that
life in Canada in the pioneer days was not all
rough and rugged. At the same time that the
seitiers on the frontier were living a life of
desperate hardship, the rich merchants in the
cilies were living lives of luxury. The fur traders
of Montreal were not suffering the disadvantages
of colonial life. They could afford the best and
they meant to have it, even if they had to send lo
England for it

This auction sale of Simon M Tavish's effects
in 1805 is a catalogue of a very comfortable house
indeed. And it ends with a list of his sleighs and
carriages. The Phaeton would be a light four-
wheeled open Carnage; the gig, alight two-
wheeled carriage. The carioles were small, low
sleighs, carrying one or two passengers besides
the driver; they are very swift, light and easy lo
manoeuvre. The “chair” was probably not a
sedan chair but a literal translation of the French
word for a carriage — (he “chaise.”

Here (with the original curiosities of spelling)
is the advertisement for (he conlents of the Me-
Tavish town house on Si Jean Bapliste Street:

the

“BY AUCTION"

“Will be Sold by the Suscriber, on Wednesday
next, 29th inst. at 10 o'clock in the forenoon at the
bouse of Mrs. McTavish, going to England, all her
most valuable furniture — consisting of

FEATHER BEDS, mallresses, mahogany bed
Steads, chests of drawers, desks, a new piano
forte, large dining tables, chairs, & c. setls of the
most fashionable china, knives and forks in cases,
a quantity of silver mugs, spoons, forks, servers,
&c. &c. sophas, sconces, looking glasses, carpets,
old Madeira, claret, Port, Burgundy, and other
wines of the first qualities, in bottles: an elegant
new Phaeton, carioles, 8ig and chair, several
covered carioles, an excellent horse for a chair:
&c. double and single sloves, with a great
number of other articles.

“ALEXANDER HENRY™

after McTavish's death, his widow
married again. Her second husband was Lieut -
Colonel William Plenderleath, an officer in the
British Army, They went to live in England.
Probably none of McTavish's four children ever
saw the house on St. Jean Baptiste Street again.

Though the house was built right against the
sidewalk, after the fashion of the time, it had
4 courl yard entered by carriage or sleigh
through the arched galeway, still to be seen. In
this court and garden the children of Simon
McTavish must have played.

NoK imn

Things. ..

by Edgar Andrew Collard
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The ill fortune that had fallen upon Simon
McTavish himself, when he died at 3 in the
midst of building his house in the country,
seemed lo pursue his children They died one
after the other, while still in their youth.

In 1824 an advertisement appears for the sale
of the McTavish house on St. Jean Baptiste
Street. This old advertisement reads-

“SALE OF VALUABLE REAL ESTATE
IN THIS CITY"

At Clamp’s Coffee House on SATURDAY Evening
the 4th December next will be Sold, positively
without reserve, THAT dwelling House the
residence of the late Simon MeTavish, Esq. No. 2,
SL Jean Baptiste Street, at present occupied by
Mrs. Babuty,—It is pleasantly situated, having in
front the Nuns' Garden, and it is built in the
English taste, with commodious out Houses, &c.

“"HENRY and BETHUNE Auctioneers”

The phrase “built in the English taste” does
nol mean that it was built by McTavish himself
The house is actually a very old one, going back
lo the French regime

It is not easy, in going down St. Jean Baptiste
Street today, to picture the altered building as it
was in McTavish's day, when it looked out over
the Nuns’ Garden, But within those old walls,
McTavish, as the richest man in the city, lived
his luxurious life. For as a visitor to Montreal at
that time remarked, in noting the affluence of the
fur traders: “‘People here are fond of good living'
and take care to want no luxury.”

The GAZETTE, Montreal, Sat., June 28, 1969'

Archives de la Ville de Montréal




&

Of Man

y Things...

by Edgar Andrew Collard

of birch-bark vessels used in maple-sugar mak-
ing. He crawled under them.

The Indians broke into the garret, They had
tomahawks in their hands, blood was over their
bodies. The garret was dark: Henry was dressed -
in dark clothes; the Indians, in their very excite-
ment were, in a way, careless. “In a word,” said
Henry, “after taking several turns in the room,
during which they told . . . how many they had
killed, and how many scalps they had taken,

' they returned down stairs .

Narrow escape

No Montrealer had more adventurous experi-
ences in ihe Indian country than Alexander
Henry, whose name appears as the auctioneer in
charge of selling the contents of Simon McTav-
ish’s house on St. Jean Bapliste Street in 1805,
and who (with his partner) sold the house itsell
in 1824

Alexander Henry had adventures enough as a

' fur trader, but the most hair-raising of them all

was at Fort Michilimackinac in 1763. There he
had hidden in a garret while the Ojibway Indians
searched for him

"l could scarcely breathe.,” he would say, in
telling his story; “but I thought that the throb-
bing of my heart occasioned a noise loud enough
to betray me. The Indians walked in every direc-
ton aboul the garrel, and one of them
approached me so closely that at a particular
moment, had he put forth his hand, he must have
touched me. Siill. I remained undiscovered "
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when he\wenl lo Fort Michilimackinac as a
trader. Hé did not suspect that the Ojibways,
iriendly (o the British, were about to turn their
suppori 1o the French. Under the leadership of
Pontiac, thev had secretly joined a vast con-
Spiracy to drive the British out of the whole area
from Lake Superior to the Mississippi.

On June 2, 1763 the Ojibways invited the °
otficers of the garrison to come outside the fort
0 walch a game called “bag, gat, iway"” — a
form of lacrosse. Many of the officers. and
traders, came oul. suspecting nothing, and hop-
mg for a change from the routines of a frontier
|m~.1

.-"ul-l'_'.\.'x-'l Henry had been a young man of 23

Alexander Henry did not RO lo see the match.
\ canoe was being prepared to lake him to
Monlreal the next day, and he was spending his
lime in writing letters to his friends. Suddenly,
he was startled by an Indian war cry, and “a
noise of general confusion.™

He hurried to the window. Through the gate
of the fort. which had been lefl wide open, the
Indians were stresming in. The people of the
fort were being murdered before his eyes. The
dead were mangled and scalped. The dying were
writhing and shrieking

Henry just had time enough to hide in a gar-
rel. The Ojibways killed everyone in the court-
yard, and began 1o searchf the houses. He heard
themonﬂnmlnmmmerhenwlhup

At sunrise they were back again. This time
Alexander Henry felt that hiding would be use-
less. He stood in full view as the Indians came
into the garret- One of them, named Wenniway,
he recognized. He was more than six feet tall, |
Charcoal and grease covered his entire body,
with only a white spot, about two inches, encirc-
ling either eye.

Alexander Henry described what happened
next: “This. man, walking up to me, seized me,
with one hand by the collar of the coat, while,
in the other hand he held a large carving-knife,
as if to plunge it into my breast; his eyes,
meanwhile, were fixed steadfastly on mine.

"“At length, after some seconds. of the most
anxious suspense, he dropped his arm, saying,
‘I won't kill you!" — To this he added, that he
had been irequently engaged in wars against the
English, and had brought away many scalps; '
that, on a certain occasion, he.had lost a brother,
whose name was Musinigon, and that | should
be called aiter him. |

“A reprieve, upon any lerms, placed me
among the living, and gave me the sustaining |
voice of hope -

It did nol prove easy for Winniway to grant
the Englishman this sancluary of brotherhood.
They had no sooner come down into the court-
yard than another Indian was ready fo kill him-

“Wenniway desired the Indian to desist; but
the latter pursued me round him, making several
strokes_al me with his knife, and foaming at the
mouth, with rage at the repeated failure of his
purpose.” .

But Alexander Henry’s life was saved After
Mmany anxieties and adventures, he reached Fort
Nlagaca. where he was received with kindness
by the commander, Sir William Johnson :

i fv‘d—

ot

Despite his rugged life. Alexander Henry was
lo be seen walking the streets of Montreal, a
vigorous old man, who defied the weight of his
years. And old account of him written in 1824,
the year of his death, says that “at last he sunk
under no specific disease, byt from a general
decay of nature, in the 85th year of his age.”

And the old account adds: “He seemed by
nature in every way formed for the arduous
duties of the life he had led.”

Alexander Henry was in fact almost 85 years
of age when he was auctioning Simon McTavish's
old house on St. Jean Baptiste Street. This must
have been one of the last business transactions
of his life. Simon McTavish, though a far younger
mm.hodalrudybminhjswmblormyem.

The GAZETTE, Montreal, Sot., June 28, 1969
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Historic site

becomes car park

BUILDING miore than 130 years old” once the head-

quarters of the British army in the heart of Oid
Montreal. has been quictly demolished by us pro-
prictors. Until a few weeks ago it stood on St Jean
Baptiste Street. just south of Notre Dame. as it had
since 1818. When | walked by the other day it was
gone. In its place was a broad strip of asphalt and a
couple of billboards bearing one word — PARKING.

In my innocence. 1 had thought that buildings of his-
toric interest. though they might be knocked down
with abandon in other parts of the city. were adequate-
Iv protected by law in Old Montreal. 1 also thought that
the addition of new private parking lols was strictly
torbidden there

Theoretically. I was right. There are laws about dem-
olition. construction and land use in Old Montreal
But in practice the laws are being ignored and evaded
and the Jacques Viger Commission. the city-appointed
body that Is suppused lo supervise all development in
that valued part of the city, is the first to admit it

“We need laws with sharper teeth,” says Superior

Court Judge Kenneth Mackay, a member of the com-
mission. “We can take an offender to municipal court,
and if he’s convicted he might get a small fine. but
that’s about all we can do.
Mackay is particularly upsel aboul the $t. Jean Bap-
liste Street demolition, and has written to the com-
mission demanding that all possible procedures be
taken against the owner, whom he identifies as Mon
treal businessman Heinrich Brummer

Mackay says Brummer and associales own a large
picce of the biock on Notre Dame street and the
eastern ~ide of St. Jean Bapliste. down 1o and including
the Simon McTavish House. McTavish, a Scottish fur
trader and bon vivant in the late 18th and carly 19th
centuries. 1= often given the
millionaire

Brummer apparently has guite attractive plans lor a
restaurant and gardens on his property, which the

title of Montreal's first

Viger Commission approved. But Mackay says the
Commission did not approve demolition of the former
army headquarters building. It was to have been preserved
while another building of no special value between it and the
McTavish House could be demolished.

“But he went ahead and demolished the whole
works,” says Mackay. “The trouble is, what can we do
about it now?” 4

Spokesmen at the Viger Commission evho his senti
ments ;

“We dont have much power.” said an inlormation
officer. “We Iry to be in contact with proprietors and
get them to conform to the regulations. but we don’t
always get co-operation. We can go to court but that's
a long and complicated procedure, and of course it
doesnt bring back the demolished buildings

The 20-member commission reports 1o the city's ex
ecutive committce through the planning department. lts
approval, as well as that of the city permits division,
must be obtained for all applications for demolition or
construction in Old Montreal. The arca is also a
specially designated historic district, under the city
charter. which is a provincial law. The cultural affairs
department however, which has much wider powers of
preservation and protection. has not given blanket pro-
tection to Old Montreal. It has designated certain build-
ings for preservation, but any building not so designat-
ed has no more protection than the present city laws
afford

The city or the province, or both, will have to take
much stronger action if Old Montreal is to retain its
delightful flavor and its special role as the city's
memory. According to the Viger Commission, the situa-
tion is getting worse, nol better. In the past year, said
the spokesman, the commission has become aware ol
several demolitions that were carried out with no
demolition permit of any kind. Before that, as Old
Montreal was being transformed inlo the pleasing,
vibrant quarter we now know, there had been more co-
operation from pirvale properly owners.

“This is very difficult for us,” said the spokesman
“We Iry to reason with proprictors, try to settle things
amicably, but there is not much we can do. Maybe
what we need is a citizens group o start making some
noise aboul this.” - 3

Archives de la Vilie de'MontréaI
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Hassle goes on
over demolition

L.-'\F\.I' WEEK | wrote aboul the unauthorized demoli-
tion of the 150-year-old building that was once
headquarters for the British army in Oid Montreal
That's true cenough. 1 said the land had been converted
to a parking lot, which is also true, as anyone who
walks down SL. Jean Baptiste Street can sce

Then [ reported that the owner of the property is
Heinrich Brummer and that. 1 have since leamned. is
not true. Brummer, a Montreal construction engineer
and architect, has informed me that he sold the proper-
ty in the spring of 1973, and had nothing to do with the
demolition of the headquarters building. The purchaser
and present owner i1s Joe's Steak House (Old Montreal)
Lid, which operates a restaurant on Notre Dame
Street between St. Jean Baptiste and St. Gabrie

Lilly Pollack. owner of the company, and widow of
the man who started Joe's Steak House on Metcalfe
treet, acknowledged to me that her firm had carried
out demoli of the headquarters building just before
last Christ for reasons of public safety. She said
i in a state of near collapse when she

at it was being used by transients who

ton. which
supervises development in Old Montrcal. did not issue
any demolition permit *but we thought it had to come
down because of hazard and the danger.,” she
said. “l leel we have done the right thing in removing
a danger to people ' .
The cultural affairs department, she says, has ap-
proved a plaque to be posted at the site, indicating the
history of the t 1 that once stood there. The lots
have been paved and are ir * for parking. though the
w private parkinz lots in Old Montreal is
to be severely s ed and in most cases
forbidden. Lilly Pollack says she has been asked by the
city to put some s s around the site
“l want to make Old Montreal beautiful.” she says,
‘and you will see my new place will be beautiful when
it is open.” The steak house is proceeding with ox-
pansion, having acquired another building fronting on
St. Gabriel
Brummer says he submitted plans to the Viger
Commission which would have preserved the head-
quarters building and the Simon McTavish House, while
allowing demolition of a decrepit building between
them. His plans included a restaurant. museum,
gardens and cnema. He says the Viger Commussion
and the cultural alfairs department approved the plans,
but didnt come up with the subsidies he expecled. So
he sold the property in question. cxcept for the
McTavish House, where he says he plans a muscum if
the povernment will co-operate in the linancing
The main point of this whole involved story is not
really who owns what and who demolished what. The
main poiit is that what happened on St. Jean Bapliste
Street is happening clsewhere in Old Montreal, by the
Viger Comumission's own admussion. In one of the most
valued parts of the city, laws governing demolition,
construction and land use are being ignored and
evaded. The penalties for infractions are ludicrously
light. and preventive measures ludicrously inadequate.
These arc matters the city and provimcial governments
could casily do something about. They have the
authority. It scems they just dont have the willb—-

THE MONTREAL STAR, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, i,
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EUX cas de mise en va
D leur des murs anciens de

I'arrondissement histoti-
que de Montreal soulignent
toute la difficulté de réconci-
lier deux projets dans le
méme quartier, I'un urbain,
I'autre patrimonial
" Le premier a pour objet la
viabilisation d’un quartier deé-
serté. le second a pour objet
son caractére historique né-
gligé. L'un et I'autre s’inscri-
venl dans le mme de la
Ville de Montréal et du minis-
tére des Affaires culturelles
sur la mise en valeur du
Vieux-Montréal et du patri-
moine montréalais Selon que
fes autorités et les entrepre-
neurs insistent sur l'un ou
I'autre projet, les compromis
varient avec des résultats iné-

gaux

En 1981, la Ville de Mon-
tréal a accordé aux Restau-
rants unis d’Ameérique une
subvention de 15,7008 pour la
«restauration et le recyclage»
d’'un bitiment situé 411425,
rue Saint-Jean-Baptiste. 11 5'a-
git de la maison Simon McTa-
vish. marchand d’origine égos-
saise qui fit fortune dans le
commerce des fourrures. en-
tre 1775 et 1804. A I'origine,
cette maison, croit-on, avait
été construite vers 1635 par
Janvier Lacroix. On peut en-
Core apercevoir ses murs en
pierre et le tracé d'un toit
mansard sous un étage a toit
plat recouvert de stuc

«Il eut été souhaitable que

Les siecles superposés

sa restauration inté soit
encore ible de nos jours,
mais te nl'est plus hm_cls de-
puis que l'intérieur ?m-
plétement depomlle:r an-

ietai toutes
ses boiseries, marteaux de

dées originelles. rendant ains!
I'entreprise de reconstitution
inabordable», dit-on dans un
dpmmenlt‘du Service d'urba-
nisme « uérant a plutt
le seul - bﬁl ce-
ui d’ameénager le biti existant
en exprimant le mieux possi-
ble le caractére particulier des
maconneries provenant de la
malsgnm{ McTalvish tout en ti-
rant it de I'espace disponi-
ble a I'étage. tel qu'il est déja
transforme «

Le resultat ne it guére
heureux_ Il laisse !'impression
d’une absence totale d'imagi-
nation et d’effort dans le hut
de restituer, ne serait-ce qu'en
partie. la volumeétrie 8"un ba-
timent. Avec un tel exemple a
I'égard d’un batiment dont la
signification historique ne fai-
sait aucun doute. quel parti

*»
P “
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sur e aote est de 1a
Jean-Baptiste?

‘A langle des rues Baint-
Amable et Saint-Vincert, un
autre gas pose lg méme pro-
bléme. 11 s'agit de 'entrepot
de la Canada €érigé sur
les ows d'sne maison en

erre faisant front sur la rue
Minl-@r}nble La V:I"edof:

ontreal se propose de o
ner son accord a un projet de
recyclage en habitation sans
méme qu'il ne soit tenté de ré-
habiliter la maison ancienne
en son caractére historique,
ne serail-ce que pour accen-
tuer le caractére particulier de
la rue Saint-Amable. L 'his-
toire de cette maison de pierre
n'est pas encore bien connue,

mais on sgit ndant qu'elle
etait ld en I&?elwsque&nis-
Benjamin Viger en est le pro-
priétaire

ﬁl:am le VmMonuél::, le=
les se superposent uns
sur les autres. L arrondisse-
ment et en quelque sor'e une
vifle francaise, en partie ara-

see, sur laquelle s'est cons
truite une ville anglaise, au
XIXe siecle, au moment ou
Montréal, ville portuaire, se
transformait en capitale des
affaires et de la finance. De
quartier residentiel et com-
mercial qu'il était, le Vieux-
Montréal devenait un quartier
portuaire dans lequel les fonc-
tions d'entreprosage des mar-
chandises occupaient tout I'es-

disponible., dans et sur

vieux murs.

Les promeneurs peuvent s'i-
maginer facilement ['évolu-
tion du Vieux-Montréal en li-
sant dans les murs denudés
par les nombreuses demoli-
tions. Un mur pignon en

ierre sert de base a un mur de
ique construit par-dessus
En front de la rue, on a pla-
cardé une nouvelle facade au
goit de I'époque

C'est une chose que de recy-
cler un entrepot construit
d'un seul tenant au siécle der-
nier comme on peut le voir
rue Le Royer ou rue Saint-
Pierre. C'est une autre affaire
que de mettre en valeur un
immeuble qui n'est. histori-
quement, que la somme de

lusieurs batiments d'age dif-
érent

Le projet urbain. pour ne
ﬂns mettre en peril la rentabi-

té d'une entreprise, nous
conduit & des résultats aussi
peu heureux que ceux obtenus
a la maison McTavish, rue
Saint-Jean-Baptiste. Le projet
patrimonial conduit, lui, a la
reconstitution du volume de la
Maison ancienne sur ses murs
actuels en faisant disparaitre
les additions survenues de
puis. Ne pourrait-on . penser
que, par une effort d'imagina
tion, on parviendrait a respec-
ter le caractére historique du
quartier, particulitrement im
portant dans ce secteur, et la
vie nouvelle a laquelle il as
pire. precisement et juste
ment a cause de son histoire”

L'effort d'imagination re
clamee ict serait plus facile &
faire s1 le ministere des Affai
res culturelles et la wille de
Montreal avaient adopté des
principes de base dans leurs
interventions sur le bati an
cien dont I'une des caracteris
tiques les plus originales tient
dans ses siecles superposes

Le Devoir, lundi 14 juin 1982

Archives de la Ville de Montréal



Gazette. Gorgon Beck

Fur trader and nuns were uneasy neighbors

Simon McTavish was already a wealthy
man when he built a house on St. Jean-Bap-
tiste St. in Old Montreal. He had made his
fortune in the fur trade and grew richer
still after becoming a founding partner in
the Northwest Company in 1784

His house, seen above looking south on
St. Jean-Baptiste toward the harbor, also
dates from the 1780s. Nearby on St. Paul
St. was the Northwest Company ware-
house

McTavish's house was described as
“pleasantly situated having in front of it

the nuns’ Garden . . ." The nuns in question
were from the Congregation of Nofre
Dame whose convent was across the
street

The fur trader and the nuns were not al-
ways the best of neighbors McTavish, a
bachelor known for his revels at the time
he moved to St. Jean-Baptiste St., was
sometimes taken to task by the sisters who
complained about the “frivolous traffic"
that passed through his door.

Presumably when he married Marie
Marguerite Chaboillez in 1793, St. Jean-

Baptiste became a quieter street. The
house was renovated with a music library
and a cellar of imported wines being
added

McTavish began building a larger house
in the country near the top of the street
that today bear’s his name. But he died in
1804 before the house was finished. It fell
into ruin without ever being occupied, and
was said to be haunted.

Meanwhile, his hoyse in town had been
left to his widow. Much altered, it still
stands in St. Jean-Baptiste St

Che Gasene., Montreal, Saturday, January 25, 1986
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La
maison
Simon

McTavis

a demolition de ba-

timents laisse de
profondes cicatrices
dans la trame immobi-
liere d'une rue et trans-
forme radicalement son
visage.

La rue Saint-Jean-Bap-
tiste en est une bonne illustration. A la
fin du XVIII® siecle, cette rue bourdon-
nait d'activités. Sur le versant ouest
s'¢levait la maison-meére des Soeurs de
la Congrégation Notre-Dame. Du cote
est se trouvaient divers établissements,
dont la magnifique propriéte de Simon
McTavish, consideré par certains com-
me 'hemme d'affaires le plus impor-
ulinl de la seconde moitié du XVIII® sie-
cle.

Ouverte en 1684 sous le régne du ma-
gisirat |ean-Baptiste Migeon de Brans-
sat, dont elle perpétue la mémoire, cet-
te rue était a I'époque le premier lien
entre les rues Notre-Dame et Saint-Paul
a l'est de la rue Saint-Joseph (aujour-
d’hui Saint-Sulpice) puisque la rue de la
Cote-Saint-Lambert (aujourd’hui Saint-
Laurent) s’arrétait a la rue Notre-Dame
I fallut attendre a 1912 avant que le
boulevard Saint-Laurent ne soit prolon-
£¢ jusqu'a la rue des Commissaires (au-
jourd’hui rue de la Commune), au détri-
ment des installations de la communau-
1€ religieuse évidemment.

Au fil des ans, on retrouvait, rue
Saint-Jean-Baptiste, des établissements
el des personnes qui ont laissé leur mar-
que sur I"histoire de Montréal, comme
les ateliers d'imprimerie de John Jones,
ou furent Enblies les premiers exem-
plaires de Minerve, le 9 novembre
1826; James McGill et son fils John (ils
habitérent un temps la maison Simon
McTavish); les bureaux de la compa-
gnie d'omnibus « Red Line ». qui assu-
rait le service entre Montréal et Québec
(le Voyageur du temps quoil); I'Acadeé-
mie de danse de Mme Hill; une salle de
danse; I'apothicaire Romuald Trudeau,
seul pharmacien canadien-francais du
temps, futur président de la Banque Jac-
ques-Cartier (future Banque Provincia-
le) et de la Société-Saint-Jean-Baptiste
de Montréal; de petites entreprises
d’ébeénisterie et de produits chimiques
et pharmaceutiques; des maisons de
g.cnsion; une société secréte, le Club

int-Jean-Baptiste, fondée vers 1865
par Ludger Labelle et Médéric Lanctét,
Qui_aurait elle aussi utilisé la maison
McTavish; et bien siir le commergant
de fourrures Simon McTavish.

RENDEZ
VOUS 92

MONTREAL,
SON HISTOIRE ET
SON ARCHITECTURE

La maison de Simon McTavish, rue
Saint-Jean-Baptiste, est un éloquent exemple
d‘une rénovation qui ne rend pas justice aux
vieilles pierres de I'édifice.

Un homme d'affaires habile

Simon McTavish naquit vers 1750
dans le Strath | rrick, en Ecosse. Issu
d’'une famille pauvre, il était le fils de
John McTavish of Gartbeg, qui était
lHeutenant dans le 78¢ régiment de
Highlanders. En 1763, au moment de la
signature du traité de Paris, son pére
était cantonné a Louisbourg.

Une fois son pére démobilisé, Simon
McTavish partit pour New York en
1764. C'est la qu'il s'initia a I'art diffici-
le du commerce.

Les premiéres traces de sa toute pre-
miére compagnie remontent & 1771, et
dés lors, il entreprit d'étendre le terri-
toire de son commerce de pelleteries.
On le retrouva donc & Détroit, New
York et Albany notamment, puis a
Montréal en 1775.

Fondée en 1779, la Com ie du
Nord-Ouest — future grande rivale de
la Com ie de la Baie d’'Hudson fon-
dée en 1670 — regroupait, outre McTa-
vish, les fréres Benjamin et Joseph Fro-
bisher, James McGill, Isaac Todd et plu-
sieurs autres, propiétaires de huit
entreprises au total. William McGilli-
vray, neveu de McTavish, joua égale-
ment un role de premier plan dans le
succes de ce consortium.

Pour Mc I'avish, T/87 Tui une annee
charniére. La mort de Benjamin Frobis-
her lui permit de se hisser a la téte du
consortium et de fusionner sa firme et
celle des Frobisher pour former la
McTavish, Frobisher et Cie. Cette com-
pagnie détenait 7 des 20 actions du con-
sortium.

La présence de deux grandes sociétes
comme la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest et
la Compagnie de la Baie d'Hudson en-
gendra de nombreux problemes. no-
tamment celui des territoires de chasse
de plus en plus éloignés a cause du de-
peuplement des beétes a fourrure a pro-
ximite. Ainsi, de 1764 a 1786, on avait
exporte, du seul port de Québec, pas
moins de 10 258 350 peaux. dont
2 556 236 peaux de castor.

Fondation d'une 3® compagnie

La situation se compliqua encore &
partir de 1798 avec la fondation par
lohn Ogilvie de la Nouvelle Compagnie
du Nord-Ouest, surnommée la « XY
Company ». Malgre des dépenses de
quelque £70000 pour tenter de sup-
planter sa rivale quasi homonyme, cette
compagnie ne vivola que jusqu'en 1804,
alors qu'elle fusionna avec la Compa-
gnie du Nord-Ouest. Cette fusion con-
cretisée, McTavish controlait désormais
75 des 100 actions de la Compagnie du
Nord-Ouest (laquelle sera a son tour ab-
sorbée par la Compagnie de la Baie
d’Hudson en 1821, aprés la mort de
Mctavish).

Outre ses intéréts dans la Compagnie

du Nord-Ouest, McTavish possédait
une terre maraichére de 11 500 acres
dont il tirait d'intéressants profits. I
avait également acquis, pour une
somme de £25000, la seigneurie de
Terrebonne, ou il exploitait un maga-
sin, deux moulins a farine, une boulan-
gerie et une scierie. Et en 1799, il rache-
ta le domaine ancestral des McTavish, a
Dunardary, dans I'Argylishire, en Ecos-
se,

Sur le plan de la vie publique, McTa-
vish joua un role effaceé. Ses seules im-
plications furent la milice (il avait le
grade de lieutenant a son depart en
1794), deux mandats de trois ans com-
me juge de paix, et une participation a
la section montrealaise de la Societe
d'agriculture.

McTavish épousa, en octobre 1793,
Marie-Marguerite Chaboillez, fille agée
de 18 ans du marchand de fourrures
Charles-Jean-Baptiste Chaboillez. Le
couple eut quatre enfants mais tous
moururent avant la vinglaine.

En 1803, McTavish fit mettre en
chantier une imposante demeure de
quatre paliers, au sommet de la rue qui
porte actuellement son nom. Mais mine
par le chagrin que lui occasionna le re-
fus de sa femme de rentrer d’Angleterre
avec ses enfants, McTavish mourut le 6
juillet 1804, laissant une fortune de
plus de £ 125 000.

La maison resta inachevee. Un dessin

" de James Duncan tracé en 1830 montre
' d'ailleurs la maison barricadée. Apreés

LA PRESSE, MONTREAL, DIMANCHE 22 FEVRIER 1987
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qu'on I'edt crue hantée pendant des an-
nggs. elle fut finalement démolie en
1867.

La chaine des titres

La maison McTavish ne fur pas la
premiere construite sur le terrain
qu'elle occupe aujourd’hui. Les « aveux
el denombrements » temoignent de la
presence en 1731 de la maison en bois
de Catherine Desermont, et de la mai-
son en pierre de Bertrand Truteau.

Charles Cabazi¢ fut le premier pro-
priétaire du terrain, qu'il céda a Ber-
trand Truteau en 1713. Truteau et sa
succession furent propriétaires jusqu'en
1780, alors que Francoise Truteau,
epouse d'Urbain Texier, céda le terrain
« avec la mesure d'une maison incen-
diée » a Charles Dobie, pour « 3 500 an-
ciens chelins ».

Dobie vendit la propriété le 26 fe-
vrier 1795 a Simon McTavish (repreé-
sente par Joseph Frobisher lors de la si-
gnature du contrat), son locataire de-
puis prés de neuf ans. La signature eut
lieu chez le notaire |.G. Beck.

La successioh McTavish conserva la
maison jusqu'en 1835 alors qu'elle la
ceda a la (John) McDowell, (James) Hol-
mes and Co., qui la revendit la méme
annee a John Donegani, propriétaire de
1835 & 1858. La chaine des titres con-
tient deux aulres propriétaires mar-
quants, soit Etienne Guy, de 1858 a
1880 (sa succession la conserva ensuite
jusqu’en 1908); et la National Drug and
Cmical Co. of Canada Lid. (?&)B a
I ).

La maison originale

La maison originale fut construite en-
tre le 3 juillet 1780, date a laquelle
Dame Truteau vendit « la mesure d'une
maison incendiée » au spéculateur im-
mobilier Richard Dobie, et le 27 avril
1786, date a laquelle Dobie loua a Si-
mon McTavish, chez le notaire Edward
W. Gray, « une nouvelle maison non
encore occupee... avec toutes les dépen-
dances... et commodités ». Il ne fait pas
de doute que la maison a été construite
entre ces deux dates, mais comme elle
n'avait pas €1é occupée au moment de
la signature du bail de location. on peut
presumer que la construction était tres
recente, probablement vers 1785, La de-
couverte du marché de construction au-
rait permis d'éclaircir ce point et de de-
couvrir le nom de I'architecte.

Congue dans le style georgien, la mai-
son originale mesurait 80 pieds de faca-
de sur 40 pieds de profondeur. Elle
comportait un sous-sol/rez-de-chaus-
see (a cause de la dénivellation de la
rue), un étage principal et des combles
sous un toit mansardé a recouvrement
meétallique, percé de trois cheminées et
de quatre lucarnes a I'avant comme a
I'arriére. Ses murs furent érigés en pier-
re de taille rustique liée par un mortier
abondant.

La maison comprenait deux parties
jouxtées mais différentes du point de
vue structurel. La résidence (partie de
Rauche) présentait cing travées verti-
cales, une pour la porte principale, et
quatre délimitées par des fenétres symé-
triques. Les trois lucarnes étaient dispo-
sees symetriquement entre les fenétres.
Une cheminée marquait la limite de la
« résidence » au centre.

La partie « dépendances » (a droite)
comportait la porte cochére voitée a
arc surbaissé, et deux travées délimitées
par les fenétres symétriques (seule la lu-
carne du toit étant asymétrique). Cette
partic abritait une remise, les loge-
ments des domestiques et les écuries du
coté de la cour intérieure, au fond de
laquelle se trouvaient la glaciere et les
latrines.

De style georgien

Typiquement georgienne, la porte
d'entrée principale a carreaux rectan-
gulaires surmontée d'une imposte semi-
circulaire segmentée, était encadrée
d'un architrave et de deux pilastres
striés de style dorique qui supportaient

I'architrave. Seul manquait le fronton
triangulaire habituel,

Notons que le style georgien propo-
sait des proportions massives, des murs
lisses et la sobriéte dans les details. Il a
€té¢ popularisé par l'architecte Robert
Adam avant d’etre exporté en Ameri-
que, ou il etait souvent associé a la
bourgeoisie.

On aura remarque que le mur nord.
construit en moellons apres la démoli-
tion du batiment adjacent, ne comporte
autune fenetre puisqu’il s'agissait d'un
mur mitoyen. Ce mur est délimité par
une chaine d'angle harpee en pierre de
taille.

L'observateur notera que le batiment
a evidemment subi d'importantes trans-
formations au fil des ans. La porte prin-
cipale a é1é murée (on peut reconnaitre
son alignement grice a une fenétre cin-
trée) en 1931, la fenestration a é1é gran-
dement modifiée au point de vue di-
mensions, et le toit mansardé a été rem-
placé, vraisemblablement entre 1915 et
1920, alors que la National Drug occu-
pait I'édifice, par un étage en brique
surmonté d’'un toit plat. Le mur de bri-
que a €té recouvert d'un parement
moderne.

L'intérieur est evidemment mecon-
naissable. Le couloir venant de la porte
principale donnait sur des pieces sépa-
rees par des arches elliptiques, autre
marque distinctive du style georgien
Sont disparues les arches elliptiques des
pieces et du corridor de l'entrée, les
moulures des plafonds, les plinthes e
les lambris des salles, les rampes d’esca-
lier, les portes a panneaux, les man-
teaux de cheminée de style « Adam
américanisé » et combien d'autres cho-
ses encore. En fait, les planchers et tou-
tes les structures intérieures d'antan
ont disparu.

Un exemple
a ne pas suivre

N'était-ce du caractére historique de
cet edifice, ce dernier serait presque
sans intérét, étant donné les transfor-
mations radicales qu'on lui a fait subir
au fil des ans et qui ont complétement
modifi¢ son apparence, tant a Il'inte-
rieur qu'a I'extérieur,

La rénovation récente n'a rien fait
pour ameéliorer la situation. En consa-
crant les transformations subies au
cours du XX* siécle, les responsables de
cette rénovation ont raté une belle oc-
casion de redonner au batiment, au
mni.ns a I'extérieur, son apparence d'an-
tan!
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umm;h‘mmmmmtmdumm.
Gabriel, sur la rue du méme nom.
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Ces photos montrent le
méme batiment a quatre
époques du méme
batiment : 1885, d'aprés une
peinture de H. Bunnett;
1910, en regardant vers la
rue Notre-Dame (au fond);
1979, avant la rénovation (a
remarquer, la partie
supérieure en brique); et
aujourd’hui, apreés la
rénovation.
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